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The Joyful Heart
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He that raised up Christ Jesus from the dead
shall give life also to your mortal bodies through
his Spirit that dwelleth in you. - Romans 8:11

The previous verse explains how God gives life to
our spirit; this verse tells us how He gives life to our
body. The body is dead in the sense that it is
traveling toward the grave. No matter how advanced
a Christian’s spiritual walk is, he has yet to possess
a redeemed body. This can only be in the future.
Today’s body is just an earthly tent, a body of
humiliation.

This verse, however, teaches us that if the Spirit of
God abides in us, then through this indwelling power
God also gives renewal to that earthly tent. He is not
here speaking of a future resurrection, but of the fact
that the Holy Spirit can strengthen our physical
bodies so that we can meet the requirements of
God’s work. Neither our life nor the kingdom of God
will suffer through the weakness of a body thus

renewed and empowered.
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| was dumb, | opened not my mouth; because
thou didst it. - Psalm 39:9

These words express a fitting attitude for lovers of
God. Since He makes all things work together for
their good, then this act of His which has befallen me
can only be for my benefit. | will yield to it, therefore,
without protest, not even asking why my lot differs
from the lot of others.

Only if my love is directed, not at God, but at some
object | am seeking for its own sake will the good
which He wishes to give me be deferred. Lack of an
explanation matters little. The way of knowing God is
by love and not by knowledge. When | recall how the
Lord Jesus said of the sparrows, “Not one of them
shall fall on the ground without your Father,” should |
not accept in silence what comes to me from His
hand, seeing the love that has planned it?
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He that heareth my word, and believeth him that
sent me, hath eternal life. - John 5:24

The Epistle to the Romans tells us in much detail
about the way of salvation, and from a study of it we
can learn a great deal about the doctrine of
redemption; and yet it was written for the saved.
John’s Gospel gives no doctrine in any systematic
form; and yet it was written for the world. We would
have arranged things the other way round, and we
should have been wrong!

If your house is on fire, with you on the top story, and
if the firemen come and set up a ladder to save you,
will you say, “Not so fast! Tell me first why your
ladder does not have to lean on anything. And what
materials are your clothes made of that they do not
catch fire?” No, you will allow yourself to be saved,
and afterward you may inquire all about the fire
escape and the firemen’s uniforms and anything else
that interests you.
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Jesus said unto him, Thou host both seen him,
and he it is that speaketh with thee. - John 9:37

This man had had his eyes wonderfully opened to
see Jesus. Truly to see Him, and not merely to judge
Him by outward appearance, is nothing short of a
divine miracle. Some in Galilee wrongly took Jesus
for Elijah. Now Elijah was a prophet of action who
faced opponents with courage and vigor, and the
Lord Jesus displayed just such a decisiveness of
action. When He found men defiling God’s house of
prayer with merchandise, He forcibly cast them out.
He was a true Elijah.

Others mistook Jesus for Jeremiah. Jeremiah was a
figure of divine compassion, a weeping prophet; and
Jesus fits in here too. He ate at table with publicans
and sinners; He allowed a sinful woman to cry at his
feet; and when He saw Mary weeping, He also wept.
He was a true Jeremiah. Nevertheless when people
mistook Him for either of these, they showed that
they knew Him only by appearances. It is the
Father’s revelation, and that alone, that shows us
who the Son really is. Praise God—the man who
really saw Jesus could start where we do—*born
blind!”

10 A5H

ZI T BWKE, ZDORIZTEEM R[22 4
25:10]

BUMREEOAMBEIXECICHY . thDIRE=ED B ST
ECIZH=DTLES ? HBEARDOHETESHYFEA,
MIEEEY DT TO=EFNZ BAOGIRI-EDELL
VIEFEBRA TV =DTY . ALV DEZZESI



HOTW=EITTHY., FICHEZZSTEH>TH. B
ARETIIVWELTATL ., TNIEFE. RERT FlE
DMTEHYFEFA. EZDRBYEMNHT-5 ADIRIX,
AREWHIBEROICHMNT T BRI, +HHFETE
WERLT/-TE=DTT M,

