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The Joyful Heart
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Having put off from himself [margin] the
principalities and the powers, he made a show of
them openly. - Colossians 2:15

How did the Lord Jesus put Satan to shame? By
shaking off from Himself the powers of evil as He
rose from the dead. Resurrection implies a realm
beyond the touch of death. Men die, animals and
plants die; all living things are subject to death.
There is no exception, for death has spread like a
net over this entire world. It has entered into every
living thing. But here is a Man who came out of
death, for death could not retain Him.

The life we receive at the time of new birth is this
resurrection life. This life has no relationship
whatever to Satan. Always remember that his attacks
on us can never exceed his attacks on our Lord at
the cross. There all his efforts were exerted and all
proved of no avail. He was overcome, and from that
day he is the defeated foe. We give thanks to God

because He has given us the victory in Christ.
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He spake unadvisedly with his lips. - Psalm
106:33

After more than thirty years of proving God in the
wilderness, the people of Israel were still rebellious,
and quick to blame Moses and Aaron for the lack of
water. For His part God was ready to meet their
needs, and commanded His servant to take His rod
and speak to the rock that it might give water. Moses
took the rod, but he was so provoked by the people’s
unjust accusations that he spoke to them in anger
and then struck the rock twice. He erred; yet the
water flowed freely from the rock.

Because of this, God reprimanded His servant. It
was as though he remonstrated, “I saw that My
people were thirsty and was willing to provide water
for them, so why did you scold them?” Clearly Moses
had given the people the wrong impression of God
as fierce and unmerciful. Let us be warned by this
never to draw God into human failure by giving to
others the impression that the faulty attitudes we
display are His.
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| coveted no man'’s silver, or gold, or apparel. -
Acts 20:33

Paul made no contract with the church in Ephesus,
or with any other church, that he should receive a
certain remuneration for a certain period of service.
That God’s servants should look to human sources
for the supply of their needs has no precedent in
Scripture. We do read there of a Balaam who sought
to make merchandise of his gift of prophecy, but he
is denounced in no uncertain terms. We read also of
a Gehazi who sought to make gain of the grace of
God, but he was stricken with leprosy for his sin.

No servant of God should look to any human agency
for the meeting of his temporal needs. If they can be
met by the labor of his own hands, well and good;
otherwise he should be directly dependent on God
alone for their supply.
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Knowing this first, that no prophecy of scripture is
of private interpretation. - 2 Peter 1:20

The word “private” points not to the interpreter but to
the words being interpreted. It means that prophetic
Scripture is not to be explained by its own context
alone. For example, Matthew 24 should be read in
the light of other Scriptures which bear on it. For no
prophecy is self-interpreting; a given passage will be
understood with the help of many other passages. To
attempt otherwise is to fall into “private
interpretation.”

Truly God’s Word is one. He has set it in writing in
the Bible; hence we have no need to speak
independently, but can check our words by what has
already been spoken by God. No doubt God the Holy
Spirit gives us new insights and discoveries of his
will, but our safeguard is that all can be founded on
what God has already spoken. We should never
move away from that.
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Look therefore carefully how ye walk, not as
unwise, but as wise, redeeming the time,
because the days are evil. - Ephesians 5:15,16

With the parable of the ten virgins, the contrast
between the wise and the foolish was over the
matter of readiness. Here a similar contrast is made,
for the wise are described as those who buy up the
opportunity. The unwise are like the child who
imagines that by procrastination he may perhaps
avoid the need for obedience. If in fact this policy of
doing nothing is successful, then in a sense he will
have been wise.

If, however, the command is insisted upon and must
ultimately be obeyed, then it is sheer folly to delay.
The passage goes on to say that to avoid
foolishness we must get clear about God'’s will. If our
God is an unchanging God with an unalterable
purpose of good, then it is our wisdom to give Him
prompt obedience without wasting unnecessary time.
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And he prayed again; and the heaven gave rain,
and the earth brought forth her fruit. - James 5:18

The Lord had explicitly told Elijah to seek out King
Ahab because he was about to send rain on the
earth. He did not, however, send this rain until Elijah
had prayed. God does not always carry out His will
alone; He waits for us to cooperate with Him by
prayer. It is true that Elijah needed first to know it
was God’s will and that his time to act had at last
come; but knowing this did not excuse him from that
earnest prayer which released the rain.

