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And they called Rebekah, and said unto her, Wilt
thou go with this man? And she said, | will go.
Genesis 24.58.

When Rebecca was asked if she would go with the
steward of Abraham, she answered: “| will go.” She
thus left her father's house. After leaving her father’s
house, Rebecca rode on a camel and journeyed
through the wilderness. This signifies the way of
suffering (the camel here signifies suffering). Only
thus could she have helped Isaac and pleased him.

All Christians should tell the Lord: “Henceforth | am
willing to lay down everything, including any person,
event or thing, for Your sake.” Otherwise, when God
says to us today to forsake a certain thing, we shall
reply that we cannot for it is too painful. Tomorrow if
He would challenge with another matter, we could
again respond with: “No, | cannot because that is too
painful.” It may appear that God is very hard on us.
Why? Because we have never left our father’s
house. “Forget also thine own people, and thy
father’s house: so will the king desire thy beauty”
(Ps. 45.10, 11).
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If also a man contend in the games, he is not
crowned, except he have contended lawfully. 2
Timothy 2.5.

Who in an athletic game would dare to step out of
the line drawn in such a race? All must run within the
assigned lines. And such is the meaning of 2
Timothy 2 which states that “if... a man contend in
the games, he is not crowned, except he have
contended lawfully’—that is to say, according to the
rules. How very pitiful that many Christians run
zealously, yet they do not run according to the
course God has set. Our own zeal, labor and activity
cannot substitute for God’s rule and will. Running
outside the will of God leads to loss. Since the Lord
has set the course before us, we must run in it
before we may expect to win the reward.
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How that our gospel came not unto you in word
only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit, and
in much assurance. 1 Thessalonians 1.5.

Let us not be satisfied with merely meaningful words.
We must seek the power of God. How many times
people talk about the truth of the Holy Spirit without
their having even a little of His power. What a
believer lacks is none other than more of the life of
God.

It is most interesting to notice that if a person
understands the truth of God with his mind, he must
frequently be exercised to grasp this truth. But if he
knows the truth in the power of the Holy Spirit and
maintains it in the same power as well, he will not
need to grasp the truth in time of need as though like
a drowning person grasping hold of a rope; rather,
he himself will be grasped and saved by the truth
through the Holy Spirit. This distinction is most
evident.
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Now while the bridegroom tarried, they all
slumbered and slept. Matthew 25.5.

The parable of the evil servant (Matthew 24) teaches
believers to be ready to meet the Lord today, while
the parable of the ten virgins instructs us to be
prepared for any unexpected delay of the Lord’s
return. Should the Lord tarry for 56 more years, will
you still be ready to meet Him? If you set your lamp

to burn only till midnight, the Lord may tarry until
after that hour. Do not despise the testing of the
Lord. The usefulness of the oil in the vessel is
revealed in the Lord’s tarrying.
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Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints,
was this grace given, to preach unto the Gentiles
the unsearchable riches of Christ. Ephesians 3.8.

There may come a day when on the one hand you
sense jealousy and pride and lust within you and on
the other hand you sense no love nor humility nor
gentleness in you. You ask the Lord to deliver you.
You ask Him once, twice, many times. Until one day
you are given revelation concerning the riches of
Christ, and you realize how foolish of you to have
asked for deliverance. You are given to hear this
word of God: “My grace is sufficient for thee” (2 Cor.
12.9). And thus there is no need to ask, for the Lord
says, “l am holiness, | am gentleness, | am full of
grace.” Everything is in Him. As God shows you the
riches in Christ, you pass through a crisis. Then you
will experience more and more of the grace in Christ.
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But we will not glory beyond our measure, but
according to the measure of the province which
God apportioned to us as a measure, to reach
even unto you. 2 Corinthians 10.13.

Each servant of the Lord has a measure of the
sphere of work which God has apportioned to him;
each believer has a divinely-appointed course to
finish. If each one will stand in his post, do his share
of work, and finish his appointed course, what a glory
shall be seen!

A huge pillar is certainly essential to a house, but a
small nail is not any the less needed. How can the
church be established if each one in the church
aspires to be a great revivalist or a great evangelist
or a great teacher? Ought we not walk in the course
of the Lord’s will? We should not aim at a great thing;
we should stand instead in the place of God’s
choice. If He wants us to do a small work quietly, we
are happy to do it. For God does not seek “great
talent”; He uses whoever is usable. May we be
willing to take our place under the divine
appointment.
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And my speech and my preaching were not in
persuasive words of wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power. 1
Corinthians 2.4.

