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And made us to sit with him in the heavenly
places, in Christ Jesus. - Ephesians 2.6.

| spent many hours when first believing in the Lord
trying to figure out how blessed it would be if | could
sit in the heavenly places daily and have sins under
my feet. But as with flying an airplane, | could not
endure for very long up above. | soon fell down. |
prayed and prayed, hoping that one day | could sit
securely in the heavenly places and break my old
record of ascension. One day as | read Ephesians
2.6 | began to understand. At the time a Christian is
raised together with Christ, he is also made to sit
with Christ in the heavenly places. He sits there with
Christ not because of his diligence or because of his
prayer, but because he was taken to the heavenly
places at the time Christ himself ascended to
heaven. Christ is in the heavenly places, and
therefore | too am in the heavenly places.
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And, behold, there came a man of God out of
Judah by the word of Jehovah unto Bethel... Now
there dwelt an old prophet in Bethel. - 1 Kings
13.1, 1.

This old prophet in Bethel was a man who in the past
had been used by God, but now he was no longer
usable. When God wished to warn Jeroboam
because of his sin in Bethel, He did not send the old
prophet who lived in Bethel to speak for Him.

The phrase "man of God" denotes that such a one
has communion with God, and communion is the
basis for light from God. The moment communion
stops, at that very moment light ceases. This old
prophet once had a spiritual history, for he was at
one time a prophet; however, he had now lost
communion with the Lord. He became an old prophet
when God could no longer use him. How grave is
this situation. In view of this, we must attend to a
very important issue in our Christian walk—namely,
how not to be set aside by God, how not to be
rejected or remain unused. Our freshness before the
Lord is a most vital habit to be established or
maintained.
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And what the exceeding greatness of his power to
usward who believe, according to that working of
the strength of his might

which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him
from the dead. - Ephesians 1.19, 20.

Paul prayed in his day for the saints in Ephesus that
they might see the exceeding greatness of the power
which God had already given them. Now if we today
do not see that the power in us and the power in
Christ is one and the same power, we too must pray
for seeing. If the power manifested in us is less than
the power that was manifested in Christ, we should
acknowledge that there are still many things which
we have not seen. Let us humbly confess and pray
to God to make us see. The power which God works
in those who believe is according to the working of
the strength of His might which He wrought in Christ.
Hallelujah! This is the spiritual fact. Let us ask God to
open our eyes that we may truly perceive and
understand. We will not ask Him to pour upon us
more power from outside; no, we will only ask Him to
cause us to discover and to see more that is in us
already.

10R4H

T BBICEBEELBOHELGN-DTT M,
AIREEONI=, HE-DT-DEMHZENNST

T FIEIT. HEELITEFET . L. MBLE

FEDEMABHo-5. COWIZ [TIADHEII
Bh, ILEAEHBDINDTY, EALILETE, Hiat-

AI=ICTERWEREBHYFE R AT A 17:19,20]

[HE =D =DEMNENNSTY, JFEELDF
BDDE=HTY , CIAFELAEFNIENTENESS

TIHN, COEIBREME. EEILOEDIBDTT L
o T EAIABEEROEELLTIELTULVEWLEES
ERTEHYFERA [MSLIEBIDZEEFTFINT-DIL,
FzEZELTEDNF-OTT Mo, WHRIAMDT-EXIC
BELWHYFERA, BB L. XEWTERZEBRALIZE
HMOELEEOTVET WIEE2EERELEBDTIE
HYFETHEMEZLDOW., ZLORBZEHLTEE
Lz, BIEERISELELY . ILIETZFDFERTICLoNY &
FoTWWBEDTY , MEMAEFHOKELE -/
BIE. WIZPTOET  EMSZAHNIE. ZD K573 1LE
AT ENTESL, EQXSLIEFEDEE# RN
TEET . TNEDITHE  FT DO ANITBITERDD
DTIETM?

Why could not we cast it out? And he saith unto
them, Because of your little faith: for verily | say
unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard
seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove
hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and
nothing shall be impossible unto you. - Matthew
17.19,20.

