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The Joyful Heart
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But | say unto you, Resist not him that is evil: but
whosoever smiteth thee on thy right cheek, turn to
him the other also. — Matthew 5:39

What is taught us in the Sermon on the Mount? Is it
not this—that within us, his sons, God has planted a
new life; that that life makes upon us its own unique
demands; and that in our conduct toward men we
dare not be satisfied with anything less than what
fulfills those demands. The Sermon does not tell us
that provided we do what is right, then all is well.
Men would protest, “Why present the other cheek?
Surely it is enough if we accept the blow meekly
without retaliating!” But God says otherwise. If when
you are smitten on the one cheek, you do no more
than bow your head and depart, you will find that the

inner life will not be satisfied.

Many people tell us that the standards of Matthew 5—
7 are too difficult; they are quite beyond us. | admit
this. They are impossible. But here is the point: you
have an inner life, and in a given situation that life
gives you no rest until you do as the Sermon on the
Mount requires. If the demands of his Son’s life in
you are met, God will take care of the
consequences. We dare not stop short of His
satisfaction.
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Let my prayer be set forth as incense before thee.
— Psalm 141:2

True prayer comes from the desire of the heart, not
from the imagination of the mind. It arises from a
deep inner longing for the will of God. For this
reason, the psalmist asked that his prayer might be
offered to God as incense. All Old Testament incense
came from the frankincense trees. To obtain it,
successive incisions were made in the bark, and the
tree then oozed a white resin from which the incense
was manufactured. Hence prayer is not the offering
of just anything that might be at hand; it is the
presenting of something drawn painfully out of the
innermost heart, as though it seeped from our very
wounds.



How different is this from the easygoing prayers that
we sometimes offer—prayers good to listen to, but
all too empty of content! God answers these too, but
let us remember well that our prayers are for God to
hear, not for pleasing the ears of our fellow
Christians. And God looks on the heart.
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For where thy treasure is, there will thy heart be
also. — Matthew 6:21

A brother once said to me, “My treasure is on earth,
but my heart is in heaven.” Such a brother should be
exhibited in a Christian museum as a rarity! This is
greater than a miracle, for it is something which the
Lord said is quite impossible.

Mammon (or riches) is an idol which many have
served over the past years and have found that such
service gets a grip on the heart. The Lord’s Word is
both candid and sure: the heart always follows the
treasure. There is no escape from this fact. No
matter how one reasons, a man cannot serve both
God and mammon. We must choose either one or
the other.
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Most gladly therefore will | rather glory in my
weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest
upon me. — 2 Corinthians 12:9

In this experience, the discipline of the Holy Spirit
leads Paul to a new discovery. He has gone through
a lot already, and he is not one to fear danger or
sickness; yet now he is being sorely tried. The thorn
in the flesh is no ordinary thorn. If Paul says it is
painful, then it must be very painful indeed. He is
weakened by it. But at that very point God gives him
grace which he affirms is “sufficient.” Paul has thus
made a dual discovery. He recognizes not merely
God’s strength but also his own weaknesses—and is
not ashamed to tell us so.

Countless saints in the Church have been carried
through trial and testing by means of this revelation
of God to Paul. Oh, if we ourselves only knew how
weak we are! For as soon as weakness leaves us,
power likewise departs. But like Paul, the testings
you and | go through perfect the words we utter. As
we then rise up and, admitting our own weakness,
speak words that are tempered through trial, our
brothers and sisters, themselves under testing, are
given by God the grace and the strength to carry
them through also.
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And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be
with me, and will keep me in this way that | go...
and Jehovah will be my God... — Genesis 28:20,
21

Now is it not true that you vowed a vow when you
were first saved? Although you may have bargained
with God while doing so, as Jacob did, your heart
was right. As you set out upon His pathway, your
desire toward Him was good.

But have you been like Jacob? The morning after, he
put that vow behind his back. He traveled eastward
and far from relying on God, he began at once to
maneuver his way to success. He put his trust, not in
the One whom he had asked to keep and clothe and
feed him, but wholly in himself. How well he
represents us! He looked to God, but he relied on his
own cleverness. In Laban, however, God had
prepared for this clever Jacob someone even
cleverer. Step by step he was brought back by
adversity to his vow, until at length he could only
confess himself unworthy of the least of God’s
mercies.
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They washed their robes, and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb. — Revelation 7:14

We can only be made righteous by being cleansed
through the blood. God offers us this way and no
other. Not only our sins, but our behavior also must
be cleansed. Not a single deed of any Christian is
originally white. Even if we have some
righteousness, it is mixed and not pure. Often we
may have been outwardly kind to others, but were
inwardly resentful. Often we have been patient with
someone, only to go home and moan about him.
Even after doing some righteous deed, therefore, we
still need the cleansing of the blood.

