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The Joyful Heart
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Then Job arose, and rent his robe, and shaved
his head, and fell down upon the ground, and
worshipped. - Job 1:20

In the mystery of His ways God permitted Job to be
deprived of everything he possessed, though He
Himself had just borne witness of him that there was
“none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright
man.” Four messengers had arrived almost
simultaneously with the news that within the
compass of one short day, he had been stripped of
everything he possessed. How did he react? He fell
down before God and worshiped.

Where there is true worship, there are no complaints.
Here was a man so utterly subject to God that he
could unhesitatingly bow to all His ways. Let us
cease questioning God’s dealings with us, and with
our brothers and sisters, however baffling they may
be. Let us cease asking Him for explanations and in
simplicity accept that His thoughts are higher than
our thoughts and all His ways are perfect.
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If so be that ye heard him. - Ephesians 4:21

After | was saved, | used to feel dissatisfied with
Peter’s sermon on the Day of Pentecost. It did not, |
thought, make things clear at all, for there is nothing
in it about the plan of salvation. How strange that
Peter did not even use the title “Savior”! But
nevertheless, what was the result? The people, we
are told, were pricked in their hearts and cried, “What
shall we do?” Again, to Cornelius Peter only spoke
about who Christ was; he gave no explanation of the
meaning of His death. Yet even so, the Holy Spirit fell
upon them all.

The great weakness of present preaching of the
gospel is that we try to make people understand the
plan of salvation, or we try to drive people to the Lord
through fear of sin and its consequences. Wherein
have we failed? | am sure that it is in this, that our
hearers do not see him. They only see “sin” or
“salvation,” whereas their need is to see the Lord
Jesus and touch Him.
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They gave him wine to drink mingled with gall:
and when he had tasted it, he would not drink. -
Matthew 27:34

To condemn a man to the cross was to condemn him
to an agonizing death, but it was permitted to
alleviate the sufferings of the crucified by offering a
drink of gall mixed with wine or vinegar. No doubt the
slightest alleviation of his pain was welcomed by the
condemned. Our Lord, however, was an exception.
When He tasted the drink that was lifted to His lips,
He refused it. There was nothing in Him that cried
out for the easing of His pain.

We profess to bear the cross, but how eager we are
to drink that wine mingled with gall! May we awake to
the truth that if we are yearning for an anodyne, we
are not truly bearing the cross of Christ. Only those
who find their trials irksome need a soothing draught.
How we love sympathy! We have an insatiable
craving to be comforted, seeking it from every
possible source and feeling aggrieved if it is not
offered to us. Unwittingly we reveal that we know
little of His cross, which involves a joyful acceptance
of the will of God.
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That he might sanctify it, having cleansed it by the
washing of water with the word. - Ephesians 5:26

God’s highest revelation of the Church is seen in this
letter. Its outstanding feature is that it starts, not with
sinners being saved, but with their having been
chosen in Christ. Thus in Ephesians something
transcendent is unveiled to us. We see the Church,
chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world,
formed out from Him, and destined forever to
manifest His glory.

At the same time, however, Ephesians shows us that
man’s sin and man'’s fall are facts. Every one of us
who belongs to Christ possesses a new spirit which
is truly of Him, but alongside this there are still in us
many things which are not of Christ. That is why we
are told in this verse about Christ’s activities to
cleanse us. He wants to restore us till we completely
match with God’s eternal design. It is true, therefore,
that God plans to bring us to the place where
cleansing is no longer necessary, but today we still
need to be cleansed.



7THASH

HEEINIFECETTEENDOMNSENDTT H,
EETHRES=HE=IT=D, WVFERIZE>TERS
NBEVNSOTETMNHSTV 3:3]

NoOMn, A—IAANDOFHEO P THRLE=DIE, FEA
DL, BMOEHZE-THEINDIETT . HSTV
EDHTIK. EEBFX. RLESICEAICKYFELIET,
FYRPEELTOEFERHITTOBIENRENTIVE
T, fh=5E. BROMLNDOE=0I1Z A ELI=HITT
[T, Bz EHIT-CEEHYEREA. FLT. N
NHEEBIZHANEDEBTHEIRETT,

