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Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy
laden, and | will give you rest. - Matthew 11.28.

The Israelites in the ancient time only expected to
have their burden lightened by Pharaoh instead of
expecting total rest from their burden. The condition
of the Israelites may represent the condition of the
people today. As they had only hoped for their
burden to be lightened but not lifted, so men today
ask merely for a lighter burden and less worry. Let
me declare that what the Lord Jesus Christ gives is
not less labor but total rest. Do you know what rest
is? It means a ceasing from work. You who are
bound by sins and pressed with many burdens have
no rest. Then know that the Lord Jesus came to give
you rest. You need not do anything; He will simply
give it to you.
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And God said, Let there be a firmament in the
midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters
from the waters. - Genesis 1.6.

Concerning the Six Days of work, God pronounced
each day’s work as good except the second day. Did
God forget? Not at all, for what He says or does not
say is equally full of meaning. The Scriptures are
God-breathed, word for word. He did not pronounce
the second day’s work good because the firmament
or air is somewhat related to Satan. Is not Satan "the
prince of the powers of the air" (Eph. 2.2)? Seeing
that this firmament would be the habitation of Satan
and his evil spirits, God did not sum up this day’s
work as being good. The air thus becomes the
headquarters for the kingdom of darkness. For this
reason, while we are meeting or praying, we need to
ask God to clear the air by means of the precious
blood of our Lord so that we may not be oppressed
by the enemy.
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And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon
us. - Psalm 90.17 mg.

One day a Christian went to talk with a servant of
God. Being somewhat fearful of criticism, this
Christian exerted his utmost strength to keep himself
humble during the conversation. His attitude as well
as his word were quite humble in tone. But while he
was trying to be humble, those who sat nearby
detected the strain of it. Now if a person is truly
humble, he has no need to exercise so much effort.

Can you say he was not humble? Well, he appeared
to be so, but in point of fact it was man-made
humility, and such belongs to the soul. For if God
had worked in this brother, he could have been
humble quite naturally. He himself would not have
felt he was being humble, and those around him
could have instead seen the work of God in him.
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And looked this way and that way, and when he
saw that there was no man, he smote the
Egyptian, and hid him in the sand ... But Moses
fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the
land of Midian. - Exodus 2.12, 15.

What did all this mean? Moses knew only his
wisdom and power; he had yet to recognize his
foolishness and weakness. God wanted to show him

that in relying on himself there were things which he
could not do. He sincerely wished to help God in
saving the children of Israel, but God had no need of
any human help. People who try to help Him with
their fleshly wisdom and power will never receive His
approval. Many are rejected by Him not because
they lack in wisdom and power, but because they are
too wise and powerful. Hence God cannot use them.
He has to set them aside and let them cool down. He
will wait until their natural fire is extinguished before
He will use them.
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And he said unto them, Why are ye fearful? have
ye not yet faith? - Mark 4.40.

The Lord Jesus on one occasion said to His
disciples, "Let us go over unto the other side" of the
Lake of Galilee; but suddenly there arose a great
storm, with the waves beating into the boat so much
that it was beginning to fill up. The disciples therefore
awakened the sleeping Jesus and cried, "Teacher,
carest thou not that we perish?" Whereupon He
arose and rebuked the wind and the storm. And the
wind ceased, and there was a great calm. But then
the Lord rebuked the disciples by saying, "Have you
not yet faith?" Do let us see that since the Lord had
commanded that they all go to the other side, the
disciples and Jesus would get to the other side. The
wind might blow harder and the waves might rise
higher; yet nothing could hinder them from reaching
the other shore because the Lord had said



otherwise. Accordingly, what is of utmost importance
is to believe God’s word. If God says so, then that is
enough; and nothing else matters.
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Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof |
commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? -
Genesis 3.11.

