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The Joyful Heart
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Make full my joy, that ye be of the same mind. -
Philippians 2:2

| would like to point out that this request for the
saints to be like-minded is not addressed to the
universal Church. Though the universal Church can
learn from it, the words apply especially to the
Philippians to whom Paul wrote this letter. You
Christians in Philippi, you Philippian brothers, you
are the ones who must be like-minded.

It is not nearly so important for you who love the Lord
here in Foochow to be like-minded with the brothers
of the church in Shanghai, or with the brothers of the
church in Lanchou. What is of major importance is
like-mindedness with those here in this city. This is
what the Bible commands. If this is lacking in your
own locality, all your doctrines are but fanciful ideals.
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And Moses cried unto Jehovah, saying, Heal her,
O God, | beseech Thee. - Numbers 12:13

When Miriam and Aaron combined to challenge
Moses’ unique position, no words of self-vindication
came from the lips of God’s servant. He had nothing
to say in his own defense. During the whole affair, he
acted as though he were scarcely more than a
spectator. He had no personal axe to grind; he
neither reproved nor argued.

Moreover, he quickly forgave and was ready enough
to pray for Miriam when she needed his prayers. Had
he not tasted God’s mercy he would have said to
Aaron, “Why do you not pray to God yourself, since
you insist that God speaks to you also?” But, like
Christ who prayed for His captors, he readily pleaded
for Miriam’s recovery. In this he shows us the way to
fulfill the command “Do good to them that hate you;
pray for them that despitefully use you.”
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Ye know that your labor is not vain in the Lord. - 1
Corinthians 15:58

If our work for God is truly accomplished in His
strength, it cannot but bring results. Yet supposing
we have been commissioned by Him and have
labored for eight or ten years without seeing any
results at all, can we continue to toil on faithfully,
simply because God has commanded it? How many
of us are prepared to serve solely because it is
God’s command? Or how many work for the sake of
seeing fruit?

Since God'’s work is eternal in nature, He seeks men
with faith to labor for Him. It is difficult for us humans
who live in time to perceive and understand the work
of God, by reason of its eternal character. But it
helps to remember that the work of the Lord Jesus
was that of the cross—Ilosing for the sake of greater
gain. Exactly so is the work of the Christian to be.
Today God needs followers who will travail with Him
to the end, whether or not they see results.
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Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness,
leaning upon her beloved? - Song of Songs 8:5

The Holy Spirit draws our attention to this surprising
sight, which is none other than the mystery of the
Church. She has the world behind her, for she is
coming away from the wilderness; and she is making
an upward movement, for she is advancing toward a
heavenly goal. What is more, she is utterly
dependent, leaning hard upon her Beloved. She
knows herself to be incapable of finding her own
paths out of this wilderness world, so she must keep
close to him. And her dependence and nearness are
not a matter of duty or fear so much as of heart love.

So we have a glimpse of the onward and upward
movement of the pilgrim Church which has an “on-
high” calling in Christ. Why should we wait for the
Lord’s return in passive contemplation? It is spiritual
fitness which makes us ready for His coming, and
that demands an onward progress with Him now.
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Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving
against sin. - Hebrews 12:4

What is the meaning of Christian suffering? Unless
we are called to martyrdom, our resisting and striving
against sin has not reached the point of bloodshed.
Nevertheless, we still deplore our lot. Do we expect
to have a prosperous road in this life—to wear a
white linen garment and walk leisurely on a golden
street leading to a pearly gate?

God has arranged all kinds of environment, all sorts
of happenings, and many sufferings, all with a view
to creating in each of His children a certain character
which will glorify Him. To be scourged may be the
evidence of His approval. Chastisement is love’s
arrangement. Love measures and love plans. God
may not deal thus with everyone, but He certainly
does so with those whom He has accepted as sons.
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What doth Jehovah require of thee, but to do

justly, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly
with thy God? - Micah 6:8

Humility is a grace that should genuinely move
people, but the way some of us Christians parade
our humility reveals plainly the falsity of our hearts.
We talk endlessly of being humble, but only display
thereby what Paul calls a “voluntary humility”
(Colossians 2:18), having hidden motives and not
the genuine article. It were really better to call it
pride!