MEFET B EFHLGEFRICES ., FiizB AEZR
HBEZEERTTINET . BORDEICEDT=ELED,
BATIEINHAZEIETET, AN LEIFT. BED
LICRETHLESDDEFOLLHYFE A, . %
FYRRDHRITELZET, ThEETSNET, 5L T,
FIFADBEDT R THOEEERRINI=-DTI L
ML, fIFZEN LU EDOZEELTESLVEL=, FURE
DULDLZEHORBIICENMNSZET,R/E,. ZLT.
NOSEDFIZHELRILDTRTEHBRA TS0
T9, TIH L. EMEREIE., BRigECYIRITTEIC
THLDTIEEL HOEHAEEDLMASRERDH., FURE
DiEt=-LEZTHETEENBONZEDTT,

July 5

Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are
ye now perfected in the flesh? - Galatians 3:3

Paul makes it clear in his letter to the Romans that
the sinner depends on the grace of God for his
salvation. In Galatians he shows us that the believer
depends equally upon that grace for his continuance
in the Christian life. We never did anything, or gave
God anything, for our salvation, and this must be the
basis of our walk with Him.

God begins by giving us a new position so that we
have a new start. If | am down at the bottom of a pit,
then | continue there with no way of getting out of it
until God lifts me out and puts me upon a rock. He
does this by placing me in Christ. By doing so He
has settled all my past. But He has gone further than
that. By placing the life of Christ within me, He has
given me all | need for the present and for the entire
future. Spiritual progress, then, is not by an
agonizing striving to attain, but by looking trustfully to
God’s grace and continuing to receive of Christ’s
fullness.
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O ye that love Jehovah, hate evil. - Psalm 97:10

Before ever we discuss the subject of deliverance
from sin, we must first mention a condition or
qualification of those who are to be delivered. Even
though God’s deliverance is prepared for all, not all
are delivered. The Apostle Paul indicates this almost
unconsciously in Romans 7. In the experience
described there, he finally becomes emancipated
because he has fulfilled the condition of knowing
what to hate as well as what to desire.

We read not only how he gets released, but also how
he feels in his heart before he is released: “For not
what | would, that do | practice; but what | hate, that |
do” (Romans 7:15). Hence the first and foremost
question today is: Do you love what you are doing
now, or do you hate it? The apostle was so unwilling
to live a life in sin that he was determined to get out
of it. It was due to his hatred of it and his
determination to find an escape that he found
deliverance.
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| sat down under his shadow with great delight,
and his fruit was sweet to my taste. - Song of
Songs 2:3

To the true believer, the love of Christ is all-sufficient.
In it the Christian finds rest, protection, and
satisfaction. The singer of this song has told of
running after her beloved, but now she exclaims with
joy that she has come to rest. Like a tree, his
shadow is over her and his fruit gives her deep
satisfaction.

No noonday heat can penetrate, no fever exhaust
the one who flees to Christ for shelter. As he comes
to rest beneath the ever green coolness of the
Savior’s love, he finds only “great delight” and a
marvelous uplift of spirit. Moreover, he is not only
protected from the scorching heat of circumstances,
he is inwardly refreshed. There are some trees
which, though always green, do not bear fruit; but
Christ is the unique tree of life. At one and the same
time He affords shade from the burning heat of the
day and satisfying fruit for our inward sustenance.
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From a babe thou hast known the sacred writings
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation.
- 2 Timothy 3:15

One way of leading children to the Lord is an
effective “family altar.” In Genesis, the tent and the
altar were closely associated. In other words,
worship and the family are connected. This is why
family prayer and Bible reading together are so
indispensable today. Parents must lead their children
in simplicity, not just praying for them but with them,
and also teaching each child how to pray for himself.

In a family gathering, the children must be the first
consideration. Family worship can be a failure
because it is too long or too profound. The exposition
must be on the children’s level, not that of the
parents, who can worship and be taught in the
church. Prayer with them must be in words and ideas
they can understand. We must try to attract the
children to Christ and let their response to Him be
spontaneous. Always let them feel they matter to
God.
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Behold, here is thy pound, which | kept laid up in
a napkin. - Luke 19:20

Napkins or handkerchiefs should be used for wiping
off the sweat of toil. No one’s napkin should be
misapplied to the wrapping up of his talent. Whether
a church can grow prevailingly does not depend on
whether or not those who receive five talents, or ten,
come forth and serve. The weight of responsibility for
growth rests on those with one talent. If the one-
talented are employed and growing, all in the church
will be well; but if they bury their talent, then the
whole church stagnates.

