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Forever, O Jehovah, thy word is settled in
heaven. - Psalm 119.89.

Suppose my father bought some land and gave me
the deed to it. He tells me to go and manage this
estate. So | go to the country where the land is. |
meet a vagabond who asks why | am coming there.
"l have come to find my father’s land," | reply. "This
is not your father’s land; it is my father’'s land," the
vagabond protests. Now if | at that moment were to
doubt my father’s word, | probably would return
home. But if | say, "No, no, my father has made no
mistake; for according to this title deed in my hand,
this land is ours," the vagabond would have to go
away. Hence, it is either he or | who must go.

Now with us, it is the same way. For God the Father
has already given you all blessings in Christ Jesus.
And the Bible is the title deed which the Father gives
you. If you believe what is written in the Bible, Satan
will have to go.
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For they loved the glory that is of men more than
the glory that is of God. - John 12.43.

Ever since man ate the fruit of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, the glory of men has
become a basic problem in the soul of man. Each
one of us has his own throne, and this throne is built
on the glory of men. Yet if we would desire to be
faithful servants of the Lord, we must come down
from our thrones. Otherwise, we will not be able to
serve our Lord. Hebrews 12.2 tells us that our Lord
Jesus endured the cross, despising shame. He
willingly chose the cross. And the cross is not only
death, it is also shame. If you have ever truly been
broken by the cross, there will be for you a clear
experience of having despised shame. May God be
gracious to us in causing us to have a heart to
please the Lord, that by His grace we may be faithful
servants.
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So then each one of us shall give account of
himself to God. - Romans 14.12.

All failures and sins throughout our lives which have
passed under the blood and been dealt with on the
cross will not be judged at the judgment seat.
Indeed, at this seat the Lord will only judge our
undealt-with idle words, thoughts, and works. As
penetrating as the light of the judgment seat may be,
it can never uncover sins which are already under
the blood. How then do we deal, for example, with
the tongue which often delights to indulge in idle
words? We need the cross. And the same is true
with our unprofitable thoughts and works. They too
need the cross. Let us therefore accept the cross by
faith, reckon that this old man was crucified on the
cross, and then the judgment seat can never search
out for judgment those things in our lives that have
already been dealt with by the cross.
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In praying use not vain repetitions, as the
Gentiles do: for they think that they shall be heard
for their much speaking. - Matthew 6.7.

"Repetitions" means using many meaningless words
to prolong prayer. This in no sense forbids the use of
the same words in prayer. Even the Lord Jesus
prayed three times in the same words; hence it
shows that when there is burden in the spirit, the
same words are frequently uttered in His many
prayers. Those who know best how to pray are
rather creative in their prayers.

There is a poor habit among us believers today. We
tend to pray long prayers, stretching out our prayers
with many words and so thinking that we shall be
heard for much speaking. However, prayers
recorded in the Bible are most straightforward and
concise. For example, "Save, Lord" (Matt. 8.25). A
very short prayer is often quite acceptable. In a time
of distress, in witnessing to a sinner, in an hour of
need, short prayers are most effective.
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Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou
knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to
thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked



of him, and he would have given thee living
water. - John 4.10.

God never sells anything. "Gift" means something
freely given. God always gives freely to men. And He
will give to whoever asks. God gives us sunlight
without charge; He gives us rainfall without cost. He
will also give you spiritual satisfaction in exactly the
same fashion.

Once there was a child who loved his mother dearly.
He thought of buying some flowers to please her
heart. He had only two pennies in his pocket. That
day he saw a most beautiful garden, and entered it
thinking of buying some flowers. A gentleman was
there to whom he expressed his wish. So the
gentleman picked some flowers and handed them to
him. The boy politely said that he could not take the
flowers without paying. But the man replied: "My
flowers are always given freely. If you want them, |
will give them to you." Who was that man? He was
the Prince of Wales, and this was the royal garden.
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Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and light unto
my path. - Psalm 119.105.