It is a mistake to think that man initiates anything by
prayer. The Bible shows us that it is God who first
desires to do certain things, and make His wishes
known. Our part is to learn what is His will and then
to ask Him to perform it. This can truly be called
prayer, and it is what God wants from us.
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Brethren, even if a man be overtaken in any
trespass, ye who are spiritual, restore such a one



in a spirit of meekness. - Galatians 6:1

Discipline is always a remedial measure, and has as
its object the recovery of the sinning brother. Even in
the most extreme case of church discipline, the end
in view is “that the spirit may be saved in the day of
the Lord Jesus.” Where God’s children are
concerned, there is mercy in all His judgment; and
when we judge any of His children on His behalf,
whether we do so as the whole church or as
individual members, we should be full of mercy. Even
though our outward attitude may have to be one of
discipline, our inner attitude should be one of love.

The Lord states very clearly what our object should
be in the case of any offense. It is not the winning of
our case but the gaining of our brother. Even one in
spiritual advance of others dare not take a “better-
than-thou” position. We must first locate in ourselves
the sin that is manifest in our brother, and not till we
have judged that in ourselves dare we judge it in
him.
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Jesus | know, and Paul | know; but who are ye? -
Acts 19:15

We talk sometimes about our desire to maintain, like
John, the testimony of Jesus on earth. Let us
remember that this testimony is based not on what
we can say about this or that, but on what Satan can

say about us. God has put us in this world, and often
He locates us in some specially difficult places,
where we are tempted to feel that worldlings have a
much easier time than do Christians.

The question is: Of what account are we in the realm
of principalities and powers? Evil spirits can see right
through the witness of man. They can tell when it is
compromised by halfheartedness or insincerity.
Because they believe, they know when to tremble.
And let me say this: since our most important task is
their overthrow, it is better always that we should
have the witness of evil powers than the praise of
men.
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And Samuel grew, and Jehovah was with him,
and did let none of his words fall to the ground. -
1 Samuel 3:19

Samuel was not only a child given in answer to his
mother’s prayer; he was one who very early learned
to pray himself. He stands as a complete contrast to
the priest Eli, who was not only old in years but dull
as to spiritual things, no longer having faculties tuned
to communicate with God. The very first time God
called him, Samuel was alert to hear; and although
he did not at once recognize that the voice was
God’s, he was quick to learn and to obey.

This led on to a prayer-life worthy of comparison with
that of Moses. Samuel became a living link between



the old and the new, between the sad declension of
Israel under the judges and the glorious reign of
David. If prayer could bridge such a gap then, it can
do such things today.
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This mystery is great: but | speak in regard of
Christ and of the church. - Ephesians 5:32

God’s purpose in creating the Church is that she
may be the help meet for Christ. He had said, “Let us
make man in our image . . . and let them have
dominion” (Genesis 1:26). The same pattern is used
in the following verse: “In the image of God created
He him; male and female created He them.” So God
created one man, but we might also say that in that
act He created two persons. Eve was in Adam at his
creation.

However, it was by being taken from Adam that Eve
was formed. Now in a different, but parallel sense,
the Church is formed from Christ, and only that
which originates with Christ can be the Church. The
Church is the Christ in you, and the Christ in all the
Christians around the world throughout all the
centuries, put together in one. Without Christ, she
has no existence, no life, and no future. But dare we

not also say that without her—without you and me—
He lacks the help meet for Him?
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Philip answered him, “Two hundred shillings’
worth of bread is not sufficient for them.” - John
6.7

Have you noticed that the Gospels record two
separate miracles in which Christ feeds a great
company of people? Why two, when they were
almost identical in nature and in the way they were
performed? Is it perhaps because of our slowness to
learn even urgent lessons?

