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The Joyful Heart
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For | know nothing against myself; yet am | not
hereby justified. — 1 Corinthians 4:4

“Who can discern his errors?” asks the psalmist. The
answer is, no one. By ourselves we cannot
accurately know our faults. If, as Jeremiah said so
forcefully, our hearts are deceitful above all things,
then how can our attempts at introspection be
trustworthy? Examining ourselves with a deceitful
heart, we will inevitably be deceived. Our thoughts
and emotions are highly complex in their working, so
the knowledge derived from them is undependable.
We cannot be accurate in our self-judgments.

For this reason, introspection is not a virtue, but a
huge mistake. Only when the light of the Lord shines
in is one able to discern what is right and what is
wrong. If a Christian considers his defects overmuch,
he is downcast; if he thinks upon his virtues, he
grows proud. The only knowledge of self which is
safe and healthy comes from the shining in of the
light of God.
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Suddenly there shone round about him a light out
of heaven: and he fell upon the earth. — Acts 9:3,
4

Real light from heaven is more than knowledge. It is
the discovery of the Lord Himself. Whoever sees
Him, sees light; and if we really see light, we will fall
to the ground. Instruction does not have this effect.
We may listen to any number of instructive sermons
and even memorize their content, and still remain
unchanged. But that never happens when true light
comes from God. When that light dawns, it blinds our
eyes to one whole world that they may be opened to
another. It does indeed cause us to see, but first it
blinds and prostrates us. When Paul saw the light,
he was smitten to the ground and for three days
could see nothing.

Light is rigorous. It can do to a man what he himself
can never do. Like Paul, who truly thought he ought
to oppose Jesus, we may be rigid and inflexible,
resistant to all persuasion; but when that light shines
we are softened, weakened, broken. Light has to
humble us before it enables us to see.
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And he put the whole upon the hands of Aaron,
and upon the hands of his sons, and waved them
for a wave offering before Jehovah. — Leviticus
8:27

In this sacrificial ritual, the blood so placed on Aaron
and his sons was taken from “the ram of
consecration.” When this had been done, then into
Aaron’s hands was placed “the wave offering.”
Aaron’s action in lifting up this offering to God is what
was then called “consecration.” Can we now put this
in New Testament terms?

According to the acceptance which Christ has before
God, | now stand in the position of a servant who
hears God’s voice, does His will, and walks in His
path. Hereafter my ears, my hands, and my feet
belong exclusively to God. No one can borrow my
ears to listen to another’s voice, or my hands to do
another’s bidding, or my feet to walk in another’s
path. | even take a further step. I fill my two hands
with Christ and uplift him. This means that | am here
for the service of God and my whole body is devoted
to that service.
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He that hath seen me hath seen the Father. —
John 14:9

The great message of the Bible is that the Word
became flesh. There was a time when we did not
know what grace and truth were. But today grace is
no longer an abstraction, for in the life of the Lord
Jesus we have seen how grace lives and walks
among men. It has, as it were, become flesh.
Similarly, we did not know truth or holiness or
patience until we saw them in the Lord Jesus.

God is love, yet we were ignorant of how he loves.
Now we have beheld this love come down to us in
Jesus of Nazareth. We misunderstood spiritually,
thinking that a spiritual man should neither smile nor
weep, but be totally devoid of any human feelings.
How wrong we were! For in the smiles and tears of
the Lord we comprehend what spiritually in fact is. In
God, these things were too far off for us to
apprehend them. In Jesus, they are close at hand.
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For this, moreover, will | be inquired of by the
house of Israel, to do it for them. — Ezekiel 36:37

God is here expressing His purpose to increase the
house of Israel like a flock. Those unacquainted with
Him will ask why, if He wants to do this, He does not
Himself simply give the increase. Surely no one
could stand in His way!

But here He states His condition. He will do it for
them if He is inquired of concerning it by the house
of Israel. The principle is unmistakable: God has a
purpose already determined, but He will not force it
through unasked.