EBULME, BUDMR-BHBEER TEREFITHE>TL
=Dl BHORIRE-BIE BT EENSTEIZHY
FI . LELGEICAENTETWAIEN, EHIFITA
THDTY , SZHT=>T. BURIZITEIL. FEIEN =05
WO ZDHEFRICLSDIE, BN ETY,

October 5

And while they went away to buy, the bridegroom
came. - Matthew 25:10

Wherein did the wisdom of the one group and the
foolishness of the other lie? Not in the matter of ail,
because the lamps of the foolish were still burning,
though their oil was low. Their lamps were “going
out,” that is, not extinguished, but about to be so. Nor
was it only a matter of extra oil for replenishing, since
the improvident five went off to buy more oil and
eventually came back with a sufficient supply.

The difference lay in the fact that the wise had oil in
time and the foolish had it too late. It was all a
question of readiness and of being in time. It is
always wise to be swift in obedience, ready on the
spot when called for.
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David said unto Saul, | cannot go with these; for |
have not proved them. - 1 Samuel 17:39

There is no spiritual value conferred by office.
Wearing the king’s armor does not give a man kingly
qualities. It is striking to remember that David already
knew himself to be the anointed king of Israel. What
more natural, then, than to put on the king’s apparel,
especially as he was fighting the king’s battles?

He did try the armor, but he soon took it off again.
Inwardly he must have realized that spiritual power
does not come from earthly accompaniments, but
from a heart relationship with God. David had
entered into such a relationship by secret
experiences in daily life. These hidden victories with
God provided him with a sufficient weapon for his
public conflict. He was much better off without the
well-intentioned, but artificial aids offered by Saul.
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That he might present the church to himself a
glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any
such thing. - Ephesians 5:27

Children and young people have no wrinkles. When



wrinkles appear, it means that age is creeping on.
But the Lord plans for His Church a condition of
unaging life, where there is nothing of decay, nothing
of her sorry past. For her He wants everything in its
pristine newness. One day, when she stands before
Him, it will seem as though she had never had any
history of sin. She will be, as God eternally planned,
a Church completely Christlike, containing no
impurity of man and no savor of sin, having her Lord
as her very life.

She will then not only be without spot or wrinkle; she
will have no deficiency whatsoever. God will bring
the Church to the place where nothing can be said
against her in any respect. Mirroring His glory, she
will then be completely glorious.
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The time of my departure is come . . . | have
finished the course. - 2 Timothy 4:6, 7

On at least three occasions Jesus evaded the jaws
of death. He did this because He knew that his time
had not yet come. The Father had appointed Him an
hour, and He knew He should not die in advance of
that. The Apostle Paul likewise had the frequent
experience of escaping death. He was not afraid to
die; nevertheless he clearly trusted in God that he
would not die before his work was done.

In the Old Testament we read of patriarchs who died
“full of years.” This means that they lived out totally

the days appointed by God. Whether life be long or
short, God intends that we should not perish like
sinners before our appointed days are fulfilled. Our
years should suffice to accomplish whatever, in His
eyes, is our life’s work. This is victory over death.
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Let love of the brethren continue. - Hebrews 13:1.

God’s heart is great and so should ours be. We must
learn to have a love large enough to embrace all
God’s children. If a man is born of the Spirit, then he
is a brother. He is a brother if he understands divine
truth clearly, and he is still a brother if he does not. If
he stays comfortably at home, he is my brother; and
if he falls into a ditch on the street, he is my brother
still.

Was he baptized by immersion or by sprinkling?
Does he believe that the “great tribulation” will last
three and a half years, or seven? Is the “rapture” he
looks for to be partial or total? If you base your
willingness to love him on any such doctrinal
questionnaire, you do wrong. Ask only, “Has he the
life of Christ or not?” Every one who is redeemed by
the precious blood is a brother, and a brother who
must be loved.
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Honor all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God.
Honor the king. - 1 Peter 2:17

For the Christian taken up with the joy of fellowship
alone with God, the great temptation is to want to do
nothing else but remain there basking in His
presence. He is in no hurry to return to his former
employment with its attendant trials and difficulties.
Face to face with the Lord, he senses only joy and
holiness and victory; but when he emerges to
perform his daily tasks, he encounters
discouragement and defeat once more.