Is it a sin to know good and evil? Is it not virtuous to
seek to know good and evil? For God knows good
and evil. Is it a sin to be like God? Is it not a
commendable thing to seek to be like God? How is
it, then, that this act of Adam’s becomes the very
root of all human sin and misery? For what reason?
Although such action on the surface appears to be
good, Adam acted without God’s command or
promise. And in trying to obtain this knowledge
outside of God and according to his own self, Adam
sinned. Do we see the significance here of that word
"independence"? All independent actions are sins.
Adam had not trusted in God; he had not set himself
aside in order to obey God; he had acted
independently of God; and in order to obtain this
knowledge he had proclaimed independence against
God. And that is why the Lord declared that this was
sin.
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When he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on
the two side-posts, Jehovah will pass over the
door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come in
unto your houses to smite you. - Exodus 12.23.

What did God say regarding the blood thus applied
by the Israelites? He declared: "When | see the
blood, | will pass over you" (Ex. 12.13). How
significant is this word! The "I" is God himself.
Passover therefore means that God passes over
when He sees the blood. It is God who sees the
blood, not the people who put it on. We will never
see the full value of the blood of our Passover Lamb
because we are inside the door, whereas the Blood
is applied to the outside of the door. So that the
Blood is not seen by us, because it is not given to us
to see. We must consequently use faith. Though we
may not see it or feel it, we simply believe, for the
Blood is for God to see. The essential matter for us
is: has the Blood been applied? If it has been
applied, there is no more need to be worried.
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| came that they may have life, and may have it
abundantly. - John 10.10.

An abundant life is a matured life. We know the
difference between growing and arriving at maturity.
A child will grow annually; but after he comes of age,
it is no longer a matter of growth, but is to him a
matter of maturity. He who only experiences the
period of growing does not have abundant life; it
requires the time of maturing to achieve abundance.
All who deem the beginning to be the whole will
consider themselves fully possessing everything.
How harmful, then, initial experiences can be to
entering into deeper experiences. A shallow
experience may hinder us from having a truly deep
experience; having superficial knowledge may
hamper us from having deeper knowledge.
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Whom we proclaim, admonishing every man and
teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may

present every man perfect in Christ. - Colossians
1.28.

How could Paul do such a work? Immediately he
explains: "Whereunto | labor also, striving according
to his working, which worketh in me mightily" (v. 29).
The word "mightily" may also be translated "with
explosive power." In other words, what God worked
in Paul was explosive power, and hence that which
worked out of Paul was likewise explosive power.
The apostle labored not by his soulical strength but
by this divine explosive power. This power exploded
within him unceasingly, causing him to strive
diligently to present every man perfect in Christ. It is
this power of life which enables us to labor more
abundantly and strive more diligently.
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And without controversy great is the mystery of
godliness: God was manifest in the flesh ... - 1
Timothy 3.16 AV.

A person who really knows God manifests Him. And
this is none other than living a godly life. Godliness is
a great mystery, but since God has been manifested
in the flesh (1 Tim. 3.16), this mystery has now
become a revealed one. Think of it! Jesus of
Nazareth is God manifested in the flesh! This
glorious God-and-Man has manifested the holy and



glorious life of God. And today, this life is in us and
shall be manifested through us.

Let it be clearly understood that godliness is not a
kind of ascetic exercise; rather, it is a kind of life
consciousness, being in line with the character of
God’s life. For this reason the apostle Paul lists
godliness among the things which a man of God
should pursue: "But thou, O man of God, . . . follow
after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience,
meekness" (1 Tim. 6.11). On the day we are born
again, God’s "divine power hath granted unto us all
things that pertain unto life and godliness" (2 Peter
1.3)
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But the father said to his servants, Bring forth
quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a
ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. - Luke
15.22.

This prodigal had prepared a speech for his father,
but he was so touched by the father’s love that he
could not finish his speech with the words, “Make me
as one of thy hired servants.” By carefully reading
the context we find that he was given no chance to
say so by his father. The latter had heard enough.