From this we can move to the Church’s function
before God today. Never let us think of the Church
simply as a place for meetings. No, the Church is a
group of people, redeemed by the precious blood,
regenerated by the Spirit, and committed into God’s
hand for the role of inquiry of Him in prayer until His
will in the earth is brought to pass. The smallest
group of Christians praying contributes to that. God
will do whatever He has set Himself to do, through
the Church’s prayer.
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But when it was the good pleasure of God, who
separated me, even from my mother’'s womb, and
called me through his grace, to reveal his Son in
me. . .. — Galatians 1:15, 16

God had set Paul apart before he was born. Even
the profession he learned before his conversion was
preplanned. God works like that. All that happened to
you before you were saved, as well as after, has
some definite meaning. Whatever your character and
temperament, whatever your strengths and
weaknesses, all are pre-known by God and prepared
by Him with future service in view. There is no
accident, for everything is within God’s providence.
Nothing comes by chance.

Having been thus set apart from birth, none of us
can afford to be casual or frivolous in our attitude to
life. Each one of us must expect to discover what
God has planned for us, and in His time and way to
enter into it. God does not write off as valueless our
unregenerate days. He does not want us to deny the
very human elements in our makeup by presenting
instead a false, because unreal, front. He has a use
for the persons we are and intends to use the real
us, purified by the cross, and not some pretense, in
his service.
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And David danced before Jehovah with all his
might; and David was girded with a linen ephod.
— 2 Samuel 6:14

Michal, the daughter of Saul, saw her husband
dancing before the ark of God and despised him in
her heart. He ought, she believed, to maintain his
dignity as king, just as her own father had tried to do.
But David viewed things differently. In the presence
of God he saw himself as base and contemptible,
having no special standing whatever. Though on the
throne he was Israel’s king, before the ark of God he
was on the same level as his subjects.

Even after God had rejected him, King Saul had
sought to save his face by asking Samuel the
prophet to honor him before the nation. Now Michal
was making the same mistake. Born in the palace
herself, she considered that David merited the
dignity of king in God’s presence. Perhaps, like her
father, she too had her own majesty to think of. That
way lies fruitlessness. The one who wields true
authority is otherwise. He will not be high-minded,
grasping to preserve his position, but meek and
humble before God, a model to his people.
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And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will
| do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.
— John 14:13

We find in John chapters 14, 15, and 16 that the
Lord constantly uses the phrase “in My name.” Not
only does this indicate to us that He will receive from
the Father a name above all names. It tells us also
that His name is something which His disciples may
use. The name of Jesus is what He has received
from God: “in the name of Jesus” is what the children
of God share. He has trusted us with something of
tremendous value. Do we recognize it as the
greatest trust which He could have committed to us?

Sometimes we say to a friend, “Go and tell so and so
to do this or that,” adding, “If he questions it, tell him |
say so.” This is what is implied by “in my name.” It
simply means using the name with the power behind
it. You give your name with its authority to a certain
person; and you are then responsible for whatever
he does using your name. The name of the Lord
Jesus is unique, a name above all names,
neverthless, He is willing to entrust His name to us,
and Himself to take responsibility for our use of it. Do
we truly appreciate the honor He does us?
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And | also say unto thee, that thou art Peter, and
upon this rock | will build my church. — Matthew
16:18

Remember that shortly after this the Lord had to say
to Simon Peter, “Get behind me, Satan.” How could
a man overcome by Satan be used to build up a
Church against which the gates of Hades were to
prove ineffective? We know he could not. Although
Simon had received the name Petros, “a rock,” his
character did not correspond to his name; so as yet
he was unable to use the keys of the kingdom.

No one who is of an irresolute temperament can
exercise a ministry of opening the doors to welcome
men into life. There must be a correspondence
between the character of the minister and the
confident, even defiant, truth he ministers; namely,
that Jesus has died and risen again victorious over
death. For Peter, that still lay ahead. But alas,
death’s gates do prevail over much Christian work,
because His servants lack that confidence! Praise
God—the cross of Christ released resources enough
to transform Peter and to deliver from death all who
place their trust in Christ.
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Arise, get thee to Zarephath; . . . behold, | have
commanded a widow woman there to sustain
thee. — 1 Kings 17:9

Because of our proneness to look at the bucket and
forget the fountain, God has frequently to change His
means of supply to keep our eyes fixed on the
source. So the heavens that before sent us welcome
showers become as brass, the streams that
refreshed us are allowed to dry up, and the ravens
that brought our daily food visit us no longer. But
then God surprises us by meeting our needs through
a poor widow woman, and so we prove the
marvelous resources of God.