Let him be warned that he is in danger of making
himself the center, and rendering himself, as a result,
unfit to care for the needs of others. Our duty toward
men is defined often in Scripture, and our
responsibility in the mundane affairs of life is certain.
The loftiest Christian experience is never
incompatible with the performing of one’s duties as a
man. To the Lord, there is no conflict between
mundane household chores and spiritual ministry.
The life of Christ exhibits itself through all sorts of
activities.
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The king hath brought me into his chambers: we
will be glad and rejoice in thee, we will make
mention of thy love more than of wine: rightly do
they love thee. - Song of Songs 1:4

A better rendering of the last clause would be, “In
uprightness they love thee”; that is, “they love thee
without mixture.” Paul wrote to Timothy of “love out
of a pure heart and a good conscience and faith
unfeigned,” and then concluded the passage with a
reminder that the Lord Jesus is the eternal King (1
Timothy 1:5, 17). That is the point. The King has
brought us into communion with Himself, and from
that fact there springs a new and satisfying love.

There is a sense in which we can only come to
recognize Christ as the beloved Bridegroom of our
souls if we first yield Him homage as our King. The
justified sinner rightly loves his gracious Savior. Later
on, as he grows closer to Him, he finds that what
gives unmixed quality to his devotion and love is his
complete dedication to the rule of Jesus as his
sovereign Lord. He is learning to love “in
uprightness.”
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Thou mindest not the things of God, but the
things of men. - Matthew 16:23

Jesus had scarcely told His disciples of His
approaching rendezvous with the cross than Peter
burst in, out of his intense love for Him, with the cry,
“Lord, pity yourself.” The Lord’s answer could only be
a stern rebuke. Self-pity, Jesus declared, was an
idea that could have come only from Satan. He then
countered Peter’s protest by going further. “It is not |
alone who must go to the cross,” He told them, “but
all of you who follow me and desire to be My
disciples. Do not imagine that | am the only one who
must do God’s will. My way shall be your way too.”

Deep down, Peter knew this, and if in saying “Pity
yourself” he was expressing affection for the Lord, he
was at the same time unconsciously revealing his
attitude toward himself. He too would avoid the cross
and thus preserve the selfish life of his own soul.
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But we will continue stedfastly in prayer, and in
the ministry of the word. - Acts 6:4

All ministry, all service to mankind, which has lost its
priestly emphasis has broken down. If | have not first
of all gone into the presence of God, | cannot come
forth to my fellows with any message or service of
value to them.

If there is a prophet’s ministry without at the same
time a priestly ministry, then there will be no building
of the Church. If my right hand is injured and in pain,
and my left hand wants to come to its aid, it does not
act unbidden. Communication is by way of the head,
and action is initiated there and controlled from
there. An unattached left hand could be no help at
all. And serving our brothers is like that. If we would
avoid causing only trouble with other members, we
should act under direction of the Head; we should
come to them in service straight from the presence
of God.
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What wilt thou that | should do unto thee? And he
said, Lord, that | may receive my sight. - Luke
18:41

We must guard against belaboring God with words
which are not real prayers. Satan delights, not only in
depriving us of the time to pray, but also in making
us waste the time we have in multiplying scattered,
empty words. Many long, wearisome, routine prayers
are merely wasting time. If you do not even know
what you want when you kneel to pray, how can you
expect God to answer? You fall into the trap of
thinking you have spent a useful time in prayer when
in fact you have not prayed at all.

The Lord will ask you, as he asked blind Bartimaeus,
“What do you want Me to do for you?” Can you
answer that question specifically and clearly? You
should train yourself to do so. We are warned to
watch in prayer. Do not drag out the time; do not
offer God your many reasons; simply and in plain
terms pour out your desire before Him.
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By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed to
go out. - Hebrews 11:8

It is from God, the source and beginning of all things,
that His new creation springs. We might fittingly
borrow the words of the Lord Jesus who said, “My
Father worketh hitherto, and | work.” This is a lesson
we all have to learn: that we can originate nothing of
divine value. God alone is the One who begins
everything. Though this fact injures our pride, yet the
day we really see it is a day of happiness for us. It
seems we have recognized that where eternal
values are concerned, all must be from God.