"Because of your little faith"—Or their unbelief. Such
unbelief, we must be careful to notice, comes from
believers; therefore it does not refer to not believing
the Lord Jesus as Saviour. Since the mentioning of
the "mustard seed" is metaphorical in character, the
mountain must also be metaphorical. The latter
speaks of conclusive and deeply rooted difficulties.
Although a mountain is most stable, faith has
removed many mountains, many difficulties. Unlike
wandering stars, mountains sit steadfastly where
they are. Matters such as unbelieving children and
unemployment are like mountains. Yet faith can
remove such mountains and deal with all kinds of
difficulties. Why, then, turn first to other people for
help?
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After this manner therefore pray ye, Our Father
who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. - Matthew 6.9, 10.

"After this manner therefore pray ye"—What follows
upon these words was never meant to serve as a
prayer form or liturgy for us to say but as an example
for us to follow. The disciples are to learn to pray
after this manner.

Christians today should take up a monumental
responsibility: the bringing in of the kingdom upon
the earth through prayer. Why is it that Satan still
remains on earth today? Because those who belong
to Christ have yet to experience the victory of Christ.
"Thy kingdom come"—On the one hand, we may say
it is already in our midst; on the other, its appearing
still awaits the prayers of the believers.
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He that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen,
cannot love God whom he hath not seen. - 1 John
4.20.

This is a Bible verse familiar to most people. Note,
however, that this verse does not imply that you are
to love the brother in your home, it says to love your
brother in Christ. Frequently the attitude and action
of many people make it impossible for you to love
them; nevertheless, if God's love has entered into
you, you will be able to love them. It is not just loving
the brethren whom you love; it is loving the brethren,

period! It is not merely loving those brethren who are
lovely, but loving all the brethren. If you cannot love
the brethren, it is proven that there is not the love of
the Father in you. If you have the love of God, you
cannot help but love the brethren.
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I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of
heaven. - Matthew 16.19.

That the Lord grants the keys of the kingdom of
heaven to Peter confirms the fact that this apostle
will do the work of opening doors—first to the Jews
and then to the Gentiles. Since the keys of the
kingdom of heaven are in Peter's hand, he must of
necessity be one who has himself already entered
the kingdom of heaven. For the keys are committed
to Peter's hand for him to keep. If, for example, the
key to the gate has been given into my hand for
keeping, people who come early to our meeting will
have to wait outside the iron gate till | arrive and
open it with the key. | will enter in first and afterwards
other people can come in. It is simply impossible for
anyone without the key to enter first. Hence it is
crystal clear that Peter is the first one who enters the
realm of the kingdom of heaven.
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But if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My
lord tarrieth... - Matthew 24.48.

What is the reason for this servant’s faults? “My lord
tarrieth”—He truly believes in the second coming of
the Lord, except that in his estimation the Lord will
come tardily. Whoever does not believe in the soon
return of the Lord is an evil servant. What does the
Lord say is the fault of this evil servant? Just this,
that though he confesses with his mouth that the
Lord shall indeed come, he nevertheless says in his
heart that the Lord will delay. How precarious is such
a position! Will a person watch if he has no idea that
the Lord is coming soon? We must have both the
attitude and the desire for the soon return of the
Lord.
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And the priests that bare the ark of the covenant
of Jehovah stood firm on dry ground in the midst
of the Jordan; and all Israel passed over on dry
ground, until all the nation were passed clean
over the Jordan. - Joshua 3.17.

The riverbed is the place of death. Nothing at all
comfortable, nothing at all appealing. Not restful, not
sitting, not lying, but standing. If | live according to
my ill-temper, Christ cannot live in others. But if |
stand at the bottom of the river, other people will
cross the Jordan to victory. Death works in me, but
life works in others. In my obedience to death, life
will operate in others for their own obedience to God.
The death of Christ quickens His life in us. Without
death there can be no life.

It was most agonizing to bear the ark at the bottom
of the river, for it required great diligence. A slight
carelessness and the holy God would destroy them.
They stood there, watching the children of Israel
pass by one by one. And so they were left to the last.
May we be able to pray thus: O Lord, let me die that
others may live.
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Exercise thyself unto godliness - 1 Timothy 4.7.