So many of us, instead of looking to the Lord to bless
the bread, are looking down at the five loaves in our
hands. They are so pitifully few, and so pitifully small.
We gaze at them, and we calculate, and we keep on
wondering how they can ever meet the need. And
the more we calculate and the more we wonder, the
more laborious our attempts become and the more
we are exhausted by the strain. | am comforted when
| recall what a Chinese brother once said to me. It
was this: “When God wants to perform a small
miracle, He places us in difficult circumstances;
when He wants to perform a mighty miracle, the
circumstances in which He places us are
impossible.”
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Now | know that thou fearest God. - Genesis
22:12

One who has become pliable in God’s hand instantly
responds to any fresh desire of his. Just at the point
when Abraham placed Isaac on the altar and raised
the knife to slay him, God called to him to stay his
hand and showed him a ram which he should offer
instead of his son. This might well have posed a new
problem for Abraham. How could he ever discern
God’s will if at one moment He told him to do one
thing and the next moment the very reverse?

If we attach our own thoughts to the will of God, then
of course when He changes his commands our
thoughts will remain fixed. We shall then wonder how
possibly to be consistent! For Abraham, however, all
was perfectly simple and straightforward. His instant
obedience was not to reason but to trust God in all
circumstances. This left no room for perplexity. In this
he gives us a beautiful picture of a man who has
been saved from himself, a man who truly fears God.
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Thy name is as ointment poured forth; therefore
do the virgins love thee. - Song of Songs 1:3

The Lord Jesus is Himself the Anointed One, the
Christ. Like sweet and fragrant anointing oil, the Holy
Spirit makes known to both God and men the
beauties of His holy life. The fact, however, that the
sweet ointment of His precious name is spoken of as
being poured forth makes us think immediately of our
Lord’s death.

At His Table we do more than remember that death:
we proclaim it (1 Corinthians 11:26). Our
remembrance includes that death, but goes beyond
it to the Lord Himself, for he said, “Do this in
remembrance of Me.” Most of us will agree that
nothing is more stimulating to memory than some
specific scent—the smell of a hay field perhaps—
associated with a moving experience of the past. So
it is that we think gratefully not only of what He has
done, but of His Person. The virgins do not merely
love mercies and benefits; they love the Person
whose name has become so sweet to them.
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Then he shall minister in the name of Jehovah his
God, as all his brethren the Levites do, which
stand there before Jehovah. - Deuteronomy 18:7

Those who minister to God must not only draw near
to Him; they must stand before him. It seems to me
that nowadays we always want to be moving about;
we cannot stand still. There are so many things
claiming our attention that we are perpetually on the
go. A spiritual person, however, must know how to
stand still. He stands before God until God makes
His will known.

Brethren, do you not think that any servant should
await his master’s orders before seeking to serve
him? | wish to address myself especially to my
fellow-workers. There are only two types of sin
before God in this matter of service. One is the sin of
refusing to obey His commands. The other is the sin
of going ahead when the Lord has not issued orders.
The one is rebellion: the other is presumption. It is
standing before the Lord that delivers us from this
second sin of doing what He has not commanded. It
is our privilege to await His pleasure.

5A15H

DEBRZTOTEH, AKREBLDO TS24
26:41)

BFELIET7vEIROBEICNEL=, HOPEHEKRT.
CNIFHAEHDHIDOREREZST-DIF T, CIABRAL
RISNDDIE. FVANERFBESTDEED AT

HOTEZETIINWFAHRWNIETT . BEEDANENIFRE
BTH EREHODLIIHRBFEITT. FRULEDLD
TlRBYFEB A AIDELIZWEWNED T TIE, BLY
RAIZAZEZONFEFA, 22EZLDIDHABELD
T9,