Abraham needed to make no new beginning of his
own. God took the initiative with him. And Abraham
never thought of Canaan as his goal. He went out
ignorant of where he was bound. That was known to
God, and he simply responded to a call of God.
Blessed is the man who doesn’t know! When we
really understand that God is the beginning and the
end of all that matters in life, we can be at rest.
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October 16

For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit
and of faith. - Acts 11:24

We see people who appear richly endowed with gifts
by God, and we think how wealthy they are and how
greatly He uses them. Yet what really brings help to
those in need is not these impressive gifts and
utterances; it is the life that rises triumphant over
death in those who, like Paul, “die daily.”

God sovereignly bestows gifts upon one here and
one there that they may serve as His mouthpieces,
but what He really seeks are not spokesmen but
vessels for the communication of that life by the
Spirit. This resurrection life of Jesus flows out from
those in whom “the dying of Jesus” is at work within
(2 Corinthians 4:10). He who puts his trust in spiritual
gifts is being foolish, for such gifts do not necessarily
work that transformation in the inner man. It is out of
brokenness that there can come forth life.
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| can of myself do nothing. - John 5:30

At his creation Adam became a distinct self-
conscious person, but he had no sin. There was not
yet ruling in him what Paul in Romans 6:6 calls “our
old man.” He possessed free will, which made it
possible for him to act on his own account; so that
self, we may say, was already there—but not sin. But
then the fall changed all that. Now there was the “old
man” dominant in him, and certainly in all of us.

We must be cautious about drawing parallels
between ourselves and the Lord Jesus in His
incarnation, but we can say with assurance that He
had no old man, because He was free from sin.
Nevertheless, He had a self. He possessed natural
strength; yet not once in the smallest degree did He
abuse it. It is not that He lacked an individual
personality—every man has that—but that He did not
choose to live by Himself. In our verse He makes
clear His estimate of the worthlessness of natural
human effort apart from God. We can understand,
therefore, why He went on to say of our spiritual
fruitfulness, “Apart from Me ye can do nothing.”

10 A 18 H

ABER-TENMZITNIE, His=-H=FHbhh, &
L5FVWT, EEITNIE. BRI HhEEH[AY
7 30:15)

FERISETHENICE. ABFDLDOHEENRNATLY
F9. ADRFX. LD, DEPDBDTY, £
Z. EQOEDEM>T- LT, — 59 DBEALOHEMNS,
ZOREDDIBEHELD DX, HohBHEFURNEIZIX,
FEREICHLWNILETT . BE. TDLDELGHFFBT
A ITRTOBRNWE, KEDEKT. +FEDRTIZEA
(TETET, BITHS LI TEFEA A=BIETFET.
[MTR-FURCDEMIELoKYZESRETT , RIS
100 DITEIZREILTH, ZOHIZ, HOELTHLE
DIFVEDHHRNIEE. BATHEEFELLS,

b DEERELNDHEREIH>TEON DML,
B, R E. L. RIEEE->T, TEIEAYDORER
EEAT . RBDREEEDIIELFET  BIFAEDL.
HEIZSn B &3, BMDLENEIZ, EDHEPT
RAEZEFFETHYFEEA

October 18

In returning and rest shall ye be saved,; in
quietness and in confidence shall be your
strength. - Isaiah 30:15



Desire for haste bespeaks an emotional nature.
Emotion is usually hasty. It is extremely hard for the
hasty Christian to wait on the Lord, to know His will
and knowing it, to walk a step at a time in that will.
Indeed we who are His own are incapable of
following the Spirit until our emotions are truly
yielded to the cross. We need first to learn there the
“patience of Jesus Christ,” for let us remember that
out of a hundred impatient actions, scarcely one is in
the will of God.

Because He knows the impetuosity of our nature,
God frequently uses our fellow workers, brethren,
family, or environment to put the brake on us. For
God never performs anything hurriedly;
consequently, He will rarely entrust His power to the
impatient.
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Whosoever would become great among you shall
be your servant [margin]. - Matthew 20:26

We who would be leaders must learn not to lord it
over those entrusted to our care nor to lead them on
faster than their ability to follow. If we have a word

from the Lord for them, we should be faithful in
sharing it; but we dare not insist that they accept its
message. Let us remember that God approves the
free will He has given to man; and if He never
coerces man, how dare we? Let us learn to walk
softly before Him and to be very slow to put
ourselves up before men in the role of leader.