When our spiritual condition is normal we are as
though walking under blue sky and bright sun. But
our spiritual condition does not always remain
constant. The Bible says that "thy word is a lamp
unto my feet, and light unto my path." Were there no
dark night there would be no need of lamp or light.
When we are bright inwardly, our inner sensation is
clear and sure; but when we are inwardly dark, our

inner sensation tends to be confused and flickering;
and so there is the need to check with the word of
the Scriptures. Life plus truth becomes real and
steady power. We must walk on this lasting path of
both life and truth. Every thought and judgment of
ours needs to have checked against it the word of
the Bible. This will help us to walk straight ahead
without turning to the left or right.

9AT7H

EBUEL O TRBZSISIFRIENTEET LIS,
#HE, = EBECADERISKHNHLT,. BT
BEHFOCEZEORIZHBLTLESWVEL, [2RY
4 1:12,13)

#HH, A-BEHELE-VER-STELNLIEELA
T, LHOL., MIIFA-BDI=DIZ, L2EXREHIEE
BEATEONADTY , ZNIE. MOEEICABZET
HY. MOXEDOTICENIMBIETT, BSA., BAEL
FLES BWNEELADEDEFIZHEIDTIFAL
SEBBHIEICIE. HOEEDTIZCEMMDI=HIZH
BDTYT , MDOTOFI=BIZETDOY-NEEDY,
FKEZBLETIC. BREEAICACLTLWEL 5.
I-BIEMICIRELZTNIERYER A, —E. Fbh
=5, LIEHRGKEEZASTEFROHONFEE A #
DREEZ T ANGLTIIBYER A BNEFESD
CUZDTFICEINDZ LY ER A AN, b
NEWEEBDHES, BEAKVEEMFITET . KUEED
[TonfzbDIEHTERONET . ALELTRSHL. &
WEELELWEDTIEHYFE A TNIE. AZHD
FHELEZED TFIZEIEFRALNSTY,

Giving thanks unto the Father, ...who delivered us
out of the power of darkness, and translated us
into the kingdom of the Son of his love. -
Colossians 1.12, 13.

Indeed, God wants to bless us; but He desires even
more greatly for us to enter His kingdom and to be
under His government. Oh let us all realize that
salvation is not merely for enjoyment; it is
preeminently to be placed under the sovereignty of
God. Formerly we did what we liked and wasted
away our days carelessly; now we are required to
submit to God. Once we are saved we cannot afford
to be careless. We must accept disciplines. Salvation
is none other than being put under the yoke of the
Holy Spirit. If anyone wants to be saved, the Holy
Spirit will place a yoke on that one. And whoever has
this yoke upon him or her is saved. From the
standpoint of the flesh, salvation is not at all pleasant
because it brings the person under the sovereignty
and government of God.
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And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their
face, and were sore afraid. And Jesus came and
touched them and said, Arise, and be not afraid.
And lifting up their eyes, they saw no one, save
Jesus only. - Matthew 17.6-8.

"Sore afraid"—Who is not afraid when God appears!

"Be not afraid"—This occurs 365 times in the Bible;
one can be appropriated for each day of the year.
Every day can be blessed "now"; for this is still the
dispensation of Grace.

"They saw no one, save Jesus only"—The law and
the prophets, the glory of the Son of man, the
overshadowing of a bright cloud and the Voice, as
well as the companions: all have passed away:
Jesus alone remains. May we see Jesus only.
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May grow up in all things into him, who is the
head, even Christ; from whom all the body fitly
framed and knit together. - Ephesians 4.15, 16.

From this passage we learn that the members of the
body of Christ are fitly framed and knit together
because all hold fast the head and live out the life of
the body. This does not suggest that God wants you
to pay attention only to the one who sits next to you,
but that He preeminently wants you to have a proper
relationship with the Lord. If you maintain such a
relationship with the head you will have a good
relationship with other body members. All matters
between you and your brothers and sisters may be
easily solved if you can submit yourself to the head.
If you have no controversy with the Lord you will
have no problem with any brother or sister.
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Jesus answered, Verily, verily, | say unto thee,
Except one be born of water and the Spirit, he
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. - John 3.5.