We are the representatives of God in this world, and
we are here to prove His faithfulness. Our attitudes,
our words, and our actions must all declare that He
alone is our source of supply, or He will be robbed of
the glory that is His due. He who sees in secret will
take note of our needs, and He will meet them, not in
stinted measure, but “according to His riches in glory
by Christ Jesus.”
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And behold, | am with thee; . . . | will not leave
thee, until | have done that which | have spoken
to thee of. — Genesis 28:15

God is an acting God. We may think that hearing
sound doctrine is the only means of grace; but His
means are practical, the chastening of experience,
the provision of a host of different circumstances in
our lives for training and profit. We may, like Jacob,
represent unpromising material for Him, but He
works on patiently with us. He is more tenacious
than we are in the pursuit of His goal.

And here is further ground for encouragement. We
do not have to know what work is needed or how it is
to be realized in order that God may effect what He
has set out to do with us. The most unpromising
people of all are those who are wrong but who do not
know it; yet even so God has His own way of
bringing light into their darkness. In His own time and
His own way He will finish the task He has set
Himself.
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Each man’s work shall be made manifest: for the
day shall declare it. — 1 Corinthians 3:13

If wood and hay are unsuitable building materials,
how much more so is stubble. It seems to represent
what is least reliable of all in the unsubstantial realm
of man’s efforts. Whenever we build for God
according to our feelings, according to the whim of
the moment or the applause of the crowd, we are
building with stubble. The day will declare it.

Labors that are governed, not by God'’s program, but
by our own fickle emotions, may seem to make such
progress at times, but may just as easily fade out. It
is so possible to reflect the changing moods of the
weather, depending on the wind of revival to arouse
an emotional effort that is here today and gone
tomorrow. God has made provision in Christ for
better, more solid construction than that, as the day
will ultimately declare.
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He was manifested to take away sins; and in him
is no sin. Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not.
— 1 John 3:5, 6

Some of us force ourselves to do things we don’t
want to do and to live a life we cannot in fact live,
and think that in making this effort we are being
Christians. That is very far removed from what God
offers us in Christ. The Christian life is lived when |
receive the life of Christ within me as a gift, to live by
that life.

It is the nature of the life of Christ not to love the
world, but to be distinct from it, and to value prayer
and the Word and communion with God. These are
not things | do naturally; by nature | have to force
myself to do them. But God has provided another
nature, and He wants me to benefit from the
provision He has made. God sets up a standard, but
Christ shows us His storehouse. Strength, life, grace
from God, all are ours to receive that we may
measure up to the divine standard.
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And Jacob said when he saw them, This is God’s
host; and he called the name of that place
Mahanaim. — Genesis 32:2

This glimpse of the angels of God should have
sufficed to reassure Jacob on his return to Canaan.
The verses which follow, however, tell how fear of his
brother overcame him and led him to divide his
people and possessions into “two companies.” Here
we find in Hebrew the same word Mahanaim, two
hosts, that Jacob had used before. Now, though, he
had substituted his own mahanaim for God’s. Where
there had been “two hosts” before—namely one
heavenly company and one earthly, his own—he
now forgot the former and divided his earthly
company into two. He then prayed his first real
prayer.

In Jacob’s early years it was all scheming and
bargaining, and no prayer. Now it was both scheming
and prayer. Yet if we pray, we need not scheme. If
we scheme, there is no meaning in our prayer.
Jacob, however, did both: on the one hand he
trusted God, and on the other hand he did the work
himself. Happily for him, it was on that night that God
met him.
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Even so let your light shine before men; that they
may see your good works, and glorify your Father
who is in heaven. — Matthew 5:16

The divine life planted in us, itself so utterly alien to
the world around it, is a light-source designed by
God to illuminate the world’s true character. It does
this by emphasizing through contrast the world’s
inherent darkness. From this it is clear that to
separate ourselves from the world today, and thus
deprive it of its own light, is no way to glorify God. It
merely thwarts His intention of serving mankind
through us.

The Church, to use another metaphor, is a thorn in
the side of God’s adversary, a source of constant
annoyance to him. We make a heap of trouble for
Satan simply by being in the world. So why leave it?
The Church glorifies God, not by getting out of the
world, but by radiating His light in it. Heaven is not
the place to glorify God; it will be the place to praise
Him. The place to glorify Him is here.
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| have set before thee a door opened, which none
can shut. — Revelation 3:8

If God is going to have a witness in the earth today,
He must have the service of all His less-gifted
servants, His “one-talent” men. We might imagine
that if He were gracious to His Church, He would
give us more people like Paul and Peter; but in fact
He seldom does so. The Church of God is full of
ordinary, one-talented believers, and if only we would
abandon our personal ambitions and seek instead
ways for them to serve him, wonderful things would
happen.