It should be no matter for self-gratification that
people are ready to learn what we have to say.
Rather should it drive us to the Lord in fear and
trembling. No matter how strong our convictions, we
must learn to distrust ourselves, for we are prone to
err; and the more self-assured we are, the more we
are liable to go astray. The danger is that the greater
the following we attract, the more our self-confidence
is fed and the less we are able to receive help from
others.
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Upon the first day of the week let each one of you
lay by him in store, as he may prosper. - 1
Corinthians 16:2

The first day of the week spoken of here is different
from the Sabbath of the Old Testament. It is not a
day of assessment, nor is it merely a day for physical
rest. It directs us rather to two things we especially
ought to do. One is to come together to the Lord God



in order to receive grace from Him, and the other is
to offer to Him our gifts. It is a day for us to rejoice in
the Lord.

Is it not surprising to find that our gifts are to be
made weekly and not monthly? Many wait until the
end of the month, and some may even wait until the
year’s end, to give their gifts to God, but Paul tells us
we must balance our accounts before Him on the
first day of each week. Let us note too that each one
is free to decide on his own percentage. Give more if
you can give more, less if you have less. The
important thing is that you should give your portion

joyfully.
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But one thing is needful: for Mary hath chosen the
good part, which shall not be taken away from
her. - Luke 10:42

Jesus never implied that Martha should not work.
Indeed, the Bible elsewhere tells us that the man
who does not work should not eat. Nor did He
propose to Martha that she should spend half her
time serving and the other half dealing with matters
of the spirit. He never suggested that doing her

“many things” was wrong, but He reminded her that
she should not let them fret and irritate her. Martha
did not engage in too many tasks; she indulged in
too many worries.

Thank God that there was also a Mary. She had
chosen the best portion, which is communion with
the Lord, and she represents the other half of the
picture. What Jesus wanted was that Martha should
follow her sister’s example of peace of heart, even
while she worked. We can all be like Martha,
occupied with outward things; but at one and the
same time we must be like Mary, in fellowship with
Christ within. Any man or woman may be outwardly
busy while inwardly sitting at the feet of Jesus. That
is true service.
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He that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen,
cannot love God whom he hath not seen. - 1 John
4:20

We might perhaps add to the Apostle John’s words,
“If we cannot love our brothers whom we see, how
can we love the brothers whom we cannot see?”
Paul wrote to the Corinthians about love, because

-10 -



love unites. In Corinth there was envy and strife; so
Paul told them that love envies not, seeks not her
own, thinks no evil of others; in other words, love
does not divide and separate. All this was an
exhortation to the believers in Corinth to love one
another at close quarters.

Many of us are good at brotherly love so long as the
brethren concerned are faraway and unseen. It is
loving those whom we see everyday that really tests
our love for God. The Corinthians were to love their
brothers in Corinth first of all. Later, perhaps, they
might go to Ephesus and love the members of Christ
there. Only later still would they ascend into heaven
to see the Body of Christ in its wholeness. This is the
right order and the most difficult, for it tests our
sincerity.
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The fear of man bringeth a snare. - Proverbs
29:25

Once there were two men who worked in the same
firm. One of them found Christ as his Savior; but it
happened that both men were extremely timid. The
one who was saved dared not tell the other that this
had happened, while the other could not work up
enough courage to ask the converted man what had
occurred, though he could see the change.

They shared the same table at work. Daily they
faced each other, yet one dared not tell and the other
dared not ask. At last the one who had believed
could stand it no longer; so after much prayer, he
went to his friend and said, “l am a most timid man.
For at least three months | have not dared to tell you
that | have believed in the Lord Jesus.” Then his
friend answered, “All these three months | have been
longing to ask you what has happened.” If you live in
fear of others, it may help you to remember that
perhaps others fear you. Take courage and speak.