He who is truly humble is not like that. He is real. He
acts naturally and speaks gently. Like his master, he
will “take a towel...” for he esteems others better than
himself. He is not too proud, either, to ask for their
help when he needs it. No wonder men ask one
another, “Who is his Lord whom he serves so
gladly?”
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| have learned, in whatsoever state | am, therein
to be content. - Philippians 4:11

Paul was one who not only knew Christ, but had had
Christ wrought into his very being through the
testings of time. “I have learned,” he says, and the
context refers to experiences of physical want.



Through such experiences, which took time, there
was a progressive but a quite definite change in his
character. And this is what we ourselves need; not
only exchanged lives, where it is no longer | but
Christ, but changed lives. Of course we cannot have
the second without the first, but God does indeed
want the second. He wants a real transformation in
us.

Let us not misunderstand God’s ways with us. If He
uses special trials and testings, it is for a special
purpose. A valuable vessel or a well-finished tool
cannot be produced without a high price being paid.
Only poor quality goods can be produced cheaply.
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If any man love the world, the love of the Father is
not in him. - 1 John 2:15

Today the world comes and searches us out. There
is a force abroad now which is captivating men. Did
you ever feel the power of the world as you do
today? Did you ever hear so much talk about
money? Did you ever think so much about food and
clothing? Wherever you go, even among Christians,
the things of the world are the topic of conversation.
The world has advanced to the very door of the
Church and is seeking to draw God’s people into its

grasp. Never in this sphere of things have we so
urgently needed to know the power of the cross to
deliver us as we do at this present time.

Jesus spoke reassuringly to His disciples about this.
He also prayed for them: “These are in the world,
and | come to thee. Holy Father, keep them in Thy
name.” Ultimately when we touch the things of the
world, the only question we need ask ourselves is,
“How is this thing affecting my relationship with the
Father?”
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If Balak would give me his house full of silver and
gold, | cannot go beyond the word of Jehovah. -
Numbers 24:13

Only when the Word of God was voiced by Balaam
did his words become a prophecy. He spoke as the
Spirit of God came upon him and irrespective of his
own moral condition, for he spoke in spite of himself.
God was merely employing the man’s mouth to utter
His word. Had Balaam attempted to add his own
thoughts and feelings, it would at once have ceased
to be the Word of God.

How different is the way God’s Word was proclaimed
through the Lord Jesus! Earlier, God had engaged



men’s voices to propagate His word. Even John the
Baptist, the last of the prophets, was but a voice in
the wilderness. When we come to the Lord Jesus,
however, His consistency of character compels us to
speak of Him as the living Word of God. When He
opened his mouth, there was God’s Word; but even
when He kept it shut, that Word was still living there
in His wonderful Person.
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I John, your brother and partaker with you in the
tribulation and kingdom and patience which are in
Jesus . . . - Revelation 1:9

In Revelation 6:10 we hear the cry “How long?”
Those who utter this plaint are finding it difficult to
exercise patience any more. They cry for vengeance,
for the execution of judgment. Surely if impatience is
justified in any, it is justified in the dead saints rather
than the living, for they have waited so much longer.
Even so, they are told that the time of patience has
not yet expired.

It is significant that John calls himself a partaker in
the patience of Jesus at the outset of a book which
deals so much with judgment. As soon as judgment
is carried out, there will be no more need for
patience. John, about to write on the subject of
judgment, declares that he is still living in the realm

of patience. When God pours out His wrath upon the
earth, then the time of patience will be over.
Meanwhile, He calls upon His people to share with
Him in it.
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Who shall lay anything to the charge of God'’s
elect? It is God that justifieth. - Romans 8:33

To repent for sin is good, but to become engrossed
with the thought of our own evil is wrong because we
too easily mistake this for Christian humility, not
realizing that we are but suffering the harmful effects
of Satan’s accusations. Of course it is true that when
we sin, we must confess it and deal with it. But there
is another lesson which we must learn. It is to look,
not upon ourselves, but upon the Lord Jesus.