Thus we have only one hope; namely, that the
weight of emphasis in every local church should be
placed, not on those who are especially qualified, but
on those less-gifted ones whom men despise. You
have to tell them that God approves of their wiping
off the perspiration of honest work for Him, and that
without it that work will not be done.
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But Christ is all, and in all. - Colossians 3:11

The Body of Christ is not Jew and Greek, barbarian
and Scythian, but one new man, without national
distinctions. The following story is a good illustration.
After the First World War, some Christian brothers
from England went to Germany to attend a
conference. One of the brothers in Germany rose to
introduce the visitors, saying, “Now that the war is
over, we have some English brothers visiting us, to
whom we extend our warmest welcome.”

Among those introduced, one stood up and replied,
“We are not English brothers, but brothers from
England.” How well spoken were those words! For
remember, even in the church in Jerusalem this
mistake began to be made when a dispute arose
between the Hebrews and the Grecians (Acts 6). Itis
good that at Antioch the disciples came to be called
Christians, for in the Church there is neither national
distinction nor racial difference, but only Christ who
is all and in all. How satisfactory this is!
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And it came to pass, when the days were well-
nigh come that he should be received up, he
steadfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem. - Luke
9:51

Nothing could sidetrack Christ from the goal; yet on
His road thither He visited many cities and villages
and taught in them. Without deviating from His
course, He nevertheless bought up every opportunity
by the way. Yes, though the hour approached when
He “should be received up” to the Father, the short
space of time between was filled with purposeful
activity.

If we hope soon to be “received up” to meet Him, let
us not spend the in-between time idly waiting for that
day. Let me ask you: is this hope of His return just a
part of our creed, or are we positively waiting for its
realization? And what are we doing in the meantime?
Are we daily walking with Him in the way of the
cross? Are we telling those we encounter by the way
the Good News of His salvation? And are we alone
in our witness, or are we drawing others to labor with
us? The goal is clear, but the road between is strewn
with opportunities, if only we will set ourselves to do
diligently all that comes to our hand.
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This is my beloved Son: hear ye him. - Mark 9:7

We need God’s Book and we need God'’s prophets.
He would not have us discard either Moses or Elijah
and what they represent. But the lesson of this
incident on the Mount of Transfiguration is surely that
neither of these can take the place of the living voice
of God to our hearts.

The kingdom involves on the positive side a
recognition of the absolute authority of Christ, and on
the negative side a repudiation of every authority but
His as final. It demands a firsthand intelligence of the
will of God that embraces other God-given aids, but
does not end with them. In the kingdom there is only
one Voice to be heard, through whatever medium it
speaks. Christianity is not independent of men and
books—far from it. But the way of the kingdom is that
the beloved Son speaks to me personally and
directly, and that personally and directly | hear Him.
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But his wife looked back from behind him, and
she became a pillar of salt. - Genesis 19:26

It is possible for a believer outwardly to forsake the
world, leaving everything behind, and yet inwardly to
cling to those very elements which he has forsaken
for Christ’s sake. Just to cast back longing glances is
proof enough of how easy it would be to go back and
repossess what had once been given up.

That is why Jesus gave His strong admonition to His
disciples that they should remember Lot’s wife. She
was one who did not forget her former possessions
even in a time of great peril. We are not told that she
was guilty of retracing a single step toward Sodom.
All that she did was to look back. How revealing,
though, was that backward glance! The question at
issue is always, on what is my heart fixed?
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What | have, that | give thee. In the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk. - Acts 3:6

What would we have done if confronted with the kind
of need which faced Peter and John as this lame
man made his appeal? Probably we would have
brought the matter to a prayer meeting and urged
one another to pray for this needy soul. The apostles
did not do this. The words which they spoke were
directed to the man himself—they were the words of
testimony.

We may perhaps suggest that there are two
elements in prayer. Prayer is certainly toward God,
but it is sometimes also a matter of saying to this
mountain, “Be thou removed!” There is tremendous
power in Spirit-given witness addressed directly to
the situation, as the book of the Acts so clearly
shows.
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In whom ye also are builded together for a
habitation of God in the Spirit. - Ephesians 2:22

| was once told of a sister in Christ who was so quiet
and gentle that she was “highly spiritual.” “Who is
she spiritual with?” | asked my informant. The
revealing reply was, “Well, singers who can sing
such high notes as she can, find few who can sing
with them.”