EEDAETAVI DA TOWEWEDLSHEEDTY,
LY, BloE>F-ULLGLTIEEIETE A TNEP
HNIE, ELLFFILTTULEF->TLENET . EMHE
EAERTA-OIZ. ABOEEZIZEVESIL, Btz
BHYEST, N\BEIOBEENSEMLGNIIETEEFEA.
FNIEFVRMZBHIHLOLDENSEETT, ZOLD
L(X,. M- DREZBAT-. To=<AIDENIEES
ATNFET . FDOAIZEST. FF=blE. BHMNERIC
B TCEDBIOREHEATNSEEXZRETDTY,

May 15

The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. -
Matthew 26:41

The disciples are in Gethsemane. In every sense,
therefore, this is a pre-Pentecost experience. It
reminds us that the Christian cannot live by his own
willpower. The greatest willpower can only bring to
the point of willingness—no further. To be willing
cannot give strength to the weak flesh. Something
much more than that is needed.

Willpower is like a car without gas. It has to be
pushed or towed. Left to itself, it grinds to a halt. To
trust to the human will for spiritual ends is therefore
to encounter defeat. Spiritual power does not come
from the human will, but from the new life in Christ.
This life provides another, deeper power beyond our
volition, and by that Power we find ourselves
gloriously carried along in the Lord’s victory.
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Who his own self bare our sins in his body upon
the tree. - 1 Peter 2:24

Man sins through his body and in that body enjoys
the temporary pleasure of sin. The body must
accordingly bear the judgment due to sin. This partly
explains the physical sufferings of our Savior. His
sufferings in His body are clearly foretold in the
messianic writings. His hands, His feet, His brow, His
side, His heart were all pierced at Calvary; pierced
not only by sinful men, but pierced for sinful
humanity.

The hands must be nailed, for the hands love to sin.
The mouth must become parched, for it is so often
an instrument of sin. The feet must be transfixed, for
they lead into sin. The brow must be pierced by a
thorny crown, for it too loves to sin. All that the
human body needed to suffer was executed upon
His holy body. It was within His power to avoid these
sufferings, yet He willingly offered His body to endure
immeasurable pains for us, only dismissing His Spirit
when He was sure that all had been accomplished.
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And the scripture, foreseeing that God would
justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel
beforehand unto Abraham. - Galatians 3:8

Paul reminds us that grace does not begin with the
New Testament. What God gave to Abraham was not
the law, but the promise of the gospel. According to
Galatians, today’s gospel is based upon the gospel
spoken to Abraham; our blessing is founded upon
the blessing of Abraham; the promise we have today
is traced back to God’s promise to Abraham; and
even the Christ we receive is the seed of Abraham.
Paul demonstrates to us that the Old Testament and
the New form a straight line.

To put it differently: God has not at one time given us
grace and at another time law; neither has He
bestowed the promise and then demanded work for
a while. The grace we receive today is not something
new, but is the same grace which Abraham received.
Thus the promise at first, the law in between, and the
finished work of Christ afterwards all fall into one
straight line.
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In Christ Jesus | begat you through the gospel. - 1
Corinthians 4:15

Abraham, so we are told, is the father of all them
who believe. This is an interesting expression, for it
shows us that all true spirituality is based on birth
and not on preaching. Men are not changed by
listening to doctrine or by following a course of
instructive teaching. They are changed by birth.

First God chose one man who believed, and from
him were born the many. When an unbeliever meets
a man who has been saved by believing, he
becomes aware that this man has something he
does not possess. That something is not just
information; it is life. He has been born again. Those
who have this seed of life in them should, like
Abraham, be giving birth to others. Paul's words here
about his sons in the faith show that he was not
merely their preacher or counselor, but their spiritual
father.
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In lowliness of mind each counting other better

than himself. - Philippians 2:3

An elderly Christian who had served the Lord for
many decades was once asked, “What is the most
difficult to achieve of all Christian virtues?”
“Lowliness of mind,” was the answer. “To count the
other better than myself is the problem.” “Then what
do you do?” “There is only one thing to do. When |
consider myself, | look at my ‘old man’ as Paul calls
it; but when | consider another, | look at his ‘new
man’—the new creation he is in Christ.”