Once a child of God accepts Satan’s accusations, all
day long he will feel that he is wrong. From morning
till evening, whether working, resting, walking,
reading the Scriptures, or praying, he will be
consumed with the thought of his own
worthlessness. The Word of God tells us that the
blood of Jesus, God’s Son, cleanses us from all sin
—and “all sin” means any sin, whether it be great or
small.
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Wherefore let us keep the feast . . . with the
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. - 1
Corinthians 5:8

The breaking of the bread has two meanings in
Scripture: one is to remember the Lord and the other
is to express fellowship with all the children of God. It
is literally impossible for me to give the right hand of
fellowship to every one of God'’s children here on
earth. Yet on the Lord’s Day His people touch
symbolically the same bread, as they break it in His
name here and therefore throughout all the earth.

Wherever they may be, they touch by faith the same
living Bread as |. So in this way | relate by touch with
all the true children of God. Here | meet all my
brothers and sisters, as well as my Lord. | not only
have fellowship with those who share the bread with
me in my local meeting, but also with all whose
hands are outstretched to touch the same Bread of
Life throughout the world. We, though so many and
so different, are yet one loaf in Christ.
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We departed, and went on our journey; and they
all, with wives and children, brought us on our
way. - Acts 21:5

| trust that if the Lord is gracious to our churches
today, half of the people added to them will be the
children of Christian parents and the other half will
be people rescued from the world. The gospel does
indeed rescue people from the world, but a church
cannot be strong if the increase comes only from that
quarter and not also from the children of its
members. We should hope to see a steady flow
coming also from Christian families. People such as
Timothy must be brought in through the influence of
a Lois and a Eunice. Thereby will the church be
greatly enriched.

To lead your children to God, you must yourself walk
ahead and let them follow. The standard of faith
which you pursue will contribute largely toward
theirs.
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As many as | love, | reprove and chasten. -
Revelation 3:19

How different were these Christians at Laodicea from
those whom the Lord recognized as truly rich at
Smyrna. The Laodiceans may well have been
marvelous Christians with much of which to be
proud, but it would have been better if they had not
themselves boasted of it but had left it to others to
applaud them.

Spiritual things are not to be boasted of. One can
boast of worldly riches, and the paper money will not
fly away unspent nor will the amount magically
decrease, but the spiritual riches you boast of vanish
with the telling. When a Christian says he is strong,
at that moment his strength has gone. If the face of a
Moses really shines, he is never the one to be aware
of it. We always hope that we are growing spiritually,
but it is not for us to appraise our own progress.
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Moab hath been at ease from his youth, and he
hath settled on his lees, and hath not been
emptied from vessel to vessel . . . therefore his
taste remaineth in him, and his scent is not
changed. - Jeremiah 48:11

The imagery of this verse needs explaining. In wine
that is settling on its lees (that which settles during
fermentation), stationary and still, the upper level
becomes clear; but beneath is a bitter sediment that
will muddy it again if shaken. Before the days of
filters, to clear the wine it was emptied carefully from
one vessel to another, but however skillfully this was
done some of the lees would get across. So the
process must be repeated again and again to rid it of
its unwelcome taste.

Moab, Israel's natural cousins, had escaped that
treatment; had not, as Israel had, been sifted and
purified through afflictions, with the result, God says,
that her bitter taste still clung. There is thus value in
God’s discipline of us, a little today and a little more
tomorrow. The goal is a savor in us, a character that
meets with His approval, delights His heart.
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If any man’s work shall abide which he built
thereon, he shall receive a reward. - 1
Corinthians 3:14

We will better understand the meaning of this trial by
fire if we remember that the words “as a flame of fire”
describe the eyes of the risen Christ. At the future
judgment He will search our work with His own
discerning light, and we can be sure that His
standards are absolute. That is why we ourselves
now come daily to the light of God to test that our
work is being “wrought in God.”