Alas, she was so spiritual that no one could be her
spiritual companion! Such a sister is alright for
display purposes, but she is no use for church
building. The kind of Christian needed in the Church
of God is one who can have another placed behind
her and another in front, another over her and yet
another under her, and still be spiritual. God did not
just plan for a display of precious stones; He wanted
a house.
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It is eleven days’ journey from Horeb by the way
of mount Seir unto Kadesh-barnea. -
Deuteronomy 1:2

Kadesh-barnea was at the very entry to the land of
Canaan itself. Thus only eleven days after leaving
Mount Sinai, the children of Israel would have
entered Canaan. Yet because of their unbelief, they
wandered in the wilderness for thirty-eight long years
before their descendants finally entered the land.
What a circuit they had traveled!

How many days have we wasted in our spiritual
journey? All too many, | fear. Problems that might
have been solved in a few days remain outstanding,
often for years. Like the Israelites, we circle around
in the wilderness, wasting God’s time and our own.
Instead let us heed His voice exhorting us to hold
fast the beginning of our confidence firm to the end.
His ways are straightforward. He has a promised rest
for us to enter.
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The people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose
up to play. - Exodus 32:6

When God chose Israel to be his people, his plan
was that they should be a kingdom of priests to
himself. Now, however, they were worshiping an idol
of their own choice and design. Their happiness lay
in the fact that they could see this god which Aaron
had cast of molten gold. The God whom Moses had
led them to know had the great disadvantage of
being invisible, and now even Moses himself was not
to be found. It was very much easier for them to
worship the golden calf standing there, familiar in
form, in full view before them.

They now had another god and another worship.
Whereas God had intended them to be His priests,
they had turned themselves into priests of the calf.
Man’s attitude of independence always leads him to
prefer a god of his own making. He likes to worship
what he can see and manipulate. It is much harder to
submit to the authority of his faithful, unseen Creator.
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Whom he called, them he also justified: and
whom he justified, them he also glorified. -
Romans 8:30

According to this Scripture, all who have been called
and justified have already been glorified. The goal is
attained. The Church has already come to glory. The
ultimate reality is before God all the time. He sees
the Church utterly pure, utterly perfect.

Spiritual growth is not so much a question of
pressing through to some far-off and abstract goal,
as of seeing God'’s ultimate standard in heaven and
living in the power of that reality. Spiritual progress
comes by finding out what you really are, not by
trying to be what you hope to become. As we move
forward to the basis of God’s eternal facts, we shall
see, here and now, the progressive manifestation of
those facts in Christian lives.
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He rested on the seventh day from all His work
which He had made. - Genesis 2:2

Rest comes after work. Moreover, work must be
completed to entire satisfaction before there can be
true rest. God did not rest in the first six days, but He
rested on the seventh. During the six days of
creation, there were light, air, grass, herbs, and
trees; there were the sun, the moon, and the stars;
there were fish, birds, cattle, and creeping things.
Finally there was man, and God rested from all His
work. When God gained a man, he was satisfied.

“Behold, it was very good” (Genesis 1:31). Note the
use of the word “behold.” When we have purchased
or produced an object with which we are particularly
satisfied, we turn it round with pleasure and look
over it long and well. God’s work of creation with
man as its summit was so perfected that it brought
Him satisfaction. Could he have done more? He did.
Through redemption He has brought us through
Christ the promise of sharing His rest.
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I ... fill up on my part that which is lacking of the
afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake,



which is the church. - Colossians 1:24

The work of Christ as Redeemer is complete, but His
afflictions remain to be filled up. Christ has wrought
salvation for mankind, yet not all men know what He
has done. He Himself only preached the Good News
to those of His generation in direct contact with Him.
For this reason, we must go and tell the world what
Christ has accomplished.

The Apostle Paul is writing of his labors with the
gospel among the Gentiles when he speaks of filling
up what remains of the afflictions of Christ.
Experience had shown him that to the cost paid by
Jesus for our redemption there was still a price to be
added: the tribulations, distresses, and shame
involved in the spreading of the Good News. But this
must never deter us from spreading it.
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Wherefore let them also that suffer according to
the will of God commit their souls in well-doing

unto a faithful Creator - 1 Peter 4:19

The creation of man was to meet a need of God: His
desire was for communion with a race of men like
Himself and for Himself. Redemption, by contrast, is
remedial, restoring to God what had been lost by

man’s rejection of him. Redemption makes possible
the recovery and fulfillment of His original and
eternal purpose in creation.