The baptism of repentance in which John baptized
with water could not regenerate people. Except one
be born "of water and the Spirit" he is not born again.
The baptism of repentance announces that not only
man’s behavior—being deadly wicked—needs to be
repented of, but also man himself—being corrupted
and dead—must be buried in baptism.

Yet man is not born again "of water" alone; he must
be born both "of water and the Spirit." He must
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit from the Lord Jesus
before he can have God’s life. Repentance delivers
us from all which belongs to us. Believing gets us
into all which belongs to God. We enter the water
through repentance, we receive the Holy Spirit by
faith. This is regeneration.
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Remember Lot’s wife. Whosoever shall seek to
gain his life shall lose it: but whosoever shall lose
his life shall preserve it. | say unto you, In that
night there shall be two men on one bed; the one
shall be taken, and the other shall be left. - Luke
17.32-4.

There does not appear to be any difference between
the two persons, neither in work nor in place; yet in
rapture there does come a difference! In a twinkling,
what a vast difference!

A most serious problem is presented here. If we wish
to be raptured, to see the Lord, and to enter the
kingdom, we must first lose our souls in this age. For
the sake of the Lord, we must forsake the world,
forsake all which is not in accordance with the will of
God, forsake all which will entangle us, and forsake
all that would hinder our hearts from thinking on the
things above. Should we be like Lot’s wife, trying to
preserve the soul and unwilling to forsake anything,
we will not be taken up to where the Lord ordains us
to be, even though we may not perish in Sodom and
Gomorrah with the sinners. There may be no
difference in eternal life, but there will be a difference
in rapture.
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How can one enter into the house of the strong
man, and spoil his goods, except he first bind the
strong man? and then he will spoil his house. -
Matthew 12.29.

Binding the strong man is done through the Spirit of
God. The power of the Holy Spirit is needed in



casting out demons. They are cast out in the name
of the Lord because the Holy Spirit is the power of
that Name.

How is the strong man bound? Indirectly through the
cross of our Lord Jesus. On the cross the Lord has
crushed the head of Satan (see Gen. 3.15). The
cross has dealt with Satan's head, that is, it has
destroyed his power and influence. But after our Lord
arose from the dead and ascended back to heaven,
the Holy Spirit came to earth to execute what the
Lord had accomplished on the cross. Hence binding
Satan is done through the power of the Holy Spirit on
the basis of the cross. On our side, we can bind
Satan through the prayer of faith. We should use
prayer to bind the strong man. One great principle in
the Lord's work, then, is first to bind and next to spoil.
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Ye serve the Lord Christ. - Colossians 3.24.

Serving God and working for God are vastly
different. Many work for God, but they are not
serving Him. Faithful works—if they are really for
Christ—are judged by motive and purpose. We must
not labor for our own increase, for our own group, or
even for our own pet teaching; we ought to work
solely for Christ. We rejoice if God can gain
something. We are glad whenever He has something
to gain even though it does not come from our work.
We are not out to save our teaching but to save
sinners. Not out to gratify our own heart, simply to
satisfy the heart of Christ.
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But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a
mirror the glory of the Lord, are transformed into
the same image from glory to glory, even as from
the Lord the Spirit. - 2 Corinthians 3.18.

A coppersmith pours the liquid copper into a mold,
and thus the copper poured in takes on the form of
the mold. Or take the example of cake making, in
which a man puts a prepared dough into a mold
resulting in the cake taking upon itself the form of the
mold. We are to be likened to the Lord to just that
extent! To the extent of being "conformed to the
image of his Son" as Paul says in Romans 8.29. It
means we are to be like the Lord in His glorified
manhood. If man is to be really changed according to
the pattern set by God, he must undergo a
transformation in inner quality; that is, he must have
the life of God coming into his spirit and must allow it
to permeate his whole being till through the change
of nature he arrives at the total transformation of
image. The Spirit of the Lord works step by step; it is
"from glory to glory." Praise the Lord!
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Why art thou cast down, O my soul? And why art
thou disquieted within me? Hope thou in God; for
| shall yet praise him, who is the help of my
countenance, and my God. - Psalm 42.11.