Whether or not we receive the Lord’s praise in the
future depends on how we please Him in doing His
will today. Of course, our reward is a small matter;
the real purpose of us all is to satisfy His heart. |
believe that every saved person shares the same
desire to bring pleasure to the Lord. That way the
judgment seat becomes a goal before us that is full
of the promise of His approval.
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| give my judgment, as one that hath obtained
mercy of the Lord to be trustworthy. - 1
Corinthians 7:25

God does not want the man He creates to be like a

machine, having no freedom of choice, but having to
obey perfectly. It would be easy for him to make
such a machine. There would be no trouble with
man, but neither would there be glory for God. Such
obedience and goodness have no spiritual value.
There may not be any fault or sin, yet neither can
there be holiness, for the obedience is passive. God
rejects such a thing.

God does not want an automaton; He wants a man
with a free will. It is a calculated risk with God to
choose man as a minister of the Word. Yet in spite of
the complexity of man and his many problems of sin
and weakness, God entrusts His Word to man.
Through the greatest rigor God obtains the highest

glory.
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Rest in Jehovah, and wait patiently for him. -
Psalm 37:7

One who is at rest in God is not easily excited by
outward stresses. His inner strength is what allays
his anxieties and troubles of mind. To each hurricane
there is an eye. At the circumference the wind whirls
violently, but the eye, deep at the center, is most
calm.

The Lord Jesus was never put off balance by outside
influences. Even at the last, when a band of soldiers
came to seize Him with torches and weapons, He
stepped forward and asked them whom they were
seeking. Being told that they sought Jesus of



Nazareth, He calmly answered, “l am He.” Met by
Him thus, they retreated and fell to the ground.
Those who would seize Him were terrified of the One
to be seized, whereas the external stresses had no
power to move Him. At the center of His being, the
eye of the storm, He was at rest with God.
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Whom have | in heaven but thee? And there is
none upon earth that | desire besides thee. -
Psalm 73:25

| cannot sufficiently stress the importance of loving
the Lord with our whole heart. God calls for no less
than this. He is unwilling to share our hearts with
anyone or anything else. Even should He receive the
biggest share, He is still not well pleased. He asks us
to love Him totally.

God does not tolerate competition. Our all must be
on the altar. This is the Christian’s way to spiritual
power. And shortly after the sacrifice is laid on the
altar—nay, after the last sacrifice is duly placed there
—fire will come down from heaven. Without the altar,
there will be no heavenly fire. Neither our mental
understanding of the cross of Christ nor our endless
talk about it will give us the power of the Holy Spirit.
Only our laying everything on the altar for love of
Him will do that.
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Be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind.
- Romans 12:2

This verse lays special emphasis on the mind. It is
possible for a child of God to have a new life and a
new heart, but to be without a new head. The heart
may be full of love, while the mind remains totally
lacking in perception of divine things. In his
degenerate state man had a darkened mind and one
that was at enmity with God. God must therefore
alter man’s mind if He would impart life to him, and
so the original definition of repentance is none other
than “a change of mind.”

After conversion, however, the intents of the heart
will be pure and yet the thoughts of the head may
still be confused. Intellectual doubts may remain to
be resolved. If a Christian’s mind is not progressively
renewed, his life is bound to be unbalanced.
Undeniably life is more important than knowledge;
yet for growth in life it is essential to seek knowledge,
and for this our daily standard of truth is God’s Word.
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And this is life eternal, that they should know thee
the only true God, and him whom thou didst send,
even Jesus Christ. - John 17:3

The eternal life which we secure by believing does
indeed relate to future blessing, but it also has a
meaning for us today. This life constitutes here and
now an introduction to God through His Son Jesus
Christ. Without it, no amount of mental exercise can
equip us to know God. We may reason about Him,
we may familiarize ourselves with the Bible and its
teachings, we may even labor zealously for Him in
some field of service, but not until we accept life
eternal as His gift will we discover and enjoy
personal knowledge of Him.