We Christians have so stressed God'’s gift to us in
redemption that we have lost sight of His purpose in
creation. Redemption is related to us and our well
being, that is why we stress it. Creation is related to
God and His purpose; that is why it is of such great
importance. Thus redemption brings us back to
God’s beginning, there to be occupied, not just with
the satisfying of our needs, but with the fulfilling of
God’s good pleasure. Should we not be willing to
pray and labor and suffer for our faithful Creator?
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Being also joint-heirs of the graces of life. - 1
Peter 3:7

God delights in having a husband and wife serve
Him together. He blessed the joint ministry of Aquila
and Priscilla, as He doubtless did that of Peter and
his wife, and Jude and his.

There are three basic reasons for Christian marriage.
The first two can be common to all marriages;
namely, for the mutual help given and received, and
for the institution of family life. The third, however, is
peculiar to a Christian couple, for they can receive
God’s grace together. This clearly shows the
importance to God of such marriages. They provide
for God a special avenue of bestowal of His grace
upon the shared life and upon humanity. Marriage

-10 -



was instituted by God, not by man. Was it for this
reason?
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Thy gentleness hath made me great. - 2 Samuel
22:36

It frequently happens that God’s choice of a leader is
quite different from man’s ideas of what a leader
should be. Even the prophet Samuel had been so
influenced by King Saul’s stature and strength that
when called to anoint a successor, he was ready to
believe that Jesse’s eldest son matched best the
kingly pattern. But neither Eliab nor any of his six
brothers was acceptable to God, who all the time
looked not at the outward but the inward man. David,
He affirmed, was His chosen man.

What did David possess that was lacking in the
others? Above all he possessed a heart of
dependence on God. It was not a perfect heart. In
fact, later in life David had to confess that it was a
sinful heart. Nevertheless, it was quite different from
that of Saul in this respect, that he displayed a
humble willingness to learn. The blessing of God’s
kingdom is reserved for the poor in spirit.
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| had been intrusted with the gospel of the
uncircumcision, even as Peter with the gospel of
the circumcision. - Galatians 2:7

Paul was a servant of the Lord, but he was different
from Peter. No one would suggest that Paul did not
preach the gospel. Of course he did. To have done
otherwise would have been to repudiate the pioneer
work of Peter and throw away the ground gained by
him. Do not let us make the mistake of thinking there
was some basic conflict between the ministries of
these two men, or that the ministries of God’s
servants should ever be in conflict. Paul makes it
clear, in writing to the Galatians, that such
differences as there were were related to geography
and race, and that in essence their tasks were
complementary, not only by mutual consent, but in
their value to and attestation by God.

It is very good to read the closing verses of Peter’s
last epistle, in which he refers to “the wisdom” given
to his beloved brother Paul. He may have needed
grace to do that. Do we not sometimes need grace to
honor one another like that?
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Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers. - 2
Corinthians 6:14

Many people seem to think this warning refers
exclusively to marriage. | believe that it includes
marriage, but that there is far more to it than that. It
comprises all kinds of friendship and association
between believers and unbelievers. To see this
clearly we have only to read the five questions which
follow in this and the next verse. They set forth five
contrasts that are totally incompatible.

Consider how unequal is that yoke. You are a man of
God, but he has no faith. You believe, but he does
not believe. You know God, but he has no such
knowledge. Whereas you can trust God for every
need, he has no one to trust, so must look to himself.
You would place everything you possess or plan into
God’s hands, but he is determined to keep all things
in his own hand. Believing God is as natural as
breathing to you, but is something totally foreign to
him. Tell me: What portion has a believer with an
unbeliever?
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Enter into thine inner chamber, and having shut
thy door, pray to thy Father who is in secret. -
Matthew 6:6

Here the phrase “thine inner chamber” is figurative.
Just as “synagogues” and “street corners” represent
public and exposed places, so “inner chamber”
means a hidden place. But let me remind you that
you may find a spiritual inner chamber on literal
street corners and in literal synagogues. You can
pray in secret, that is, on a noisy thoroughfare orin a
crowded room. Why? Because an inner chamber is
any place at all where you commune with God
privately, and any circumstance where you can
speak with him without a conscious display of your
prayer. “Having shut thy door” means shutting out
the world and shutting yourself in with God.