The least amount of self-reliance will unquestionably
take away our reliance on the Holy spirit. Only
people who have been crucified know and are willing
to know how to depend on the Spirit of God and His
power. Paul, for instance, has himself been crucified
with Christ; hence, when he works, he exhibits fully
the spirit of the cross without any self-dependence.
Because he uses the way of the cross to proclaim
the Saviour of the cross, the Holy Spirit and His
power support Paul’s testimony. May we say with our
brother Paul: “Our gospel came not unto you in word
only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit” (1
Thess. 1.5). For though we may speak movingly,
what is the use if the Holy Spirit is not working
behind our words?
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But watch ye at every season, making
supplication, that ye may prevail to escape all



these things that shall come to pass, and to stand
before the Son of man. Luke 21.36.

The Lord distinctly promises that the church may
escape the Great Tribulation and “stand before the
Son of man”—This no doubt refers to rapture.
Nevertheless, there is a condition involved. Not for
all who are simply born again, but for those born-
again ones who watch and pray. “That ye may
prevail’—If you watch and pray, you may prevail.
Hence the promise is given to those who do these
things. Does everyone in the whole church watch
and pray? Let us pay attention to this.
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But seek ye first his kingdom, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you. Matthew 6.33.

Prayer will be answered if it aims at letting Christ
have the first place in all things. Seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness, and God will
add to us all our needs. May we transform the time
of praying for our needs into a time of praying for
God’s affairs. God will then hear the prayer we have
uttered—that is, prayer for the things of God; but He
will also hear the prayer we have not uttered—that
is, prayer for our own affairs. If we would ask first
that the Lord might receive His, He would cause us
to receive ours too. One of the sweet experiences in
the life of a Christian is to have prayer continually
answered.
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How much more shall the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without
blemish unto God, cleanse your conscience from
dead works to serve the living God? Hebrews
9.14.

This verse tells us to what degree Christ can save
our conscience. His blood is able to cleanse it from
dead works. Let me ask you about your conscience.
Is it under accusation? If yours is constantly under
accusation, you have not fully possessed what Christ
has accomplished for you. The Lord saves us; and
His blood cleanses our conscience. It is so cleansed
by His blood that there is no more condemnation.
When we gather together we may sometimes pray,
“O God, we thank You for we have our hearts
sprinkled from an evil conscience”; yet afterwards we
are frequently troubled. This that happens simply
indicates that we have only had our conscience
covered or that it is at times overlooked. But the
blood of the Son of God is able to cleanse us. He is
able to save us to the extent of having our
conscience totally cleansed.
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| have the keys of death and of Hades. Revelation
1.18.

In Revelation 6.8 it is said that Hades follows death.
In Revelation 20.14 we see that both Hades and
death end up in being cast into the Lake of Fire. In
these two passages just cited it would seem that
both Hades and death have taken up personality.
This would appear to be confirmed by such Scripture
passages as Hebrews 2.14 which says the devil has
the power of death and Matthew 16.18 which
mentions the gates (or powers) of Hades. Behind
death and Hades there is a personal devil who holds
the power. But our Lord has risen from the dead.
Over Him death and Hades have no more power;
quite the contrary, He holds the keys of both. Here
we see that far from death and Hades holding power
over our Lord, the Latter has in fact overcome them!
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After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Matthew 6.9.

The prayer which the Lord taught His disciples as
recorded in the New Testament is a great revelation.
That prayer unveils the heart desire of God, which is,
that God wants to be God. Only God himself can use
His name in heaven, but on earth His name is used
by some people in vain. God seems to hide himself
as if He is non-existent. But one day our Lord
instructed His disciples to pray, saying: “Our Father
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.” He
instructs us to pray in this fashion so that we may
declare that He is God—He alone—and none else is.
We should be like the psalmist of old, proclaiming:
“Glory ye in his holy name” (105.3). We should also
declare, “O Jehovah, our Lord, how excellent is thy
name in all the earth” (Ps. 8.1).
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Now ye are the body of Christ, and severally
members thereof. 1 Corinthians 12.27.

A member of a physical body is different from a body
cell. Lacking a cell does not matter much, but the
lack of a member in a body is unthinkable. How
pitiful that the conditions of many Christians are like
those of cells in the human body instead of
members. Such a person seems to have no specific
use in the body of Christ, neither does he fulfill his
part. In any given church meeting his presence does
not appear to add anything to the body of Christ, and
his absence does not give the appearance to the
body that it is lacking in anything. Were he to
perceive the body he could not help but see himself



as a member. Were he to perceive the body, he
would know that it will suffer loss if he does not
supply life to it.
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For the showing, | say, of his righteousness at
this present season: that he might himself be just,
and the justifier of him that hath faith in Jesus.
Romans 3.26.