Without waiting for his son to finish his speech, he
ordered his servants to bring out quickly the best
robe to put on his son, the ring to be put on his hand,
and shoes to be put on his feet.

Such salvation as this reveals how God will treat you
and me: it is not how we think we will be treated by
Him. If it were according to our thinking, we would at
best be a hired servant forever. We think of
ourselves as sinners, but God declares we are
children. We think we will perish, but He seats us at
the table. There is absolutely no danger of saying too
much about the grace of God. We think we are not
worthy to be called sons, but He does exceedingly
above that which we could ever think of.
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Fear not, Paul; thou must stand before Caesar;
and lo, God hath granted thee all them that sail
with thee. - Acts 27.24.

He who really has God's promise is usually restful
and calm in his demeanor, for to him that promise is
as good as realized. When Paul met with danger
from the sea on his journey to Rome, he could stand
among his fellow passengers and declare: "Sirs, be
of good cheer: for | believe God, that it shall be even
so as it hath been spoken unto me." Let us further
observe that "when he had said this, and had taken
bread, he gave thanks to God in the presence of all;
and he brake it, and began to eat." Such was Paul's
attitude towards the promise of God. This created
such a deep impression on his fellow passengers
that they were "all of good cheer, and themselves
also took food" (v.36).
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And he died for all, that they that live should no
longer live unto themselves, but unto him who for
their sakes died and rose again. - 2 Corinthians
5.15.

Let it be clearly recognized that selfishness is no less
evident in prayer than it is in other areas! How strong
are our opinions, desires, plans and pursuits! Self-
denial must be practiced everywhere. It is just as
essential in prayers as it is in action. We ought to
know that we redeemed ones should live for the Lord
—He who both died and now lives for us. We must
live wholly for Him and seek nothing for ourselves.

We often think of prayer as an outlet for expressing
what we need—as our cry to God for help. We do
not see that prayer is the asking of God to fulfill His
needs. We ought to understand that God's original
thought is certainly not the letting of believers
achieve their own aims through prayer, rather it is
God accomplishing His purpose through the prayers
of the believers.
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Lie not one to another; seeing that ye have put off
the old man with his doings. - Colossians 3.9.

To say less than what is required is lying; to be
pretentious is also lying. Try to be an honest person,
and you will know how difficult it is. | had a friend
who one day in Kuangtung Province encountered a
bandit demanding money of him. Being a Christian,
he thought he could not lie that he had no money.
Yet if he said he had money, the bandit would take
all and leave him nothing. He finally acknowledged
the fact of his money and let the bandit take all he
had in his pocket. In such an emergency, he could
easily have lied to try to save himself; but if he were
to be true to the Lord, he could not tell a lie.
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And [the two angels] say unto her, Woman, why
weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because
they have taken away my Lord, and | know not
where they have laid him. - John 20.13.

Mary had not thought of the Lord's resurrection. Four
times as recorded in the Gospel according to
Matthew, the Lord had told His disciples that after He
died He would be raised from among the dead. Yet
Mary knew nothing of it. So that on that day all her
hope had been shattered; and then she only desired
after the Lord's body. Yet in spite of her ignorance,
the Lord revealed himself to her because of her
singular desire for Him.

The Lord appeared to Mary so as to satisfy a heart
that was hungering and thirsting after Him. Here was
a heart wholly occupied with the Lord, and hence He
sought her out. Let me say that it is not that
detrimental if we are somewhat lacking in
knowledge; but to have a heart that will stir up the
Lord is most precious.
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This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured
out for many unto remission of sins. - Matthew
26.28.

What is the relation between blood and covenant?
We may say that blood is the foundation while
covenant is the document. The blood lays the
foundation of the covenant and the covenant reveals
the document established in the blood. Without the
blood no covenant can be inaugurated, nor will it be
effective. God enumerates in the covenant all the
inheritance He is giving us, and this covenant He

seals with the blood of the Lord Jesus. It is on the
ground of this New Covenant of the blood of the Lord
Jesus that we come into our spiritual inheritance.
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Now about that time Herod the king put forth his
hands to afflict certain of the church. And he killed
James the brother of John with his sword. - Acts
121, 2.