So no Christian can ever weave himself a robe which
is purely white. If he could make one that was 99
percent pure (and who can?), there would still be
one percent of mixture. Even our good deeds, done
out of love to the Lord, need the cleansing of the
precious blood. But thus cleansed, we shall find
ourselves arrayed in heavenly whiteness.
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Surely the justice due to me is with Jehovah, and
my recompense with my God. — Isaiah 49:4

Our Lord Jesus is never discouraged. He was sent
here to bring Jacob again to God, to gather Israel to
Him; but with what result? He did not appear to have
been successful. Indeed, by man’s estimate, He was
totally defeated, for Jacob did not return to God.
Israel did not accept Him. Instead, the Jews rejected
Jesus and slew Him as a criminal.

Had we to live on earth rejected by men and
apparently fruitless in service, it is more than likely
that we should become aggrieved and cry out for
justice. Not so the Lord. He had committed Himself
to the Father, and neither gain nor loss was able to
touch Him. He was careful about one thing only: to
leave the vindication and the reward to the Father. If
our justice is safe with God, our recompense from
Him is also sure.
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Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger... be put
away from you. — Ephesians 4:31

| am a Christian, and | feel an outburst of temper
rising within me. | cannot repress it by merely
repeating such Scriptures as “My old man was
crucified with Christ,” “| have died to sin,” for
afterwards | have to admit that if | were really dead |
could not have lost my temper anyway! No, the
simple recital of Bible words produces no result.

The cross of Christ is not meant to relieve our
symptoms, but rather to deal with our disease. The
disease which causes the temper has to do with our
“self.” Let no one excuse himself by saying that it is
his disposition to be quick-tempered, for the slow can
equally lose his temper, though he may manifest it in
a different way. We need to know how to deny our
self. This is where the death of Christ is effective. If
self is being dealt with before God, then our
explosive ill temper will naturally fade away.
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But whosoever drinketh of the water that | shall
give him shall never thirst. — John 4:14

The Lord Jesus gives people permanent satisfaction.
Why then are we so often unsatisfied? Why is there
yet a craving within us for something else? We are
attentive enough to the promise of this verse, but
have we overlooked the declaration which preceded
it? Pointing to the well of Sychar, Jesus had said,
“Every one that drinketh of this water shall thirst
again.” It is “this water” that has reawakened our
cravings and that fails to satisfy them.

It never will. Our mistake is to build our hopes—even
Christian hopes—on the fleeting things of time. That
explains the disappointment. The first clause, “shall
thirst again,” was necessary to drive us to the
second, “shall never thirst.” We, whom the Lord
intends to satisfy fully, often need reminding not to
drink from other sources.
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And Enoch walked with God after he begat
Methuselah. — Genesis 5:22

We do not know anything about Enoch before he
was sixty-five years old, but after he begat
Methuselah we discover something special: we learn
that he walked with God for 300 years before he was
taken up. This is very significant. When the burden of
having a family came upon Enoch, he became aware
of his unfitness. He felt the responsibility heavy on
him, so he came near to God.

The record does not say that he walked with God
only when Methuselah was born, but that he
individually maintained this personal association as
though convinced that unless he was intimate with
God, he could not lead his son. Nor does it say that
children distracted him from his course. He begat
many sons and daughters during those three
centuries, but all the while he continued to walk with
God. Parenthood itself should not hinder people from
this walk of faith; rather, since the bearing of family
responsibilities reveals one’s true spiritual state,
should it constrain them so to walk. And when the
pilgrimage was completed, Enoch was not; for God
took him.
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For to you is the promise, and to your children. —
Acts 2:39



The biblical view of children is always that they are
God’s gift to us. They are ours on trust from Him. You
cannot say, “This child is mine,” as if he were
exclusively yours, giving you unlimited rights over
him until he becomes a man. Such a concept is
heathen, not Christian. Christianity never recognizes
one’s children as one’s private property. They are a
divine trust, to be held for the Giver.