Many Christians live too much by feeling. If they feel
joyful and happy today they will say God has truly
blessed them. If, however, they feel cold and flat
today they each will almost be heard to say, How
can | know where God is? Thus many Christians
lean upon their feeling; and as soon as their feeling
is missing, they waver. This proves that they do not
really know the Lord. How the children of God need
to be brought by the Lord to the place where feeling
cold or warm, flat or stirred, presents no problem
because they have known God with a knowledge
which is deeper than any feeling. In spite of varied
sensations outwardly—whether of joy or pain—they
inwardly know. And only such persons as these can
stand against all shakings.
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Unto one he gave five talents, to another two, to
another one; to each according to his several
ability; and he went on his journey. - Matthew
25.15.

There is no ground for pride and satisfaction to the
ones who receive five and two talents, respectively;
nor, on the other hand, is there any reason for
shame and envy by the one who only receives one
talent. How believers in the church today esteem the
more and despise the less! All this is the activity of
the flesh.

He who receives but one talent has the greatest
temptation. He tends to bury his gift and grow lazy.
He is ashamed of the little he has been given; he is
also conscious of how little he can earn from it by
trading. So that he simply buries his gift in the earth.
Though he cannot preach a great sermon and save
several hundred people at one time, though he is
unable to do such spectacular work, he can still do a
litle something for the Lord. May we be willing to do
a little work if God is willing to give a little gift.
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If anyone sin, and commit a trespass against
Jehovah, and ...have found that which was lost,
and deal falsely therein. - Leviticus 6.2, 3.

Though we may not take this matter seriously, it is
nonetheless a tresspass. We may speculate that
there is nothing unrighteous in picking up what is
lost. Still God declares that it is a false dealing. No
Christian should take as his own what belongs to
other people. Many have the idea that it is better for
money to fall into their own pockets than into the
pockets of other people. But this is unrighteous
thinking. We should not pick up anything and
consider it ours, even if it is a handkerchief, a hat, a
fountain pen or a letter. For this is unrighteous. We
may have done such a thing in the past, but let us try
our best to return it. We should either let the one who
lost it regain it or deliver the lost item to the local
authorities. Otherwise, we have sinned.
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And there was a famine in the land, besides the
first famine that was in the days of Abraham. -
Genesis 26.1.

In Egypt there was generally no famine; yet even
when it had had such, it had its old grain for relief. In
Canaan, however, there seemed to have been

frequent famine. This, spiritually speaking, indicates
to us that in the world there is little or no famine for
the one who is not only in the world but of the world
as well; but for the person who is in the way of
obedience to God, there will sometimes be famine;
for by comparison there is little or no trial in the
world, whereas in the way of obedience there may
be much trial. Yet however great is the trial, with God
there is always a living way out (see 1 Cor. 10.13).
Hence let us be watchful as well as faithful.
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Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? and not
one of them shall fall on the ground without your
Father. - Matthew 10.29.

The greatest error of our modern age is to pay too
much attention to mankind in general while
neglecting in particular the individual who is his own
self. Not so, though, with God. Although He means
to bless mankind, He starts out with the individual.
He does not despise any person. “Are not two
sparrows sold for a penny? and not one of them shall
fall on the ground without your Father.” We ought to
see the Father’s hand in all His works. Man has
indeed sinned and fallen, but thank God He does not
despise anyone. How He pours out His heart
towards every person. And such should be our
comfort. Only God'’s heart can ever truly satisfy
man’s heart.
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Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever
ye do, do all to the glory of God. - 1 Corinthians
10.31.