Today many love to read the excellent letters of
Paul, to hear of the great works of Peter, and to learn
of the wonderful visions of John, but they altogether
forget about his servant James. Yet how can we
overlook the fact that all works of God are based on
what James represents?

If there is not the suffering of James, the Lord will not
be satisfied. For in His very coming into this world,
our Lord Jesus stood in the place of the rejected.
And if we therefore do not suffer with Him—and no
matter what good works we may perform—we
cannot satisfy His heart. Peter himself once
declared, "Forasmuch then as Christ suffered in the
flesh, arm ye yourselves also with the same mind" (1
Peter 4.1). Only by suffering can we overcome all
things and complete the eternal purpose of God.
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Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou,
bid me come unto thee upon the waters. -
Matthew 14.28.

Believers should imitate Peter in being special and in
following the Lord first. "And said, Come" (v.29). The
Lord's word is a promise. Without the Lord's promise
it would be a senseless adventure. Some people
may accuse Peter of being fond of showing off; but
the Lord, far from scolding him, encourages him to
come. His promise shows His approval.

People may think it is safer in the boat. There is no
need to walk upon the water to follow the Lord. Yet
we should realize that the life of a believer is a life of
faith. It is easy to have and exercise faith within the
framework of a corporate situation, but to have faith
individually is hard. As a matter of fact, faith is
personal. Peter walks upon the water by faith. And
this is commended by the Lord.
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This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in
the whole world for a testimony unto all the
nations; and then shall the end come. - Matthew
24 14.

God is pleased to see that the end of this age is
coming soon so that His kingdom may be ushered in.
But the children of God have their duty to perform.
They should work together with God to bring this age
to its end. Prayer is one of the ways, but testimony is
also required. Let us all stand up for the "majesty" of
the Lord Jesus as never before. Let us testify to His
"government" more than ever. If we want to continue
the work of the apostles we must testify to what they
testified. How greatly the church has forgotten the
victory, the authority, and the throne of Christ.
Whoever dares to testify that "Christ alone is King;
Satan is not" is really preaching the gospel of the
kingdom of the heavens.
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Even as Moses is warned of God when he is
about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he,
that thou make all things according to the pattern
that was showed thee in the mount. - Hebrews
8.5.

God has His foreordained plan as to the work of the
building of the church. Regardless of large or small
matters, He has His own specific way. As Moses
was not responsible for the design of the tabernacle
but only responsible to build it according to the
pattern of the mount, so the glory of a servant of
Christ lies not in his ingenuity in doing God's work
but rather in his careful execution of what he
understands to be the will of God. To know the
Lord's counsel and to execute accordingly is the
glory of Christ's servant.

A sister who has served the Lord for many years
once said, "Man has absolutely no liberty in God's
work." When Moses built the tabernacle, he had no
freedom in deciding whether a small nail should be
made of silver or of gold. He made every item
according to what the Lord had commanded.
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He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath
said, from within him shall flow rivers of living
water. - John 7.38.

We need to pay special attention to the word "flow"
here. Such a term does not suggest the use of
platform tactics, a certain tone of voice, some
profound psychology, some eloquence, argument or
learning. Although all these may at times be helpful,
they themselves are neither the living water nor the
mechanism by which the living water issues forth. To
"flow" suggests something most natural; it requires
no human effort but simply follows the grade.