The more that people see sin through God’s
enlightenment, the more they are sorrowful for their
sins, and the more they appreciate the grace of
forgiveness. Yet there are people who always fear
that God will not forgive because of the greatness of
their sins, both in number and in gravity. Nay, they
even go so far as to surmise that forgiveness will be
too cheap should God really forgive them. All who
embrace such wrong attitudes need to know the
trustworthiness of forgiveness, for it is not without
firm foundation.

Grace never reigns by itself, it reigns through

righteousness (Rom. 5.21). Grace does not come
directly to us, it comes to us indirectly through the
cross. God does not forgive our sins because He

pities us when He sees us repent, express regret,
exhibit sorrow, and weep. No, God can never forgive
on that basis. He must first judge our sins and then
He forgives. A common notion held by many is that
“grace and righteousness cannot both be preserved.”
Yet all who have been taught by grace will declare
that in forgiving our sins God has kept both grace
and righteousness intact.
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Having the eyes of your heart enlightened, that ye
may know what is the hope of his calling, what
the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the
saints, and what the exceeding greatness of his
power to us-ward who believe. Ephesians 1.18,
19.

Sometimes men are tempted to say: “If only before
the foundation of the world God had made such and
such a decision, how good it would be.” But Paul
tells us that what God has predetermined before the
foundation of the world is perfect and complete. Men
may even be tempted to say: “Ah, if only today God
would do such and such.” Yet God wants us to
understand that everything has already been done
on the cross and in resurrection.



Hence, Paul is not found praying that God may do a
little more for us, neither that He will make His grace
towards us a little richer, nor that He will manifest His
power in us a little more. What Paul longs for us is
not that we may obtain more of God but that we may
see how glorious and rich and great is that which we
have already obtained.
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The disciples say unto him, Whence should we
have so many loaves in a desert place as to fill so
great a multitude? Matthew 15.33.

Those who say such words look only at the
environment. The prime lesson of faith is to be rid of
the “whence” in our thinking. No prayer of faith ever
says “whence”; if God says so, that is enough.

The loaves given to the disciples for distribution
represent resurrection. The loaves in the hands of
the disciples originally can never multiply, but after
being broken by the Lord, that which remains of the
multiplied loaves after the feeding of four thousand
men, besides the women and children present, fill up
seven baskets. A life that has been dealt with by the
cross is no longer natural but is supernatural and
overabundant in supplying the needs of others.
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Even so, | say unto you, there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner
that repenteth. Luke 15.10.

Have we ever thought of how each return and each
obedience gives joy to the Father’s heart? The peak
of the gospel lies not in what the sinner receives but
what God receives. How we should give ourselves
wholly to Him. How much can we give to God? Let
us not assume it does not matter if we grow a little bit
cold. We should know what loss our little bit of
coldness gives to God. Let us not rationalize that it is
only a small thing to love the world and be mixed up
with it. We ought to realize that this has much to do
with our relationship to God: how this will cause
much loss to the Father.

Consecration is not forced on us to put us down;
rather, it enables us to enter the joy of God, that he
may rejoice because of us. How wonderful this is!
May we enter into the Father’s joy today, and give
God cause to be glad!
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For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye
are not under law, but under grace. Romans 6.14.

In America there was once a Christian who had been
able to overcome many things in his life except for
four or five sins which he committed repeatedly. He
confessed that his history was a story of continual
confession. One day he read Romans 6.14. He
accordingly prayed as follows: “Your word says sin
shall not have dominion over me, but my situation
attests that sin has had dominion over me.
Nevertheless, today | believe in Your word, therefore
| declare | have already overcome my sin.”

Later on, when one of the same temptations came
his way, he would still fall if he looked at himself; but
whenever he trusted in the word of God, telling God
that His word could not be untrue, he experienced
victory. And thus he lived a victorious life. Here is the
most important thing for us to lay hold of: God’s
word. If you look at yourself, you shall be as
corrupted as you were before. If you look at your
environment, it will be as difficult as it has always
been. But if you believe in God’s word, you are able
to overcome.
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For from within, out of the heart of men, evil
thoughts proceed... All these evil things proceed
from within, and defile the man. Mark 7.21, 23.