From the first God sees the child as a person with
his own rights and privileges. He does not deny the
child’s self-respect, nor violate his freedom, nor
erase his independent personality when he places
him in your hand. He trusts you with him for his good
and yours. | would tell parents to be slow in
demanding strict obedience from their children, and
ask them first to set themselves to be good parents
before the Lord.
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The things which are impossible with men are
possible with God. — Luke 18:27

Jesus has just stated that if it is absolutely
impossible for a camel to pass through a needle’s
eye, then it is even more impossible for a rich man to
enter into the kingdom of God. We Christians are all
like camels; big or small ones, maybe, but still
camels. So when Peter heard this statement, he was

uneasy. If eternal life is to be obtained by such
impossible contortions, then who can be saved?
Have we all to set to work to impoverish ourselves
before we are saved?

The Lord Jesus answered Peter’s problem with one
sentence: “The things which are impossible with men
are possible with God.” What was wrong with the
young ruler was not his wealth so much as the fact
that he went away sorrowful. Why did he not cry out
for grace? Why did he not ask God to do the
impossible for him? Man'’s failure is not due to his
weakness, but to his unwillingness to let God deliver
him.
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Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth; for
thy love is better than wine. — Song of Songs 1:2

Akiss is an act of personal, wholehearted committal.
It means that all the attention is centered on the one
person. (No one kisses two persons at the same
timel!) Of course there can always be the hypocritical
kiss of a Judas, or the merely formal salutation which
Simon the Pharisee failed to give to Jesus; but these
have no place here, for the words are spoken by one
whose heart has been captivated by the Lord and
who forgets everybody else in the act of devotion
which makes everything of Him.

Such a one longs for the closest communion with
God. The Father’s kiss of forgiveness was sweet, but
this is something more. It is the Lord’s response to



an outgoing of devotion from one who finds His love
better than all else.
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December 14

But let him ask in faith, nothing doubting. —
James 1:6

| once had a Christian friend who was in urgent need
of $150. At that time we lived in a riverside village
where no ferryboat operated on Saturdays or
Sundays. It was already Saturday and he needed the
money for the following Monday. He prayed to God
and became assured that the money would come to
him on the Monday. As he went out to preach the
gospel, he met his window-cleaner who reminded
him that he owed him a dollar for work done; so he
paid him from the remaining two dollars which he
had in his pocket. Going on further he met a beggar
who asked for alms. His remaining dollar seemed
very precious to him, but he felt that he must give it
all to the beggar.

As his last dollar went out, God came in. He became
exceedingly happy, having nothing now to depend on
but God alone. He returned home and slept

peacefully. On the Lord’s day he was occupied as
usual in his service. Monday came, and sure enough
$150 arrived by telegram, even though this means of
remittance was very costly. God may not be early,
but He is never late! Only He is always right on time.
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December 15

If any man willeth to do his will, he shall know of
the teaching, whether it is of God, or whether |
speak from myself. — John 7:17

God grants us light to the degree that He sees we
genuinely desire to know His will and do it. A heart
that is hardened or self-seeking or self-reliant may
shut out God’s light. If we truly want Him to illumine
us, we must be tender, unselfish, dependent on Him.

In short, we must be humble, for we are subject to
error. What we judge as right may not necessarily be
right; what we judge as wrong may not be wrong at
all. We may see darkness as light, or see light and
think it darkness. It is so easy for us to act
overconfidently and in haste on these mistaken
grounds. It is only the light of God that can show us
the true character of a thing. Let us ask for that light
out of a pure desire for His will, for the Christian life
should not be filled with problems, doubts,
hesitations, and mistakes.
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December 16

How should one chase a thousand, and two put
ten thousand to flight . . — Deuteronomy 32:30

Christianity is unique in that it is not only individual
but corporate in nature. It stresses the coming
together of the saints. Other religions advocate piety;
Christianity alone calls people to assemble.

It is promised here that whereas one chases off
1,000 foes, two put to flight ten times that number.
We do not know how this is possible, for the
arithmetic seems wrong, but it is a fact. We would
calculate that if one can chase 1,000, then two will
dispose of 2,000. But God says No.

Eight thousand more will flee when two of His
children unite. This added effectiveness is the
surplus gained from meeting and working together.
Let us not, therefore, be content with personal grace
alone. God has so much more He can do with us
together.