The life and power of the Holy Spirit appears to flow
naturally through our spirit. Otherwise, no matter how
passionately we preach, our audience will listen
passively. And even if sometimes they may seem to
pay full attention and may seem to understand and
be moved, nevertheless, what we say can only draw
a praise from their mouths without giving them the
life and power to do what they hear. May we be the
channels of God's life today.
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When the king came in to behold the guests, he
saw there a man who had not on a wedding-
garment: and he saith unto him, Friend, how
camest thou in hither not having a wedding-
garment? And he was speechless. - Matthew
22.11,12.

In Oriental countries, the wedding garments are not
prepared by the guests but provided by the host. The
wedding garment is Christ, our robe of
righteousness. We need to be clothed with Christ (cf.
Rom. 13.14, Gal. 3.27). God has provided the



wedding garment for us, but the man in the parable
thinks his own garment good enough (self-
righteousness).

It really does not matter if one is poor, because the
king has already made provision. If anyone
considers himself unworthy, the king has the
wedding garment ready for him. What there needs to
be a concern for is any unwillingness to take off the
old and put on the new.
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For this is the love of God, that we keep his
commandments: and his commandments are not
grievous. - 1 John 5.3.

Once a few sisters told me that for them obedience
was most difficult. Other sisters, they said, seemed
to be able to obey easily, but for them to do so, it
was like bearing the sufferings of the entire world.
Let me say here and now that if you have never laid
down your will and surrendered to God with single-
mindedness, if you have never cast aside what you
treasure most and denied what you like best, it is
futile for you to think of walking in the way of
obedience. Unless you have had such a definite
experience, you will not be able to walk in the way of
obedience.
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For hereunto were ye called: because Christ also
suffered for you, leaving you an example, that ye
should follow his steps. - 1 Peter 2.21.

Shame is given to Jesus by men; yet this He
despises. A cross is given Him by God; but this He
endures. He is not perturbed by men's
misunderstanding, ostracism, accusation, desertion,
or condemnation. Not because the shame is not
serious; in point of fact, the shame He suffers
exceeds that which any other man has ever passed
through. Neither is it because His holy nature is
insensitive to the shamefulness of being insulted;
actually His feeling is much keener than that of
others. The cross which God has given Him is not
light. What He has gone through before men and the
evil spirits and the holy angels is not without
hardship. Yet our Lord endures the cross. He
accepts it and endures it. And the final result? He
reaches the end triumphantly: "and hath sat down at
the right hand of the throne of God" (Heb. 12.2)
awaiting the moment of His glorious appearing.
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In the world ye have tribulation: but be of good
cheer; | have overcome the world. - John 16.33.

Are you thinking of victory? The victory of Christ
alone is your triumph. Do you want to overcome the
world? Again, it is Christ who has overcome the
world. Or do you expect God to do something for you
some day? Let me say once again, no, since God
has already done everything for you in Christ. Hence
victory is not a present-day affair, because Christ
has already triumphed. May God grant us such a
revelation that we may see what we already have in
Christ. If we do not believe, we will receive nothing;
but if we do believe, we have everything. In Christ
are victory, justification, sanctification, forgiveness,
and every other spiritual blessing. God can do no
more for us. If we be in Christ, all which is Christ's is
ours. It is not drawing out of Christ something to
nourish us, but entering into Christ so as to allow
what is already in Him to flow in us.
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The very hairs of your head are all numbered. -
Matthew 10.30.

God notices the minutest detail, therefore He is the
greatest. He who is most powerful is He who suffers
long. There is nothing in our life too minute for God's
care and concern. The number of your hairs
registered in heaven is exactly the amount of hairs
you have on your head. In this connection, the story
is told of a widow who moved to a small upstairs
apartment. She asked God for a carpet which would
fit the room. Someone sent her a carpet having the
exact dimension of the room, but also an iron pad
and a fire fork. She commented afterwards that
though she forgot to ask for these two other items,
God had not forgotten. This is the meaning of God
having our hairs numbered.
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For the body is not one member, but many. - 1
Corinthians 12.14.