The heart which Mark speaks of is our natural heart.
What is the condition of that heart? “All these evil
things proceed from within,” says the Lord. Oh, how
much wickedness comes out of the heart! But in
Matthew’s Gospel we find the Lord declaring:
“Blessed are the pure in heart” (5.8)—He is able to
save the heart and change it from wickedness to
pureness.

The way to have our heart saved is not by
suppressing the evils within so that they will not
come out; rather, it is by a cleansing from the inside
out. If we attempt to cover or to seal up, let it be said
that such is not salvation; because we have not yet
been saved to the point of pureness of heart. We
should inquire before the Lord as to how much evil
thoughts, craftiness, and pride we have in our hearts.
If these be only suppressed within us, we merely
cover them over and our hearts are still not saved.
Does not God in fact say, “Blessed are the pure in
heart™?
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But | say unto you, Love your enemies, and pray
for them that persecute you. Matthew 5.44.

The aforesaid actions are taken because there is
love. If we are fretful, we will not be able to pray for
our persecutors. The love in view here is neither due
to liking nor to familiarity, rather it is because of
mercy. We should never shut up a heart of mercy.

By acting according to verse 44 we may be sons of
the heavenly Father, since we have exhibited His
nature. Verse 45 (“That ye may be sons of your
Father who is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to
rise on the evil and the good...”) shows us how
liberal is the way God treats mankind. Were He like
us, none would ever be saved. Only God can forget
man’s evil. Man does not possess the ability to forget
evil; he does not have absolute forgetfulness.
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That which we have seen and heard declare we
unto you also, that ye also may have fellowship
with us: yea, and our fellowship is with the Father,
and with his Son Jesus Christ. 1 John 1.3.

Please note that the Gospels precede the Epistles.
The Gospels first relate what Christ has done, and
only then do the later Epistles explain what actually
has transpired. First the experience of Christ, then
the doctrine of Christ. First the life of Christ, then the
teaching of Christ.

Martin Luther went through much suffering and
hardship, yet he did not obtain justification. Not until
one day God showed him that justification is by faith.
Only by faith was he finally justified; and thereafter
he presented the teaching of justification by faith.
First the life, then the applicable doctrine. Let us not
spend too much time in examining, analyzing, and
researching a doctrine. All these are like reeds which
will not support you when encountering real life
difficulties. It is God who carries you through. First
experience, then the doctrine.
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But Noah found favor in the eyes of Jehovah.
Genesis 6.8.

During the days of Noah mankind sinned so terribly
that their iniquity could be spoken of as being full;
consequently, God destroyed them with a flood. Yet



He was mindful not only of Noah and his family but
also of many living creatures. He wanted to preserve
their lives. So He made a covenant with Noah,
saying: “I will establish my covenant with thee; and
thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and
thy wife, and thy sons’ wives with thee. And of every
living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou
bring into the ark... And take thou unto thee of all
food that is eaten, and gather it to thee; and it shall
be for food for thee, and for them” (Gen. 6.18-21). In
order to preserve their lives God even thought of
their food. And thus this covenant reveals how loving
and sensitive is God’s heart towards man.
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For through him we both have our access in one
Spirit unto the Father. Ephesians 2.18.

Trust means having the ability to entrust to, boldness
to rely on, the full assurance to depend upon, and so
forth. It really includes a very great deal. A spirit of
trust is most essential to prayer and to the total
Christian life. If our relationship with the Lord
continually fluctuates—with our having neither
assurance nor confidence—our entire life will be
fatally wounded.

True trust is based on one factor, which is Christ
himself. We have absolute privilege to draw near to
God because Christ himself is that privilege which
we have. This is God’s provision. In Christ's name
we may come to the Father at any time anywhere.
We never approach the Father in our name or our

condition because this is simply impossible. We
come to see the Father in the name of the Son
alone.
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He that doth not take his cross and follow after
me, is not worthy of me. Matthew 10.38.

To love the Lord is His only demand. Without
denying self, no one can love the Lord. Here He
does not mention His own cross. The emphasis here
is taking up the cross. To be laid on the cross occurs
only once: there He carries us. To take up the cross
is a daily affair: here we carry Him.

What is meant by taking up the cross? It is
submitting to God from the heart. In the Garden of
Gethsemane our Lord had his mind set on doing the
Father’s will. And so He went from there to take up
the cross. Taking up the cross, therefore, is being
determined to do God’s will and nothing else.
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Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to
slay Moses. But Moses fled from the face of
Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian. Exodus
2.15.