Right or wrong, straight or crooked, spiritually
valuable or unvaluable—all these are measured by
the presence or absence of God’s glory. Certain
matters may be minute and insignificant in human
eyes, yet at times when you touch these you touch
the very glory of God. And as you touch His glory,
you know you already have obtained His guidance.
You have no need to wait anymore. While doing
some works you may sense little worth or that
something is not quite right in them, whereas other
works you are engaged in make you feel they are
worthwhile and intrinsically right. The problem lies
not in the outward greatness or smallness of the
work; it hinges instead upon the presence or
absence of the glory of God: without God’s glory, no
value; with His glory, much value.
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Love not the world, neither the things that are in
the world. If any man love the world, the love of
the Father is not in him. - 1 John 2.15.

Once there was a painting exhibition. One of the
paintings pointed allegorically to a Christian. In the
picture there were lying around all kinds of toys
which a child loved. Yet that child did not seem to
notice any of them; his eyes instead were fixed upon
the window before him, and also his hands were
stretched forward. Viewing the painting from a
distance would suggest nothing at all, but a closer
look revealed a beautiful tiny pigeon perched on the
window sill. And the caption beneath the painting
indicated in so many words that for the sake of
wanting that pretty little pigeon the child forsook all
the toys. And thus the moral of the picture became
obvious: that in order to possess the more excellent
thing one must leave the other things. God has not
demanded that we cast away anything; He instead
puts before us the more excellent. For the sake of
possessing the more excellent, we naturally will
forsake many lesser things.
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Knowing this, that our old man was crucified with
him. - Romans 6.6.

It is imperative for us to ask the Spirit of the Lord for
revelation that we may see how our old man was
crucified with Christ. No matter how temptation may
sometimes come—causing us to feel as though our
old man has not died—we will nonetheless believe in
what God has done rather than in our feeling and
experience. When we truly see this as a fact we shall
find that the experience of it will naturally follow. Let
us notice that God’s fact does not become factual
because we so believe; instead, we believe so
because God’s fact is already factual.

Whenever he is tempted or tested, the person must
believe that God’s word and God'’s fact are more
dependable than his own feeling. If he fully believes
in God’s word, God will be responsible for giving him
the experience. Should a person turn to his own past
negative experience he will be defeated and will not
have any future positive experience. By our believing
in God’s fact, our spiritual life will daily advance.
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For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does
not first sit down and count the cost, whether he
have wherewith to complete it? - Luke 14.28.

The Lord talks about counting the cost. What He
really means to say here is whether a person is
willing to put up all he has in order to build a tower.
For example, if the building of a tower will cost $500
and a man is only willing to put in $300 while keeping
his remaining $200 for other purposes, it becomes
insufficient only because he keeps a part back. He
who keeps back love for others is unable to love
Christ. One must hate his own father and mother and
wife and children and brothers and sisters—and
even his own life—in the sense of taking them out of
his heart. Christ does not ask how much a person
gives but rather if he has given all to Him.
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And they shall see the Son of man coming on the
clouds of heaven with power and great glory. -
Matthew 24.30.

After His first coming, the Lord manifested both great
authority and glory. At His second coming, He will
manifest power and glory. At His first coming, people
marveled at his teaching and authority (Matt. 7.28).
The Pharisees questioned Him as to the source of
His authority (21.23). A centurion believed in His
authority (8.8-9). But at His second coming, He will
not only manifest authority but also power. He will
not ride on a colt (as the Prince of Peace) but will
ride instead on a white horse. Power is used in
executing the judgment of God. Even when He
overturned tables and drove out sheep and oxen
with a scourge of cords, He did not use the whip on
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men. Only at His second coming will He exercise
such power.
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Let us run with patience the race that is set before
us. - Hebrews 12.1.