Some Christians mistake rigidity to be godliness.
They make themselves false. One brother said he
met another brother who would either lower his head
towards the ground or lift up his head towards
heaven after a word or two. He discovered that this
brother was pretending godliness. He wished to
shout to him from his heart: "Brother, do not
pretend!" We should know what life is: that which
flows naturally. With such rigidity in a brother, neither
his spirit nor his God is able to come forth. So in
exercising ourselves unto godliness we always need
to be living and fresh, for it is God who manifests
himself through our words and attitudes.
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Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the
prince of this world be cast out. - John 12.31.

Even though at present Satan temporarily rules over
the world, he is but a usurper who has occupied it by
force. When the Lord Jesus died on the cross He
already cast out the prince of this world. In His death
He "despoiled the principalities and the
powers...made a show of them openly, triumphing
over them in it" (Col. 2.15). Although the world still
lies under the evil one, it is totally illegal. And God
has appointed a day when the kingdom shall be
retaken and His Son shall be king over this world for

a thousand years, and onward, then, to eternity. Yet
before that time arrives God only permits Satan to
remain active, while He himself holds the reins of
government of this world. Satan may rule over all
that belongs to Satan himself, he may even
persecute all that belongs to God; nonetheless all of
this is but for awhile. And even in this short while,
Satan is entirely restricted by God. He may harass
the saints but only within certain limits. Aside from
what God permits, the enemy has no authority
whatsoever.
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Watch therefore: for ye know not on what day
your Lord cometh. - Matthew 24.42.

What is the significance of the word "watch"? The
meaning of watching is not to be careless. How
prone Christians are to be overly self-confident.
Watchfulness is the very opposite of carelessness.
He who sleeps must be so confident in himself that
he reckons nothing is going to happen, whereas the
watchful person puts no trust in his flesh at all. The
self-confident one is prone to fall, for to boast that "I
am different from yesterday" opens the way to
failure. Only the person who deeply senses his own
inadequacy will be watchful. Since the Lord has not
told us the hour, let us ever be watchful and on
guard.
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Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou
knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to
thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked
of him, and he would have given thee living
water. - John 4.10.

On the day that the Lord Jesus sat down by the well
of Jacob in Samaria He was hungry and thirsty. But
the Samaritan woman was more thirsty than the
Lord. So He offered living water to her that she might
be satisfied. When the disciples came back with the
food, He was no longer hungry (see John 4.5-34).
From this episode in the life of our Lord we learn this
spiritual lesson, that whoever serves others in order
that they may not be thirsty shall himself be satisfied:
that the one who learns to bear another's burden
shall find his own burden easier to bear. In spiritual
work, there is no possibility of retirement: "My Father
worketh even until now," declared the Lord Jesus,
"and | work" (John 5.17).
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And | will take away the stony heart out of your
flesh, and | will give you a heart of flesh. - Ezekiel
36.26.

The stony heart has reference to the hardness of the
heart, while the heart of flesh has reference to a
softness or tenderness of heart. On the day a person
gets saved his hardened heart is softened, yet we
dare not say it is totally softened.

The progress of our life hinges entirely on the
transformation of our heart—whether it is hard or
soft. If our heart is seized by anything outside of God
—be it an event, a person, or a thing—the operation
of life will as a rule be hindered. For this reason God
will transform our heart continuously until it wholly
becomes like tender flesh. Then His Spirit is able to
cause our inner life to expand with strength. Just be
willing to obey God and His life will move into the
conscience, mind, will, and emotion of your heart. It
will keep on moving.
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For to me to live is Christ. - Philippians 1.21.

God does not make you a Christian in the way a
person teaches a monkey how to dress, eat, and
move. To teach a monkey to live like a man would be
such a burden to it that it would rather remain as it is
than learn to be a man.