The Church needs leaders, but it also needs
brothers. | believe in authority, but | believe also in
brotherly love. In Philadelphia they respected
authority, for they kept the Lord’s word and did not
deny His name. But philadelphia in Greek means
“brotherly kindness.” It was to these caring brothers
and sisters that the door was opened. Let them set
out to serve Him together and not wait for the
specialists; then we shall begin to see what the
Church’s service really is.
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Ye are my witnesses. Is there a God besides me?
yea, there is no Rock; | know not any. — Isaiah
44:8

To witness is not to disseminate knowledge which
everyone already has, but to point to truth that few
are aware of. Because of conditions generally in the
ancient world, God wanted within it a withness—a
people and a land where things were different.
Through them, He would bring the Good News of His
justice and loving-kindness to all the nations of the
earth.

Our commission is the same. Unclouded fellowship
with God, faithful exhortation of one another,
beautiful Christian lives, all are not enough. There
must be witness. The Church is likened to a golden
lampstand, not an ornament. Nor is it enough that it
should be of gold; it must shed forth the light of God
into every corner of this dark world.
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Therefore the sons are free. But, lest we cause
them to stumble . . . give unto them for me and

thee. — Matthew 17:26, 27

God had never laid it down that His Son must pay

the Temple tax, and as Son of God there was no
necessity for Him to do anything whatever about it.
Indeed, we might feel that for Him to do so would be
to put Himself in the wrong position of the “stranger”
(verse 25). Then why did He do it? “Lest we cause
them to stumble.”

Has it occurred to you that the very Son of God
himself uttered these words? There could of course
be no question at any time of his evading a duty; but
that was not the point at issue here. It was a
question rather of His discarding a privilege. This is
the way of the cross, and the principle is a significant
and searching one. The cross of Christ presents us
with this expression of God'’s will; namely, that like
Him, we are required to forego what we might enjoy,
in order that others be not offended.
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For | determined not to know anything among
you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And |
was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in
much trembling. — 1 Corinthians 2:2, 3

The first of these statements applies to Paul’s
message, the second to his person. God requires
that those who proclaim the message of the cross
should have suffered the cross—should know



themselves to be, in Paul's own words, crucified with
Christ. We often think that when a person like Paul
got up to speak, he must have felt confident in the
strength of his own resources. But Paul’'s theme was
Jesus Christ “crucified through weakness,” and it
was necessary, therefore, that he should tell it in
conscious weakness himself.

We must allow God to cancel our self-sufficiency.
When we confess before Him that we can do nothing
in our own strength, then Christ will be able to
manifest His power upon us. That which passes
through the death of the cross and rises up again in
life is of God, and being so will count mightily for
Him.
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The world hated them, because they are not of
the world, even as | am not of the world. — John
17:14

From the standpoint of God’s choice of us, we are
“taken out of “ the world; but from the standpoint of
our new life, we are not of the world at all, but from
above. As the people of God, heaven is not only our
destiny, but our place of origin. This is an amazing
thing, that in you and me there is an element that is
essentially other-worldly. So other-worldly is it that no
matter how this world may progress, that element in

us can never become like it. The life we have as
God’s gift has no correspondence with the world, but
is in perfect correspondence with heaven.

Though we may mingle with the world daily, it will
never let us settle down and feel at home there. As
soon as the world meets in us that which is of the
divine nature, its hostility is at once aroused. This is
not surprising, for let the world evolve how it will, it
can never produce one Christian.
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Thus saith Jehovah, ‘Make this valley full of
trenches.” — 2 Kings 3:16

The history of Israel illustrates again and again how
at any time man’s unbelief can limit the omnipotence
of God. Of course, man has no right to take what
God has not given him, but how often do we find,
rather, that what he takes possession of is but a
fraction of what he might have had! It is a solemn
fact that God’s exercise of power can be limited by
His people’s unbelief.

On this occasion of the defeat of Mesha and the
Moabites, the situation was otherwise. Faith
prevailed and there was a wonderful display of divine
power, but only because, in obedience to Elisha’s
instructions, men had got down to the monotonous
task of digging. The trenches which His people
prepared opened up the way for God to pour in His
miracle-working power. Often, even today, the water



of divine blessing finds its release through human
channels.