How readily we criticize others! Our expectations of
them are even higher than the Lord’s, who demands
little and forgives much. What we see are their
obvious failures, but what the Lord sees are their
hidden victories. My brother’s failures lie on the
surface, but the victories he has won in secret may
exceed any | have experienced myself or ever
dreamed of.
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Lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve
in his craftiness, your thoughts should be
corrupted from the simplicity and the purity that is
toward Christ. - 2 Corinthians 11:3

Before a man can receive a new heart from God, he
needs to have a change of mind. This is what



happens at conversion. Even after this, however, the
believer’s mind is not exempt from the assaults of
Satan. The same apostle who affirmed that the god
of this world had blinded the minds of unbelievers
was also concerned lest Satan should deceive and
corrupt the thoughts of those who had experienced
this change of mind.

In deceiving Eve by his craftiness, Satan first put
doubting thoughts into her mind. At that time her
heart was sinless. Yet she allowed her thoughts to be
distorted, so forfeiting her reason and spoiling her
relationship with God. Let us be careful of boasting
about the sincerity of our hearts while being careless
concerning our thought-life. Transformation depends
on the renewing of the mind.

5A21H

Hi=Lid, B<EHBRIZER. DM T, ~AYUL
o= AN&EBITED[A4 Y 57:15])

HOANELT, A=BIEXRDESEHES-EZFED
MELNFEEA.BIBT20EFLETFRENTEND
&, [ZLOHITHEVNRDOTEFELIEEHO. ZDERTE
[TEBESEITIE & LA L, BT RE(X, Mk
DTHLIEBDORAIZRDSH ., ENFEITEBLRDO TS
NERADSEESNTNSIETY, Ih=6H., S HITFEE
LRI ofELTH, AUKEZDEHBRT. LWDOFE:
BENE0D BN EDMHEZF->TWAERZS LS.
EAROTNBIEIZEDYIFELDTT,

EBELTI=ED, EEVEDDINIZEHST=ELV-TE,
ZFDHLKAICREERTDERELKITEEWLSTEIC
FBYELEA BREMNDESIELE FABIXESD
EANENLEITEYICEL T A DRE LHRAE
FEICRYBWEDTHAMZRMLKIEIZHRYET . LA
TEPBEEBICEBEET, #IC, HICKAOA TV EITHA
£, FLREWEKEKBRT BERDHBHETT, b, LD
HBLNRHTT , COLSEAIZ, #AFELDTT,

May 21

I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also
that is of a contrite and humble spirit. - Isaiah
57:15

As God’s people we may think, erroneously, that we
need a contrite spirit only when we first repent and
believe in the Lord, or when we subsequently fall into
sin. We should know, however, that God looks in us
for a state of contrition at all times. Even if we do not
sin daily, we are none the less required by Him to be
of a humble spirit, remembering that we have a sinful
nature that may be stirred up again at any moment.

The fact that as believers we have been joined to the
Lord in one spirit does not mean that forever
afterwards we are infallible. As we come to know
ourselves, we realize how undependable are our
ideas, how treacherous our feelings and desires. We
dare not trust ourselves, but acknowledge that
unless sustained by God we will certainly fall. This is
contrition of spirit. With this man God dwells.
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The Spirit himself beareth witness with our spirit,
that we are children of God. - Romans 8:16

A man’s regeneration can never be produced by the
activities of his soul. To be penitent, to express
sorrow for sin, even with tears, and then to make a
decision for Christ do not in themselves save a man.
Confession, decision, or any other religious act must
not be construed as producing new birth.

Rational judgment, intellectual understanding, mental
acceptance, the pursuit of the good and true—all
these are excellent activities of man’s soul. They
may bring him to the point of hunger for God. But
although they may function as servants, man’s ideas
and feelings and choices cannot hold office as
masters. In this matter of salvation, their role is only
secondary. The biblical reality of new birth belongs to
a deeper realm. It is nothing less than the awakening
of divine life in a man’s spirit through the entry of the
Holy Spirit of God.