Jesus Christ is our life to do everything in us. God
never demands Christians to do this or to do that.
For Paul says, "For me to live is Christ"—and having
Christ living in him, Paul is able to endure beatings,
persecutions, many perils, imprisonment in
Jerusalem, and transference to Rome. It is not by his
being like Christ nor imitating Christ, but by Christ
living in him that he finds strength for all such things.
As a monkey cannot be transformed into a man, so a
Christian cannot imitate Christ.
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Among them that are born of women there hath
not arisen a greater than John the Baptist: yet he
that is but little in the kingdom of heaven is
greater than he. - Matthew 11.11.

John is termed greater than all the prophets, yet not
in the sense that he surpasses all other prophets in
faith, conduct, fame, work, and the Holy Spirit—he is

greater only in a specific sense. All the prophets
prophesied until John. John himself does not
prophesy, however; he merely points out Christ to
man: "Behold, the Lamb of God"—it is just here that
he is greater, for in time and opportunity he is
different from the rest "Yet he that is but little in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he"—This does
not mean that John's faith, conduct, spiritual life and
work are small and that he is therefore unable to
enter the kingdom of heaven. It merely signifies how
those who are in the kingdom of heaven may testify
to the fact that the work of Christ is already done.
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And Solomon...came to Jerusalem, and stood
before the ark of the covenant of Jehovah, and
offered up burnt-offerings, and offered peace-
offerings. - 1 Kings 3.15

Before the Lord had appeared to him, Solomon did
not realize or sense the significance of the ark; but
once he experienced the Lord's appearance, he
became aware of the preciousness of the presence
of the Lord over and above all other things. With the
result that he immediately returned to Jerusalem and
offered sacrifices before the ark of Jehovah. In
Gibeon, Solomon had only offered burnt-offerings;
but now he offered burnt-offerings and peace-
offerings and made a feast for all his servants. Oh, to
worship before God is true worship, to commune
with God is true communion, and to rejoice in God's
presence is true joy. This is what Solomon had
experienced. And after Solomon had built the holy
temple, he placed the ark in it. And the ark became
the center of the holy temple.
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Being justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus: whom God set
forth to be a propitiation, through faith, in his
blood. - Romans 3.24, 25.

Before Christ came into the world human beings
suffered two great losses: first, the loss which came
from Adam having sinned; and second, the loss
which came from our inability to keep the law of God.
With death and sin ruling, we are thus separated
from God and cannot enjoy His presence. We
become foolish and know not God. We do not
possess the spiritual life and power to do God's will.
Alas, in Adam and under the law we have nothing
whereof to boast except to cry out: "Wretched man
that | am! Who shall deliver me out of sin and
death?" Is there no way to solve the problems of sin
and death? Indeed there is: in shedding His blood,
the Lord Jesus has solved both problems. Because
of His shed blood we need not die and our sins are
being cleansed.
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Much more shall they that receive the abundance
of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in
life through the one, even Jesus Christ. - Romans
5.17.

Actually we may "reign in life" now, even though the
full realization does await the future. Today we may
indeed rule over all things by exercising the authority
which our Lord has given to us. We should be kings
today who rule over all the evil spirits by stopping
their works. If Satan will eventually be bound during
the millennial kingdom, we can certainly use "the
powers of the age to come" (Heb. 6.5) now to
confine his activities. We may also use today the
weapon of prayer to control our circumstances.
Whether it is a national, family, church or personal
affair, we may govern it by prayer.
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The tree of life also in the midst of the garden. -
Genesis 2.9.

When the created being lives by his created life, he
does not need to be very dependent on God. But for
the created being to live by the life of the Creator, he
has to be wholly dependent because the life he
would then live by is not his but God's. He could not
be independent of God but would have to maintain
constant fellowship with Him and completely rely on
Him. Such life is what Adam does not have in himself
and so he must trust God to receive it.

Moreover, such life—if received by Adam—is what
he could not live out by his own effort; and therefore
he would have to depend on God continuously in
order to keep it. And thus the condition for keeping it
would become the same condition for receiving it.
Adam would have to depend on God day by day in
order for him to live out his godly life in a practical
way.
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And having gifts differing according to the grace
that was given to us. - Romans 12.6.