11 A22H

Sh=LODIIENTWNS, fIEEHESH[I/ N\
12:27]

FOHFYIE. WVOTEEELGHFYTLIz, TILYLLAIC
ADT. +FEEMMNEIEE, EIE. IIBLEFEST,
CBEEIZISBNREL.MAEEES> M ? I TRERIL.
RELLLBNTIILAELCES, DY, TEEORED
BoTtEonFELI=, EX. CBHODLELONME R
DHELT. 53BN FELE. [TRE, COBEMHT=
LEBRLKIZEWN JEEBIM 20, ZNILTER
Lo 1EITIE. ZDEIBHYIETELG N SF2DTT , =
DOENE-EBHRECHFEME2=MLTY (R K, HE
DEXEBEHL TSN, ICOHFYVIEESLIZ. AL
nFEL=,

O EIZAELTELN, FYADAFEFF TV
FH.INFEBAE. BEDOIFLERITT, #HOH
IDERDI-DTY , ESLTR=HA, —FDREIEICE
HT. AZFEE. FIYOPR TRV IKFFDEEZHIC
BIFMFTENIENHSHTLELD ? BRIZTIHANTH
FLES. MAIEERIN 2 IEND L ATRSEDER
ENADABIENS, ZDREWNICEZTHELED ZIL
T.HOEDDTEESEAAL, BERLISTEHYFEE
A,

November 22

Now is my soul troubled; and what shall | say? —
John 12:27

The prayers of our Lord were always perfect prayers.
Entering Jerusalem and facing the cross, he stopped
to ask himself the questions, “What shall | say?”
Jesus had no fear of death; yet at the same time He
had His own feelings. He turned the matter over
carefully and thought, “Shall | say, ‘Father, save me
from this hour?’ No!” He could not pray that prayer,
for He knew for what purpose He had arrived at that
hour. So he prayed, “Father, glorify Thy name!” That
prayer was answered immediately.

If our Lord, as Man on the earth and possessing the
key to prayer, had in this deliberate way to set aside
His own will and seek the will of God, how dare we,
on the impulse of the moment, open our lips to utter
words at random in our prayers to God? Let us ask
ourselves, “What shall | say?” Then let us answer
that question in terms consistent with the answer of
Jesus. So shall we prove and experience the perfect
will of God.
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The cup that I drink ye shall drink; and with the
baptism that | am baptized withal shall ye be
baptized. — Mark 10:39

James and John longed to sit on either side of the
Lord Jesus in His glory. Knowing, however, the
inappropriateness of such a request, they dared not
come out with it, but subtly suggested that He give
them anything they might ask for. Jesus did not at
once comply; instead He asked what they wanted.
Their request carried two meanings: one a desire to
be near the Lord, the other an ambition to wield more
authority than the rest.

It was quite right for them to desire nearness to
Christ, and He did not reject their desire. He simply
assured them that to see it fulfilled they must drink
His cup of suffering and be baptized with His baptism
of death and resurrection. These two brothers did not
know what they were asking, but neither did Jesus
find fault with them for doing so. He did not even
rebuke them personally for their ambitions, but
replied that what they sought was not to be had for
the asking. Nearness to Jesus in the future requires
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one condition only: nearness to Him now.
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Unto him that loveth us, and loosed us from our

sins by his blood . . . to him be the glory and the

dominion for ever and ever. Amen. — Revelation
1:5,6

Every time we are reminded of our redemption
through the precious blood of Christ, our hearts well
up with thanksgiving and praise. Indeed, that is all
we can say, since in this matter there is no need to
ask for anything; and in fact it would be unfitting to
do so. We cannot invite the Lord to do what He has
already done; we can only thank Him for it from our
hearts.

Thanksgiving takes account of the Lord’s work for
us, but praise goes further. We praise Him for what
He is. At the outset gratitude overwhelmed us, but as
the novelty faded a little it left no vacuum; for we deal
not with an event but with a Person, not with an
action merely but with the Doer of it. Gradually the
Lord Himself comes to fill our vision, and
thanksgiving gives way to praise. “What a wonderful
Savior,” we cry, “is Jesus our Lord!”
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| will instruct thee and teach thee in the way
which thou shalt go. — Psalm 32:8

The horse and the mule can be made to obey their
owner’s will, though to realize his purpose he may
have to use on them the bit and bridle and even the
lash of the whip. God, however, never intended to
direct His children in that kind of way. The horse and
the mule “have no understanding,” but His children
can enjoy such an intimate relationship with Him that
a mere hint of His wishes will suffice to bring a
response from them.