10A 24 H

BELGL, BOEIISRABVNDIETIIEL HEF
MEBEICKBZEUVENLTTIA—7 14:17]

EEL. EYOESBNILERICEL T, KEQ
BHZADTNTOEY . BRATH, BRNGTH HF
ERRIILTOLDFRIETLES ? D BN RT=5,
CNFESITELNIEENSGTY , Ml AN EELET
BILEITERAHDHEFEONFEEA KDY, X
MMERHHEEEHINT T MOEHF D ETD
EEEABORIZHEEIADNZI-FIALDLDSE,
BT HEVWBDIFXED ZDFEIFTE , COFRIH,
F=bDHIZHENEY . BRYPEDLDEN O
Rl KECESITLRNIETY , CD=HIZTE B
EDHTHRASN TSI, FUAMEDEFEX. 2
ETHELONASZ LG KEGHBHNHFSATNASDTY,

BREKRIZEZEH. ARGBAYTHEEZEZL
FWEEBHIE, FNIFENTETT LAL., E£FICRB
NHHT. LWBDEBR, BRGKRREEWLERIE
5. 5L TENFEVERT A KREMLEREX., HE-0
EFZDIBIZ, ENEITOEMLBEENRIATLSH
EESTETT , FVARREIL, EMERETIIELIE
EEZTHEELEN, FYRMETERICEETLELDE.
WOHEICHL T DERAEEZFELTVET, ZDE LI,
FI=bDOH T, ECEFTHLRARTERICHELZBATH
Y, BEICE>TELZE@BDIELL, T RTEHBHEBLTH
LNET,

October 24

For the kingdom of God is not eating and
drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in
the Holy Spirit. - Romans 14:17

The Bible allows us great latitude in external things
such as food. Why is it that you may eat or not eat as
you like? Because from God’s viewpoint this is only a
minor matter. God attaches no great importance to
prohibitions. Instead, He lays stress on what is
positive. The life of the Son of God on earth, and
Christ’s risen life in us—these are the essentials.
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Having that glory among us, such matters as food
and clothing become very minor indeed. That is why
the Christian life, as set forth in the Bible, is never
legalistic, but wonderfully flexible.

It you wish to dress more moderately and eat less
costly food, it is good. But if you have more money
and feel like eating better or spending more on
clothes, you may do it. The pivotal question is how
much spiritual reality is manifested in your life. Do
remember that a Christian is not an ascetic. He lives
an adaptable life, sensitive always to Him who in us
is exceedingly great and glorious, and who is ruled
not so much by abstinence as by transcendence.
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A new spirit will | put within you ... And | will put
my Spirit within you. - Ezekiel 36:26, 27

Note here how after the promise of “a new spirit”
there immediately follows the allusion to “my Spirit.”
The first statement signifies the renewal of the dead
spirit by an incoming of life in one who believes. The
second goes further and points to the indwelling Holy
Spirit of God resident within the man’s renewed

spirit.

But the two are one experience. Christians do not
live for many years after new birth in a first phase of
Christian life and then suddenly wake up and,
seeking the Holy Spirit, enter on a second phase.
They have His entire personality abiding in them—
not just visiting them—the moment they are saved.

The apostle exhorted us not to grieve the Holy Spirit.
By using the word “grieve” and not “anger,” he
reveals the Holy Spirit’s love. Moreover, he certainly
never says, “Do not cause Him to depart.” It may be
the plight of the Spirit to be either grieved or
gladdened, but He abides within us forever. There is
no question of his leaving.
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Christ also loved the church, and gave himself up
for it. - Ephesians 5:25

The theme of this verse is not so much the coming of
Christ to die for sinners as the giving of Himself to
them in love. John tells us how at the cross the
soldiers came to examine Jesus. They found to their
surprise that He was already dead, but they pierced
His side and there flowed out blood and water. This
suggests symbolically the two aspects of the work of
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Christ; namely, the shedding of blood to redeem us
from our sins, and the flowing out to us of the water
of life.