Such prayer is an exercise of faith. It requires that
although your senses register nothing, you are
praying to a Father who is really attentive, taking
account of your prayer. And He is not only observing:
He is even going to recompense you. Can you
believe this?
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Then shall | know fully even as also | was fully
known. - 1 Corinthians 13:12

When we come before the judgment seat of Christ
we shall stand there, not only to be assessed by
God, but that He may explain certain things to us—
things which seem all wrong now, but which are His
perfect will. In many cases we will have to confess
that where we had thought we were right, it is clear
now that we were quite wrong. In other cases,
however, the Lord will assure us that in fact we were
right, but that He was right also.

Not to be offended with the Lord is the highest form
of discipline and carries with it a special blessing.
There are times when it really seems to us that God
is not acting according to His promise. Somehow He
seems less than His Word. In fact, He is always
better than His Word. We must trust Him now: we
shall know it all then.

7H28H

Rifzb&k, FELEB OB TINTFER A, BDZE
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July 28

Fathers, provoke not your children, that they be
not discouraged. - Colossians 3:21

There is more instruction in the New Testament for
parents than for children. This may be because the
occupation of being a parent is harder than any
other. It requires a God-given sensitivity. Authority
must be used with restraint, because its excessive
use may stiffen resistance. This verse warns us that
insensitive parents can easily provoke their children
to the point of discouragement.

In every way you are stronger than your child. You
may subdue him by an overbearing will or simply by
your physical strength. If you goad him to such an
extent, then he will just wait for the day of liberation.
When that day comes, he will throw off all restraint
and claim freedom in everything. Ask yourselves,
therefore, what kind of home it was that led the
needy son to resolve, “| will arise and go to my
father.”

7H29H
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TL&S LAL, ZNIFEYNZENIZATT, ZL T,
FDEYDLZDNTKIZIE, RYELSN=EDN—DH
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July 29

God shall wipe away every tear from their eyes. -
Revelation 7:17

| delight greatly in the New Jerusalem, not because it
has a street of pure gold and twelve gates of pearl,
but because there will be the presence of the Lord
and the absence of any more tears. We may die and
rest in Christ, yet we are not just waiting for death,
but for the coming day when the world shall weep no
more.

The New Jerusalem is coming very soon, and this
tearful world will pass instantly away. On that day the
Lord will give us a resurrection body. | think that that
body will be similar to the one we have today,
possessing all the different members it has now. But
it will be a transformed body. And in this transformed
body one thing will be missing—tears in the eyes.
The Lord has borne our pain so that we may not
suffer again in the future. Thank God for the prospect
of no more tears forever.

7H30H

HEFDB=DI6ICHIADADBNET A, TDAF
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5. ZOEEMESNFET (V3T 5:14,15]

NIFFRBELEREOHLTT . BEEDIZHDEFTT.
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July 30

Is any among you sick? Let him call for the elders
of the church; and let them pray over him . . . And
if he have committed sins, it shall be forgiven him.
- James 5:14, 15

This seems a peculiar kind of forgiveness. Can you
find elsewhere in the Bible that if the elders pray for
you, you will be forgiven? No, if you sin you must
confess to God and you will receive His forgiveness
direct. Why does James advise you to call for the
elders of the church to pray so that you can know
forgiveness?

In the Scriptures it is clear that there is what can be
called the government of God, the chief principle of
which is that you reap what you have sown. It seems
that James writes for the man who may be suffering
sickness because of God’s governmental hand upon
him. No one knows clearly, so he and the elders
meet and confess and pray together in the fellowship
of the Body. The hand of God is lifted then, and
fellowship is restored.

7HA31H
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July 31

Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ. - Romans 13:14

When we go to visit people, we always think of our
dress. Now in the same way, when anyone thinks of
approaching God, he knows he must be clothed with
righteousness because without it he cannot meet
God. For this reason, righteousness is a fundamental
issue in Christian living.

Forgiveness is like taking a bath, whereas
righteousness is like wearing a robe. Among men we
are clothed so that we may appear before them. So,
too, God clothes us with righteousness so that we
may live before Him. Does God’s Word say that He
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will clothe us with the righteous robe of the Lord
Jesus, or that He will clothe us with the Lord Jesus
as our righteous robe? In point of fact, what we do
read is that we are to be clothed with the Lord Jesus
Himself. We are to put Him on. Thus clad, we can
walk before God with boldness at all times.
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