12417 H

AAFHLNRHEEODNI-EEZIZF, FHDELDE

HWESNF=DTT . EERTHU=EDIE., F<IC
HATITEET (AT IL8:13])

FEITIE21 ET, N\ YORFERBEITHE=HIZEIZA
UET, Z5L=-0OHLMEENEo=E BRIZROH DTS
ZEIFPDFELLS, HOEEILIEAMBEDTT A,
hEeHoWLIERDEANIZRILEIIZHTIIHTEZS
ZEFE . AEBELERA. RBOBEIZRIT-EDS
HE, BITESLTHLODTT . SEDHIET-OFAI
ROLGNTNDEDIE, HOFELESICEETHIETIE
B S . EEHHEEDOEDETT /A ONEST
WRRIZIE, BHEZCENANTNDESYIZ. ET
BREFEDHHIEF. ZFRICELM-OMBLAFEE
Ao LD, HEEILEY o2&t B OBRRIZILR
BRI EEHYET,

FERITIETEONAOHES T, OMLRDYANEED
PT. EHLO>THREEY, E28F T, CORHEMNEALDL
NBHECATSA . HMEBEDBEFIUFLEABYERE A,
COFRIE. RICHEHAZEC THLEARITES . EL
T.HELERITAC BB O —HICEEEHITE-DE.
MIVDODEHL, 5IELIFTEEVETS,

December 17

In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made
the first old. But that which is becoming old and
waxeth aged is nigh unto vanishing away. —
Hebrews 8:13

In Acts 21 Paul went into the Temple to perform a
vow. Let us not hastily conclude that he was wrong
to do so. We dare not apply God’s ultimate standards
to His saints in every age, since His movement
toward the final goal is progressive. What is required
of you and me today is not that we attain to God’s
ultimate, but that we keep in step with Him now. At
that period of his life, it may have been perfectly right
for Paul to purify himself in the Temple in accordance
with the Old Covenant, but what was fitting then
could have been wrong at a later time.

From beginning to end, the book of the Acts is a
progressive narrative. Even when the record closes
with chapter 28, the movement of the Spirit does not
cease. The tide flows on throughout succeeding
generations, and all the while God keeps raising up
those who will make their specific contribution to
each stage of His onward move.
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December 18

And she said, thy handmaid hath not any thing in
the house, save a pot of oil. — 2 Kings 4:2

The work of the Holy Spirit is not “once empty,
always full’; it is “keeping on being empty to keep on
being full.” The woman’s difficulty was having too few
vessels. She was told to borrow “not a few,” which is
to say “the more the better.” The greater the space,
the greater will be the fullness. This is the rule which
God wants us to learn.

He waits for us to be empty. If you have an unlimited
vacancy, the Holy Spirit will occupy it all, dispensing
to you His unlimited fullness. Let me repeat: our
emptying needs to be continuous. To the degree that
we empty ourselves, God can fill us. The emptying is
our responsibility, just as the filling is His. God wants
to see the hungry filled with good things. Only those
who presume to be rich will He send away empty.
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Let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of
God. — 2 Corinthians 7:1

We never cease to need God'’s cleansing of our
spirits. As His children, we come often face to face
with the cross of Christ and it never confronts us in
vain. Each time some new defect in us is brought to
light and dealt with, often painfully, and we are
cleansed once again and our spirits are purified.

If the Spirit of the Lord were to reject every man who
had some defect, things would be much simpler. It
would be easy to draw a clear line between what is
the work of the flesh and what of the Spirit. The
problem is compounded, however, because God
does not reject us outright, even though our spirit is
not pure and our flesh may be active. Instead He
uses us, and next time deals with us afresh by His
cross. Although He uses us, let us be careful that we
never lose sight of our own impurity. And the more
He uses us, the more willingly let us subject
ourselves again to His cleansing work.
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| have heard thy prayer, | have seen thy tears. —
2 Kings 20:5

How good it is to know that God sees our tears. As
Hezekiah prayed, he also wept; and God answered
him. Such tearful prayers can move God’s heart. It
seems that whatever cannot move your heart cannot
move God’s heart either. A weeping before men may
reveal your weakness and lack of manly strength,
but a weeping before God is different.