Faith in human ideals is no substitute for knowing
God in our spirits. To believe on the Lord Jesus is to
enter into eternal life as a present reality and to
discover thereby a knowledge of the true God that
we never possessed before.
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But far be it from me to glory, save in the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world
hath been crucified unto me. - Galatians 6:14

When God comes to you and me with the revelation
of the finished work of Christ, he does not only show
us ourselves crucified with Christ on the cross. He
shows us our world there too. If you and | cannot
escape the judgment of the cross, then neither can
the world escape that judgment. When | see this, |
do not try to repudiate a world | love; | see that the
cross has repudiated it. | do not try to escape a world
that clings to me; | see that by the cross | have
escaped.

Let me ask you: What is your occupation? A
merchant? A doctor? A farmer? Do not run away
from these callings. Physical separation from the
world does not bring about spiritual separation; and
the reverse is also true, that physical contact with the
world does not necessitate spiritual capture by the
world. Eden was a garden without an artificial wall to
keep Satan out. God intended that Adam and Eve
should “guard it” by themselves constituting a moral
barrier to the enemy. Today, through Christ, God
plans in the hearts of His redeemed people an Eden
in which, in triumphant fact, Satan will at last have no
moral access whatever.
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All the saints salute you. - 2 Corinthians 13:13

It is futile to seek to produce individual saints. Praise
the Lord that individual sinners are saved, but this is
that they may become members of Christ’s Body.
God is never satisfied with single, separate
Christians. The divine goal is one Man, and not a
host of small men. The cross and resurrection point
us forward to the Body.

This must be put into practice. Just as reading a
book about London is no substitution for visiting the
city, and just as having a cookbook full of recipes is
valueless until we go into the kitchen, so it is not
enough that we believe what we are taught about the
Body of Christ. It is essential that we learn and
practice our holiness together with other believers.
We have to renounce purely individual goals and
learn to move with others and wait for others. Often
we shall find this means not only adding to us what is
of Christ by the Spirit, but also subtracting painfully
whatever in us needs to be put away by the cross.
But painful or not, let us practice our membership of
the Body.
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And the three mighty men brake through the host
of the Philistines, and drew water out of the well
of Bethlehem. - 2 Samuel 23:16

There is an aspect of suffering referred to in God’s
Word in which it is seen as the deliberate choice of
His children, those whose consuming desire it is to
be of service to Him. This is not something imposed
upon them to which they reluctantly submit, but
something they joyfully choose. David’'s mighty men
need not have exposed themselves to danger in this
way, but when they heard him express his longing,
they hazarded their lives to satisfy it.

The Christian should have a mind to suffer hardship.
God will put a limit to our sufferings, but there should
be no limit to our willingness to suffer for His
testimony and for the salvation of men. This mind to
suffer is not a sentimental idea; it is the virile spirit of
those who disregard careful calculations and the
crippling fear of going to extremes, all for love of
Christ.
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Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch cannot
bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; so
neither can ye, except ye abide in me. - John 15:4

To abide means to stay where | am. It does not
mean to get in or get out. | could not be asked to
stay in if | were not already there. Christ never
commanded me to get myself into Him. That is not
my work, but God’s. | cannot do it, however hard |
try. He has placed me there. What He does
command me to do is to take care that | do not get
out.

The difficulty is that we are always prone to let
ourselves be uprooted, and Satan is working
unceasingly to shake us from our position in Christ. If
we yield to some sense of failure, we imagine that
we are out of Christ, and we tend to treat ourselves
as though somehow we were displaced from Him.
Yet even though we feel acutely that it is so, we must
never allow ourselves to disbelieve God. He assures
us that we are in Christ: all He asks us is that, in
attitude and action as well as faith, we stay there.
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Ye are God’s husbandry. - 1 Corinthians 3:9

The natural trend of things in this fallen world is
always away from God. Suppose we take so
apparently innocent a matter as agriculture. No one
would suggest that in Eden, where the tree of life
flourished, farming or gardening was wrong. It was
God-appointed. But as soon as it was let go from
under the hand of God, thistles grew. Man was
condemned to an endless round of drudgery and
disappointment, and an element of perversity
marked the fruit of his toil. “Cursed is the ground for
thy sake.”