Knowledge of the will of God is not so much a matter
of finding the right method as of being the right man.
If the man is not right with God, no method will avail
to make that will clear to him. If the man is right, then
the knowledge of God’s will is a comparatively
simple matter. This does not rule out methods, but
we would emphasize that with the fullest knowledge
of all the methods by which it may please God to
make His will known, we shall remain in ignorance of
it if we are not walking in quiet intimacy with Him.
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And who is he that overcometh the world, but he
that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? — 1
John 5:5

You will discover that spiritual progress in your life
before God is invariably preceded by dissatisfaction
with your current condition. All progress starts from
dissatisfaction. You must be pressed to a point
where you feel that you have come to an end, that a
way out must be found.

Christ is our way out. Christ in us reacts on our
behalf to every kind of outside requirement. When
my temptation is pride, Christ will be my humility if
only | will make room for Him at that hour. When
passion is aroused, Christ will express Himself as my
patience. Every one of life’s daily demands is met by
the many virtues that spring from this one Life, and it
is these fresh discoveries of Christ in my hour of
need that mark my spiritual progress before God.
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Forsaking the right way, they went astray, having
followed the way of Balaam. — 2 Peter 2:15

Balaam was a prophet who worked for reward; he
commercialized the prophetic ministry. He was not
ignorant of the mind of God and was well aware that
Israel was a people whom God would bless.
Moreover, God had plainly forbidden him to comply
with Balak’s request and go and curse them. But the
great reward lured him. How could he possibly obtain
it? He decided that he would try to get God to
reverse His decision.

The plan was carried into effect and at first seemed
successful. God actually granted him the permission
he had earlier refused. In fact, He simply let Balaam
go his own self-chosen way, which according to the
above verse was not “the right way” at all. How
terrible to be released by God to go one’s own
greedy way instead of walking in the way of the Lord!
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Ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. — 2
Corinthians 4:5

We must remember that for Christ’s sake we are the
servants of others, and we should not only devote
our time and strength to them, but also let our
affections go out to them. God’s demands of those
who serve Him are very exacting. They allow us no
leisure for self-occupation. If we cling to our
pleasures and griefs, grudging to let go of our own
interests, we shall be like a room that is too full of
furniture to accommodate anything more.

To put it differently, we shall have expended all our
emotions on ourselves and will have none to spare
for others. We need to realize that there is a limit to
our soul-strength, just as there is to the strength of
our bodies. Our emotional powers are not boundless.
If we exhaust our sympathies in one direction, we
shall have none to give in another. Let us learn to
enter into the feelings of others for the sake of Him
who entered into ours.
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Except a grain of wheat fall into the earth and die,
it abideth by itself alone; but if it die, it beareth
much fruit. — John 12:24

“If it die...” What is this death? It is the cracking open
of the shell by the working of temperature and
humidity, so that the true life within the grain can
express itself. It is all too possible for a Christian to
have the Lord’s life in him and yet for that life to be
confined and suppressed by the hard shell of nature.
So we have the sad fact of a fruitless Christian. In
this case it is not a matter of obtaining life, for that
came at conversion, but of the release of that life so
that it can grow and be fruitful.

If we wrap ourselves in our natural shell and resist
Christ’s call to share his cross and be broken open,
we will hinder the possibility of God-glorifying fruit.
We may enjoy some inward blessing ourselves, but it
is only when that inner life is dispersed around us
that others can benefit from our lives.
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Being justified freely by his grace. — Romans
3:24

The word here translated “freely” is the same as is
translated “without a cause” in Jesus’ quotation from
the Psalms: “They hated me without a cause” (John
15:25). Thus to say that God’s grace justifies us
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freely means that he justifies us without any cause or
reason. Since grace is gratuitous, it is not at all
conditional on the recipient's state. Those who
consider themselves fairly good stand just as much
in need of the grace of God as those who see
themselves, like Paul, as “the chief of sinners.”

God will not give less grace to those who have
sinned more, and more grace to those who have
sinned less. In no sense at all is grace a reward. In
the realm in which grace operates, both the sinner
and his works are completely set aside. God saves
us without a cause.
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