We who are running this race must run "with
patience." Why with patience? Because the reward is
not given at the start, nor in the middle, but at the
very end of the course. Before the end is reached,
none can guarantee whether he will be rewarded.
One may fail at the last five steps. Once in a 200
meters dash, one man ran ahead of the rest by the
distance of about twenty meters through most of the
race, but then suddenly fell down with only two
meters left to the end. In order to win, a person must
be very careful. Before the end is reached no one
can boast that he has the reward. Even the apostle
Paul must say this: "Not that | have already obtained,
or am already made perfect; but | press on" (Phil.
3.12). If such was true of Paul, then what about us?
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Looking unto Jesus the author and perfecter of
our faith. - Hebrews 12.2.

What is meant by looking to Jesus? It is not to look
at one’s self. To look off to Jesus is to be so
attracted by Him that a person leaves his own inner
world and is joined to the One to whom he looks.
What kind of Jesus do you look to? You look to a
Jesus who is both author and perfecter of your faith
—the all-inclusive Jesus. The secret of spiritual
advance, then, is to know how not to dwell on one’s
personal condition. He who knows how not to look at
himself is truly blessed. May the Spirit of God give us
revelation, causing us to know what "looking away"
is and how not to have an improper recollection of
oneself.
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Upon this rock | will build my church; and the
gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. -
Matthew 16.18.
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Gates serve as entrance and exit. Neither Hades nor
death can hold on to believers or the church,
because the incorruptible life has already been
manifested in them (see 2 Tim. 1.10). This
incorruptible life has come out of Hades. For the
Lord has the authority to have His life enter in and
exit out of Hades at will. Hades has no power to hold
back this life. And what has been deposited in the
believer is the very same life. For this reason, Hades
cannot withhold us either. However vicious the
environment—trial, persecution, malice, murder, and
so forth—and though we may be walled in on all
sides, we shall have a life which can neither be
withheld nor overcome by any environment.
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[Christ Jesus] emptied himself, taking the form of
a servant, being made in the likeness of men. -
Philippians 2.7.

This means He accepted limitation. In heaven, our
Lord is free to move wherever He wishes. But after
He was incarnated and took upon himself the
likeness of men, He grew up from babyhood to
manhood. He grew according to the age of men, and
as man He needed to eat and drink as well as to
sleep and rest. This was a tremendous restriction to
His deity. Indeed, He became even more limited by
taking the form of a bondservant. As a man, He still

had the freedom of men as well as experiencing the
enjoyment that men have. Now, though, taking the
form of a bondservant, He sacrificed even the
freedom of an ordinary man. He was restricted and
bound in all His ways; He knew nothing except His
Father’s will. What restriction He must have
accepted in His humanity! Though being the infinite
God, the Lord Jesus accepted finite limitation; and
though He became man, He accepted even further
restriction.
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The seven stars are the angels of the seven
churches: and the seven candlesticks are seven
churches. - Revelation 1.20.

The first chapter of Revelation tells us that the
church is the golden candlestick. God in His word not
only says the church is golden, He also says that the
church is the golden candlestick. If the church is only
golden, she cannot satisfy God’s heart. Why does
God say the church is the golden candlestick?
Because the golden candlestick serves the purpose
of spreading the light so that the light may shine far
and wide. God wants the church to be a shining
vessel, a vessel of testimony. From the very
beginning He has ordained the church to be a
candlestick. Not one certain person, but the entire
church. In the divine view the church is a candlestick.
It is therefore not enough for it simply to be golden,
which means that everything about it is of God; it
must also shine for God and testify for Him as the
golden candlestick.
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Ye search the scriptures, because ye think that in
them ye have eternal life; and these are they
which bear witness of me; and ye will not come to
me, that ye may have life. - John 5.39,40.

If a person receives some religious truth from a book
or from a teacher or even from the Bible itself without
the need of prayer, of laying down one's power or of
depending completely on the Holy Spirit, he is
receiving that truth in the power of his mind. For the
acceptance of truth in the power of the mind means
receiving it directly from a book, teacher or the Bible
while by-passing the Holy Spirit. The Pharisees knew
the Scriptures directly in this way; hence, what they
ended up possessing was something dead, void of
any living experience before God—for the word of
God leads people to draw nigh to Him, and God
himself is Spirit.
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