As Christians, we should admire and seek for
spiritual things, but we ought not have any emulative
pretentions nor any trace of jealousy. Our attitude
individually towards spiritual work should be: What |
can do | hope others can also do; and what | cannot
do | wish someone else can do; | would like to do
more as well as | would expect other people to do
more. How | need to realize that | can only be a
single vessel in the work; | cannot monopolize it. |
dare not consider the work and its result as
altogether mine. If | insist that everything must be
done by me, | have not apprehended the body. The
moment | apprehend the body of Christ, immediately
| realize that both my labor and that of others mean
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gain to the head as well as to the body. And let all
glory be to the Lord and all blessings be to the
church.
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Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted of the devil. - Matthew
4.1

From Adam to Christ is approximately 4,000 years.
Within these 40 centuries no one was able to claim
himself to be the Son of God. But today a voice
comes out of heaven, saying, "This is my beloved
Son." Satan is therefore stirred to wage war against
Him. As a matter of fact, Satan never lets any child
of God go easily; he always attacks him. Sin, the
world, and environment seem to be all at odds with
God's children. Yet Christ is our forerunner.

Since Jesus proves himself to be the Son of God by
going through great temptations, can we who belong
to Him be exceptions? The first and foremost matter
in the work of Christ is to prove himself to be the Son
of God. Consequently, the beginning of the church is
a confessing of Christ as the Son of God. What
Satan with all his power cannot shake is the Son of
God. If we stand on this testimony, we too shall
overcome.
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Jesus of Nazareth ... whom God raised up,
having loosed the pangs of death: because it was
not possible that he should be holden of it. - Acts
2.22,24.

Every time we muse upon resurrection we feel its
preciousness. Resurrection is that which death has
no power to hold. Death cannot contain it.

Never has any man entered into death and come
back to life again. People have died throughout all
the ages and the generations of mankind. And all
who have entered into death have been held by
death and have not returned. But there is one man
who came out of death. And this man is the Lord
Jesus Christ. "l am the resurrection," Jesus said,
"and the life" (John 11.25). He is life, therefore all
who believe in Him shall never die; He is
resurrection, therefore all who believe in Him, though
they die, shall live.

4R30H

ADNBRERBDOLNDDIE, FEDITHENZLEDT
(T B KBENSIDA, FhF-bDEZTT(O
—7< 3:28]

SHOHERITEWT. FEICHLT. MRTH=ZDDE
ZADBBHYET, (1) AMIEHAZE>THHONEZDTH
ST BEESFAILICESTTIEAZL, LAL, BBBE
BRI T=0IZ(F., BEEFLRFNIEESE, (2) HED

-12 -



2. NIBEAZEH>THRHONEDTHH> T, #iEFEFH
CEIZEDTTIFEL, LA T, fihh - TIXbI1E
OEEETFIDLEIIEND, EADHOITFEIRET
Hb, BEDEZANELLVDTYT , O—TAANDFK
DEFIX. EABFEALEEZDTO0EFICL>TERES
NBZEIFHRNENSTETT , hIzHL. ASTYA
ANDOFFIE. Nz AL RLTEEDITWIZKST
RO LI TERWNEE>TLVET, =D
DFMIT. ADBEROONDI L, BRITED L.
RUTHEZDBZFIZKDLDO TGN L, +7CEE
BALTLWEY,

We reckon therefore that a man is justified by
faith apart from the works of the law. - Romans
3.28.

The concepts towards the law in today's church are
of two opposite kinds: (1) People are saved by grace
and not by keeping the law; but to attain
sanctification we must keep the law. (2) Again,
people are saved by grace and not by keeping the
law; and hence we need not keep the law after we
are saved, though we do keep the commandment of
grace. The latter concept is correct. The gist of the
Letter to the Romans is that no sinner can be
justified by the works of the law; while the theme of
the Letter to the Galatians is that no saved person
can be sanctified by the works of the law. These two
letters have sufficiently proven that neither
justification nor sanctification comes by the works of
the law.
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