The portion of service which we have in the body of
Christ is based on our knowledge of Him. Yet this is
not a common knowledge, because a common
knowledge of Christ is inadequate. Only a specific
knowledge of Him will constitute a specific ministry in

serving the body of Christ. Having learned what
others have not learned, you receive from the Lord a
specific lesson, and with this specific knowledge of
Him you may serve. In the human body, for example,
the eyes can see, the ears can hear, and the nose
can smell. They have their own functions, and thus
each has its own portion. Similarly with the members
of the body of Christ. Not every member can see or
hear or smell; but each member has his own special
ability. This, then, is that member's ministry.
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| will not leave you desolate [orphans, mg.]: |
come unto you. - John 14.18.

The Lord will not leave us as orphans. He will himself
take care of us, nourishing us, edifying us, and
bearing the full responsibility for us. In other words,
the indwelling Holy Spirit is to translate into our
subjective experience the objective fact of what
Christ has accomplished for us on the cross. The
Spirit of truth is to guide us into reality.

"Comforter" in the Greek original includes two
thoughts: one means "called to one's side"—that is,
to one's aid. This is to say that the Holy Spirit is our
present help. Whenever we need His aid, He is
always alongside us to help. The other means "one
who pleads another's cause"—an advocate. Christ,
as it were, appears before God to plead for us—that
is, to plead for our good.
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Wherefore girding up the loins of your mind, be
sober and set your hope perfectly on the grace
that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of
Jesus Christ. - 1 Peter 1.13.

As most of us may know, the dress of the Jews in
the olden days hung rather loosely on the body and
was without any buttons. Each time a person started
to work he had to gird up the loins so as to ease his
movement. Our scattered thoughts are like ungirded
loins. Yet God can gather up our scattered thoughts
as a person girds up his loins. How often our
thoughts, though not unclean, are scattered and not
focused. In prayer and in the study of God's word,
our mind will run wild. Our thoughts may not be bad,
but even good and tasteful thoughts are not
conceived at the right time. This is because the loins
of our mind are too loose and not concentrated. Yet
God is well able to restrain our minds and bring our
thoughts into focus.
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And went down with them, and came to Nazareth;
and he was subject unto them. - Luke 2.51.

Once a sister told me that if her husband would
permit it, she would leave her three children and go
preach the gospel in Tibet. She yearned to have all
bonds cut off that she might fly away. This, however,
is not the Lord's attitude. He is God, yet He was
obedient to His earthly parents and cared for His
brothers and sisters in the flesh. How we too ought
to learn to be obedient; we should not entertain any
improper ambition for ourselves. We should submit
joyfully if God uses family or children to limit us. It is
wrong for merchants to think of not trading, for
students to hope of not studying, for teachers to
expect not to teach, and so forth. We shall find rest if
like our Lord we are willing to accept all kinds of
limitations without struggle.
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And [the other malefactor] said, Jesus, remember
me when thou comest in thy kingdom. And he
said unto him, Verily | say unto thee, Today shalt
thou be with me in Paradise. - Luke 23.42, 43.

Can a robber be saved? The world would conclude
that a man who has plundered and killed ought to
perish, for such a dangerous prisoner should be
consigned to the deepest recesses of hell. He
deserves the heaviest punishment, since salvation in
the eyes of the world is the portion only of the good
people of the earth. Who, then, would imagine that a
robber for life—one who had violated the law
repeatedly—could be saved instantaneously at the
time of death? But it is a fact of history that one who
had never done good but had only done evil
throughout his life was saved immediately upon
believing in the Lord Jesus. People may be saved in
the twinkling of a moment because they believe in
the Lord Jesus. What an incredible story! What a
marvelous salvation!
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For our wrestling is not against flesh and blood,
but against the principalities, against the powers,
against the world-rulers of this darkness, against

the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly
places. - Ephesians 6.12.

Many people know only the battle between the spirit
and the flesh; they do not perceive the conflict that
rages between us believers and the evil spirits as
described in the sixth chapter of Ephesians. The real
spiritual battle is fought between us and Satan with
his evil spirits. This battle is joined by all matured
believers, for the children of God on earth are
frequently attacked by evil spirits. Such attacks
sometimes occur in the believers' environment,
sometimes in their physical bodies, sometimes in
their thoughts, sometimes in their emotions, and
sometimes in their spirits.