The deliverance of Noah was God’s great movement
of recovery, in which the earth was given a fresh
start. But how swift, how tragic was man’s reversion.
“Noah began to be a husbandman . . . and he drank
of the wine and was drunken.” How different is the
Church, God’s husbandry! Through the grace of God
she possesses an inherent life-power capable, if she
responds to it, of keeping her constantly moving
Godward, or of recalling her Godward if she strays.
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And God said, Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness: and let them have dominion...
over all the earth. - Genesis 1:26

Already in God'’s act of creation He makes known
His desire that man should rule. Moreover, He marks
out a specific area—namely, the earth—for His
dominion. God’s attention is focused upon this earth,
which is destined to become the center of all
problems.

The prayer which the Lord Jesus has taught us is
also concerned with this earth. “When you pray, say:
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in
heaven, so on earth.” In the original, the last phrase
is common to all three clauses, not merely to the
final one, so that the hallowing of His name, the
coming of His kingdom, and the doing of His will are
all “as in heaven, so on earth.” In other words, there
is no problem with heaven; the problem is with the
earth, and it is for the earth that God contends. Shall
we not, in prayer, exercise man’s dominion by
claiming this earth for God?

6 A 28H

EEEDLNAIE, MBICET HIELNHALELIL,
ZTDEIEIEITREBHESW[EYE 4:8]
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June 28

If there be any virtue, and if there be any praise,
think on these things. - Philippians 4:8

The cause of much poverty of thought lies in thinking
too extravagantly. Learn to conserve your thought,
not waste it. Exercise your mind, but do not exhaust
its energy on insignificant things. Are you studying
the Bible? Do not dissipate your mental powers on
minor difficulties of the text. When you know the
Author Himself, it matters little whether you can
explain these minor problems or not. Are you
concerned with the spiritual life? Do not waste
intellectual effort on spiritual problems. These are not
solved by thinking, but by the entrance of God'’s light.

We must daily train ourselves in regard to our
thoughts. Do not imagine that God wishes to
eliminate reason, but realize that He only desires to
bring our thoughts into captivity to the obedience of
Christ.

6 A29H
DOABENEENOBHEEE 17:27)
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And he that is of a cool spirit is a man of
understanding. - Proverbs 17:27

Our spirit needs to be fervent, yet also to be cool.
Fervency is related to diligence in the service of the
Lord, whereas coolness is related to knowledge. If
the Christian would simply bear in mind that God
cannot lead anyone who is in turmoil, he might be
spared many errors.

Never decide on any course or start to do anything
while emotion is agitating like a roaring sea. It is in
times of emotional upheaval that mistakes are
readily made. The mind is easily affected by feelings,
and with a restless mind how can we distinguish
between right and wrong? As emotion pulsates, the
understanding becomes deceived and even
conscience is rendered unreliable. Decisions made
in such circumstances are likely afterwards to be
regretted. Cultivate a cool spirit. You will open the
way for God to give you understanding.

6 A30H
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June 30

If there is therefore any exhortation in Christ, if
any consolation of love . . . if any tender mercies

and compassions. - Philippians 2:1

How timely here are the words “in Christ.” Suppose
that Paul had exhorted his brothers in Philippi to be
united in love and mercy and compassion; they could
well have answered that although such unity was
desirable, they could never attain to it. They each
had their own goals and ideals and interests. How
could they ever expect to abandon them and be so
united?

Paul, however, began by stressing the power that
there is in Christ. Outside of Him they would of
course be defeated, but because they were in Christ
they could draw freely on the resources which are
found in Him. If in Him there were no mercy and
compassion, these virtues would be impossible to
find in His people. They are found in Christ, however,
and thus provide, for all His own, the source and the
nutrient of a life poured out in His service.
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