Yet be clear about this, that tears are futile if they are
not shed before God. There are people who are
prone to weeping, but if a man’s cry simply
expresses his own sorrow and distress, it will not
produce any positive results. Tears accompanied by
prayer, however, are effective. Every time you cry in
distress, why not therefore add prayer? The
supplications of the Lord Jesus went up to God with
strong crying and tears, and He was heard because
He feared.
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But | have this against thee, that thou didst leave
thy first love. — Revelation 2:4

The expression “first love” refers not only to primacy
in time, but also in quality. The story of the prodigal
son’s return home tells us that the father called for
“the best robe” to be brought to replace the
penitent’s rags. This is the same word. The first love
is the best love.

The tragedy in this church at Ephesus was that it had
left or moved away from that devotion which gave
the Lord the first place in their affections. There was,
however, a hope. It is not always possible to recover
what has been lost, but it is always open to us to
return to a position from which we have strayed. The
Lord calls each of us who has wandered to come
back to the experience of loving him best, to return to
our first love.
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Having confessed that they were strangers and
pilgrims on the earth. — Hebrews 11:13

What does it mean to be a stranger and a pilgrim?
Let me use an illustration. During my stay in
England, shortly before the Munich crisis, | noticed
people preparing for war by digging trenches,
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preparing shelters, and distributing masks for
poisonous gas. My feelings at that time were entirely
different from those of the Englishmen. | watched
them prepare for war until the news came that a pact
had been signed. Many could not sleep that night.
They sang and they shouted.

But what was my reaction? | watched unmoved.
While they had been busily preparing for war, | had
watched coldly; now when they rejoiced over peace,

| still watched coldly. | was a sojourner. | would soon
go away. In their joy and in their sorrow | was merely
an observer. So it was that | realized what it means
to be an alien. My attitude toward England was
neutral. | hoped for her good; | wished her peace; but
my interests lay elsewhere.
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Thou art fair, O my love, as Tirzah, comely as
Jerusalem, terrible as an army with banners. —
Song of Songs 6:4

It is in the heavenly realm that the saints have their
union with Christ, but there too they meet the real
force of the enemy’s attacks. God never intended
believers to possess heavenly beauty merely and be
without the spiritual stamina to fight His battles.
Unfurled banners denote victory. It is the defeated
who have to roll them up. Christ’s beloved people
are meant to make an impact in the heavens,
marching on triumphantly as an army.

Yet when that is said, they are at the same time
likened to Tirzah, a place renowned for its beauty,
and are described as being comely as Jerusalem,
the city of God. There is no contradiction here. The
Church which is beautiful to God will be a challenge
to His enemies.
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For we have not a high priest that cannot be
touched with the feeling of our infirmities. —
Hebrews 4:15

Why was it that our Lord Jesus did not enter this
world as a grown man? Why did He have to be
conceived as a baby, to be nursed and carried, until
He gradually grew up to manhood? Why was He
obliged to pass through more than thirty years of
earthly sufferings? Could He not as easily have
accomplished the work of redemption by coming
down into the world and being crucified three days
later? The answer is that He suffered chastening and
hardship and frustration and disappointment in order
that He might be sympathetic with you and me.

Sympathy is compassion, “suffering together.” He
feels with you. He is always sympathetic toward your
infirmities, never to the sins you commit, but always
to the sufferings of your body and distresses of your
soul. He has been through it all. He not only has the
grace to save you; He also has the heart to
sympathize with you.
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They shall call his name Immanuel; which is,
being interpreted, God with us. — Matthew 1:23

The whole outworking of redemption activities was
initiated by this coming of the Babe to Bethlehem. It
illustrates in a supreme way the quiet and apparently
small character of God’s beginnings. Only a few
humble shepherds were called in to witness this
unique addition to the human race by which the
eternal Son of God was thereafter able to claim to be
the Son of Man. Jesus himself adopted this
description of Himself and seemed to delight in it.
Though truly God, He was now truly Man.

The title of Immanuel was never fully understood
while Jesus was on earth and was probably never
used by those nearest to Him. Since Calvary and
Pentecost, however, believers have claimed it as one
of the most precious of His many names. He set His
own seal on it when He assured His adoring
apostles, “Lo, | am with you alway.” Since He added
“unto the end of the age,” we too can claim Him as
our ever-present Immanuel.
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And the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall guard your hearts and your
thoughts in Christ Jesus. — Philippians 4:7

“The peace of God” is not just a certain kind of peace
that God bestows upon us. Itis God’s own peace,
the very peace which is inherent in His nature. His is
a peace that nothing can disturb. When He created
the angels, and when rebellion broke out in their
ranks with far-reaching effects in His universe, not
even so dark a calamity could disturb Him. He
proceeded to realize His heart’s desire by repairing
the damage done on the earth and then creating
another order of beings—man.