To die for sins is one thing, but to die for love is
more. Christ died for us in order to give himself to us.
The vital issue of our new birth lies just here. It is not
repentance which makes us a part of Christ, neither
is it confession of our sins, nor even our faith. It is
the life of Christ imparted to us by a divine act, which
alone makes us a part of the Church which He loved
and gave Himself up for.
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| counsel thee to buy of me gold refined by fire,
that thou mayest become rich. - Revelation 3:18

If we desire to continue on the course of Philadelphia
and not slip back into that of Laodicea, then we must
learn to be humble before God. Sometimes | have
heard brothers say, “The blessing of God is in our
midst.” | acknowledge the truth of this, yet | feel we
need to exercise extreme caution in saying it. If one
day we incline to say that we are rich and have
gotten riches and have need of nothing, we are very
close to the condition of Laodicea.

Remember—there is nothing we possess which we

did not first receive from God. He who stands before
the Lord is not conscious of his own wealth, but only
of him. He who comes forth from the Lord’s presence
is rich, yet he is not aware of his riches. The
radiance on Moses’ countenance faded, and for him
it was better so, for once it became known to him he
might have ended up in lukewarmness.
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Did not God choose them that are poor as to the
world to be rich in faith? - James 2:5

The goal and reward of temporal poverty is eternal
enrichment. God never intended that tribulation and
poverty should have no fruit. His purpose is that all
pressure should lead to enlargement and that all
poverty should lead to wealth. His destiny for His
people is not continuous distress nor continuous
poverty. Straitness and poverty are not an end; they
are the means to an end.

There is much that we do not understand in John’s
revelation of the New Jerusalem, but we do see
there a city of infinite wealth. There is, however, not
a nugget of gold in that city which has not been tried
in a furnace of affliction, not a precious stone which
has not passed through the fires, and not a pearl that
has not been born of suffering. To be “rich in faith” is
surely justified, therefore.
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Adding on your part all diligence, in your faith
supply virtue. - 2 Peter 1:5

Peter is telling us here that a continual “adding”
should characterize every Christian. We should
cultivate a disposition which never ceases to explore
fresh territory in the realm of divine things. Although
Peter is an old man when he writes this, divine
energy pulsates in him and is communicated to his
readers.

He urges us that as soon as we have possessed one
Christian virtue, we should seek to supplement it with
another; and having acquired that, we should heap
on yet more. Diligence, faith, virtue, knowledge, self-
control, patience, godliness, brotherly love, divine
love: Peter’s list is long and is summarized by his
key word, “abundance.” Press on and on, he says,
never resting content with your present attainment,
never ceasing from this holy task of adding, until the
goal of God’s purpose for you is reached.
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And he went out, and wept bitterly. - Matthew
26:75

In affirming that he would never be offended in
Christ, Peter was contradicting his Lord; yet his
doing so was no mere bravado. He was confident
that he spoke the truth. It was because Peter so
firmly believed in himself that Jesus reinforced his
general statement regarding all His disciples by
adding details of the depth to which Peter would fall
in desertion of Him.

Yet so deep-rooted was Peter’s self-confidence that
all the Lord’s assertions failed to convince him. More
vehemently than ever he promised his loyalty. He
meant every word. He loved Jesus and wanted to
follow him unreservedly; and when he spoke as he
did, he was expressing the intention of his heart. But
he mistook himself for the man he desired to be.
Thank God that Peter was brought through
breakdown to discover his own weakness. If there
was sincerity in his self-confidence, there was
sincerity too in his weeping. From that hour of his
self-discovery, God was able to fashion him anew.
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Every scripture inspired of God is also
profitable . . . that the man of God may be
complete. - 2 Timothy 3:16, 17

From beginning to end the Bible maintains an
organic unity. It is no disorderly compilation of human
minds, but is bound together by the working of the
Spirit of God, so that what we have today is fully at
one with its origins. The five books of Moses stand at
the beginning of the record—and this is the
significant point: all who wrote afterward built upon
them; they did not write independently. Joshua builds
on the foundation of the Pentateuch, and so does the
author of the books of Samuel.

Though the writers are various, every book in the Old
Testament builds on what went before. And when we
reach the New Testament the same is true: the New
uses the OId as its springboard. You cannot discard
the Old Testament and retain only the New
Testament; neither can you cut out the four Gospels
and keep only the letters of Paul. God does not say
one thing yesterday and another thing today. His
Word is one. From start to finish, it lives and speaks
to our need.
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