When God sets you aside, you may not understand
His will. Again and again He places you there,
without giving you favorable environment, so that
you may submit yourself under His mighty hand. This
is to test whether or not you will do His will, for your
own will must be dealt with. This is a crisis you must
face. The rejection of Moses by the children of Israel
was of God. The seeking for his life by Pharaoh was
also of God. His flight to the lonely wilderness was
likewise of God. After having had numerous
communications with God in the wilderness for forty
years, he was finally taught by God, he at last
realizing his total uselessness. He then no longer
dreamed of saving the Israelites with his own ability.
He no more thought of himself as a great and mighty
man. He ceased to consider himself as being par
excellence in the spiritual realm. He at last knew
what he could not do. And that was precisely the
place which God had wanted him to arrive at all
along.
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Seeing that ye have put off the old man with his
doings, and have put on the new man, that is
being renewed unto knowledge after the image of
him that created him. Colossians 3.9, 10.

That ye put away, as concerning your former
manner of life, the old man,... and that ye be

renewed in the spirit of your mind. Ephesians
422,23

These passages underscore the fact that we should
experience the perfectness of “the new man” in

accordance with the life of God. “Put off,” “put away”
and “put on” are actions of the will. Believers need to
exercise their will to reject all the works of the old
man and to choose all the freshness of the new man.
The apex of Christian living is the life of the will. With
the will set, they shall be renewed in mind and
knowledge according to the image of God. The mind
is the battleground in spiritual warfare. It is the
stronghold of the Adamic life as well as being that
part of our life which is most corrupted by sin. If the
mind be renewed, the image of God can easily be
restored.
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Thou shalt remember all the way which Jehovah
thy God hath led thee these forty years in the
wilderness, that he might humble thee, to prove
thee, to know what was in thy heart.
Deuteronomy 8.2.

Let us understand that God has no need for our
defeats and failures—only we do. For while we
experience smooth sailing, being often victorious and
full of joy, we may regard ourselves as being fairly
good and having possession of something that other
people do not have. Though we may not dare to
boast openly of anything, nevertheless, when we
make some progress in spiritual life or have some
success in spiritual work we cannot help but
conceive the thought that now we are truly holy and
powerful and excelling quite well. In such a state as
this, it is easy to become careless and to lose the
attitude of depending on God. Accordingly, the Lord
permits us to fall from glory to dust. We learn we are
no different from the world’s greatest and worst
sinners. With the result that we dare not be self-
reliant anymore but will in all things cast ourselves
upon God with fear and trembling.
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For hereunto were ye called: because Christ also
suffered for you, leaving you an example, that ye
should follow his steps. 1 Peter 2.21.

A sister once ruled her house like a queen, then got
saved, and became almost like a maid. When she
asked her parents for some pocket money and she
was not given it as quickly as before, she was willing
to lay aside her position and privilege as a daughter.
Being now a Christian, you cannot expect your
parents to necessarily treat you any more as their
child or expect your friends to necessarily deal with
you kindly as before. If they refuse to give you your
rights, you should put yourself in God’s hand and
learn concerning the Lord, one “who, existing in the
form of God,... emptied himself’ (Phil. 2.6,7). He
never spoke for himself, therefore we should not
speak for ourselves either.
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The sum of thy word is truth; and every one of thy
righteous ordinances endureth forever. Psalm
119.160.

After the translation of a certain Assyrian tablet,
people enthusiastically reported that the Old
Testament history was now being verified by that
tablet. This is really turning things upside down.
Does the word of God need any verification? Let us
clearly understand that if the record on the Assyrian
tablet coincides with that of the Bible, it only shows
that the tablet has no historical error. And if they do
not agree, it merely proves that the tablet is
erroneous. In a similar way, if the teaching of science
agrees with the Bible, the latter verifies the truth of
science. But in case they do not agree, the
Scriptures attest to the falsehood of science’s
hypothesis.
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When he came down from the mount... Moses
knew not that the skin of his face shone by
reason of his speaking with him. Exodus 34.29.

The lady who powders herself needs to look at the
mirror frequently, but Moses’ face shone often
without his even being conscious of it. Whoever
manifests the effects of God’s working in him, that
can be called spiritual. But the one who attempts to
manufacture something must employ much strength;
therefore he feels weary at being a Christian,
although a Christian should never exercise his own
strength in any case. We often judge that so long as
a thing looks good it is probably all right, but God
looks at the source as to whether it is of Him or an
imitating in the power of the flesh.
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