Then man too fell. Yet the peace of God remained
undisturbed. We would have expected Him to act
immediately to make good the damage; but not so.
God could wait for “the fullness of time” before
sending His Son to recover what was lost. A wait of
thousands of years put no strain on His peace. God
promises that a peace of this quality will guard the
hearts and thoughts of those who fulfill His condition
of commiting everything to Him in prayer.
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December 27

And if any man sin, we have an Advocate with the
Father. — 1 John 2:1

What the Lord has done is wholly to forgive us for
our sins and totally to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. When Scripture says “all,” there is
no doubt that God means all. Let us not divide His
Word. He forgives all our sins, not only of the past
but right up to date—sins that we are conscious of as
well as those of which we are unaware.

“If any man sin.” God has spoken to us that we
should not sin. Faced with His great forgiveness, our
gratitude, far from making us careless, will surely
constrain us not to sin. But if a Christian should sin,
he has an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous. It is now a family affair, as the words “with
the Father” indicate. The very fact that the Son
intercedes for us there guarantees that the least
believer, however lately entered upon the Father-Son
relationship with God has unqualified forgiveness.
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December 28

And not one of them said that aught of the things
which he possessed was his own; but they had all
things common. — Acts 4:32

Once these men had gained eternal life, their
possessions began to lose their grip on them, and in
quite a natural way they disposed of their properties.
Applying this to us who come to follow the Lord
today, should it not be quite natural to us that our
many possessions are placed at His disposal?

From my own personal life may | tell you something
which may make you laugh. For nearly twenty years
| have had the habit of purchasing a half dozen or so
of anything | buy for myself. For example, if | buy a
safety razor blade, | purchase a dozen of them, to
avoid buying for my own self alone. Of course |
cannot give a razor blade to each of a thousand or
more brethren, but if | give to other brothers before |
use my own, it saves me from feeling in a wrong way
that the razor belongs exclusively to me. This has
proved to be one small way of holding my material
possessions for God.
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December 29

Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring
thee a red heifer without spot, wherein is no
blemish, and upon which never came yoke. —
Numbers 19:2

While all Israel’s other sacrifices were offered to
meet current needs, the red heifer alone was
different. It was offered to provide for future
eventualities. The whole heifer was to be burned.
Then the ashes were collected and stored, so that as
the need arose they could be mixed with running
water and sprinkled on an unclean person to make
him clean.

In those ashes was embodied all the efficacy of
redemption. Whenever a man was defiled, he had no
need to slay another heifer; he needed only to be
sprinkled with this water. Putting this in Christian
terms, a believer today does not need the Lord
Jesus to work for him a second time; he has the
incorruptible ashes and living water of Christ’s
finished work for his cleansing. The atonement which
God has wrought for us in Christ is always at once
available for our need.
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December 30

And | will restore to you the years that the locust
hath eaten. — Joel 2:25

Do our hearts ache over the years we have foolishly
squandered? Then let us thank God for the comfort
of knowing His power to restore them. “Alas,” we
lament, “our best years have been devoured by the
locusts. They are lost now never to be regained.
What shall we do?” The answer is, “Nothing!” It is
God who will restore those years. As to the time
wasted, a lost decade of ours may have been worth
no more than one day in God’s eyes; but if hereafter
we redeem the time by using it for God, then one day
may become equal in value to 1,000 years.

For the day on earth is not clocked in heaven on the
basis of twenty-four hours. Instead, God has His own
moral scale of computation. If our service is
according to His will, let us take courage. Who can
tell what a single hour may count for in His sight?
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December 31

Among whom ye are seen as lights in the world.
— Philippians 2:15

A candle should burn until it is all consumed; likewise
a man'’s testimony should continue until his death. If
one candle’s light is to live on, then it needs to kindle
another before it is completely burned out. By
kindling candle after candle, the light can shine on
and on until it covers the whole world. Such is the
testimony of the Church.

When the Son of God came to the earth, He kindled
a few candles; later on He ignited another candle in
Paul, and of course many more. During the 2,000
years since then, the Church’s light continued
burning on in candle after candle. Many have even
sacrificed their lives to ignite others, but although the
first candle gutters out, the second one continues,
and so on and so on. Go therefore and witness for
the Lord! Let His testimony shine out in the earth
unceasingly.
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