Too often believers are not aware of being attacked
by evil spirits. They do not understand why
everything seems to be against them, creating
terrible confusion and trouble. They too often take
these things as natural, not realizing that frequently
they are being supernaturally oppressed by the evil
spirits.
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And the number of them that lapped, putting their
hand to their mouth, was three hundred men: but
all the rest of the people bowed down upon their

knees to drink water. - Judges 7.6.

Small things frequently reveal our real situation. In
those days both the Jews and Arabs traveled with
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their baggage on their backs. There were therefore
two different ways to drink water while on the road:
by unloading the baggage and bowing down upon
their knees to drink, or by lapping water from their
hands for the sake of hurrying up their journey on the
road and of guarding against plunderers. Of the ten
thousand men left, 9,700 knelt down to drink; only
300 lapped up the water from their hands. All those
who bowed to drink were eliminated by God. Only
those who drank from their hands were chosen.
Whoever has opportunity to indulge and yet refrains
from doing so has known the dealing of the cross.
Such persons will be used of God. Ever ready to let
the cross work in his life, such is the man whom God
will use.
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Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know
to refuse the evil, and choose the good. - Isaiah
7.15 mg.

Our Lord had butter and honey; therefore, He could
choose the good and refuse the evil. It requires great
power to be obedient! If God does not fill your heart
first, you will not succeed, no matter how you try
externally. We need to learn to draw near to God
daily and receive from heaven both butter and honey
(the grace and love of God), so that day by day we
may live on earth choosing the good and refusing the
evil.

| speak to you today in this manner because | have a
deep sense within me that the return of the Lord is
imminent and that the kingdom is at hand.

Henceforth, temptations will be greater, dangers will
be multiplied, and deceptions will be deepened. Oh
do let us notice one thing: that no matter what is
placed before us, we shall be able to choose with
singleness of heart only because we have received
the heavenly butter and honey.
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And Moses said unto God, Behold, when | come
unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto
them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto
you; and they shall say to me, What is his name?
what shall | say unto them? - Exodus 3.13.

By this time Moses had been dealt with by God. He
neither assumed nor imagined. He dared not move
presumptuously. That is why he asked the Lord in
such a manner. He had learned his lesson, a lesson
not unlike the one the Lord Jesus himself spoke
about: "For | spake not from myself; but the Father
that sent me, he hath given me a commandment,
what | should say, and what | should speak. And |
know that his commandment is life eternal: the things
therefore which | speak, even as the Father hath
said unto me, so | speak” (John 12.49, 50). How
often our words lack the restraint of God. Moses had
come to realize that even the words which he spoke
must be commanded by the Lord.
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For Christ also pleased not himself; but, as it is
written, The reproaches of them that reproached
thee fell upon me. - Romans 15.3.

Our Lord has “despised” and “endured” (Heb. 12.2)
for the sake of the joy of the kingdom. How about
us? Have we forsaken anything for the sake of the
glory of the future kingdom? Have we done what we
do not want to do or not done what we do want to do
because of God’s reward? If this joy could attract our
Lord, why can it not attract us? Countless believers,
both ancient and modern, have forsaken all to follow
the Lord for the sake of the glory of the kingdom;
how about you and me?
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That ye no longer walk as the Gentiles also walk,
in the vanity of their mind. - Ephesians 4.17.

Even if we have already known the truth which we
are to preach, we dare not draw it out from our brain
and deliver it to people. Instead, we will humbly
prostrate ourselves before God, asking Him to
quicken afresh the truth we already knew. And thus
the truth will be impressed upon us anew so that
what we speak is not merely the memory of our past
experience but is something which we seem to newly
experience in our life. In this way will the Holy Spirit
with His power verify what we preach. It is best for us
to wait before the Lord for a little while before we
ever speak, allowing His word (or sometimes that
which we already knew) to impress itself upon our
spirit afresh.