5HA23H

FRVEYDAEZRLIZEEN T TEONT, LT
AL N =D TF=[FFE 105:17]

[BRHEE(ZZENIHBOLENDHBELLT, $FL
PoELTEEFLS=-DIEFIETTLLS, EIFEZ . EEIC
. ZDOANEIZIEREBRESNEI =LA NT
WETH., BIEERICIETREGANEFES=DITTIE
B EIFHELNM-OTUVET, LEBMEBENETAM S,
TDOANEIEENHBEOER Lz, WIETFAELZTLD
F=HITAELVENBIZH>TEE L. BRIEHWET
Ho=IZEh 5T BDOANEIIRLEKHICRE
HhnElLf=.

WD KEIZND, RFES=DTLLD ? BIEWELED
EMNSTYT, ZORT, BIT@AEELESIELTNS D
ZIEY  SOHAEOTRDBES DR EZERFZLEL,
BDENSTRTHEES-DTYT , TNIFTEMLLE
BT, TOREICKY., X, RBBIZITRALG
M3 DEREOTT  [HDEBERDIENOHTEKS]
ECRBEBEFEN., BEEHFELz.LHOL. TNER
=8I Z. 3T HBLDOBRALWLVEEREZELTE
BH.BIBHITAIENTE, MIFIETEELT, it
LICEZZHDOANRICHTHCEEDFTEZERT D
CEDHHERE DD T,

May 23

He sent a man before them; Joseph was sold for
a servant. - Psalm 105:17

Of the many typical servants of God in the Old
Testament, Joseph is perhaps the most perfect. Yet
while the Scripture reveals no apparent flaw in his
character, we know well that his was no easy
pathway. From a comparatively early age, his life
was a series of bitter trials. He was the victim of
much injustice. In spite of his faithfulness, he was
dogged by one trouble after another.

When did his troubles begin? Surely with his dreams.

In them he saw what God was going to do and
recognized his own place in God’s plan. It was his
dreams that started things off. They represent
spiritual vision. By them he saw what his brothers
could not see. “This dreamer cometh,” they said, and
hated him. But because he saw, Joseph could stand
fast through all those grim experiences, and by him
God was able to fulfill His plan for His earthly people.
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Casting down imaginations, and every high thing
that is exalted against the knowledge of God. - 2
Corinthians 10:5

One sphere of Satan’s operations is man’s thought
life. He arouses imaginations which must first be
suppressed before we can bring our thoughts into
captivity to the obedience of Christ. We need to
know what satanic temptation is. The devil will inject
into your mind a thought, a fancy, which appears to
be your own. Attracted by it, you accept and use it as
though it were yours, though in actual origin it is his.

Many sins are first committed in the mind’s
imagination. Many unpleasantnesses among
Christian brothers and sisters arise from fancies. As
Martin Luther suggested, “You cannot forbid a bird
from flying over your head, but you can prevent it
from making a nest in your hair.” Refuse to let evil
thoughts find a resting place in you.
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My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and
to accomplish his work. - John 4:34

A wonderful feature of spiritual ministry is that it
refreshes the one who engages in it. Take, for
example, the incident of Jesus at the well of Sychar.
He was genuinely thirsty when He asked the woman
for a drink, but in His concern for her as a needy
sinner He ignored His own condition. Instead He
engaged her in a conversation that ministered the
Water of Life to her soul.

Then the disciples returned. To their surprise, the
Lord looked so refreshed that they began to ask one
another where this provision had come from. The
answer was, of course, that in giving another to drink
of the living water, He Himself had found His own
thirst satisfied. Life in the Spirit and ministry in the
Spirit are always like this.
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There was given to me a thorn in the flesh, a
messenger of Satan to buffet me. - 2 Corinthians
12:7

The amazing fact apparent in the Bible is that it is
relatively easy for a “heathen” to be healed, but that
healing for a Christian is not as easy. The New
Testament overwhelmingly shows us that whenever
an unbeliever came to Jesus for healing, he was
cured immediately. Now the gift of healing is surely
for the Christian no less than for the unbeliever; yet
the Bible tells of believers who were not healed.
Among these are some of the most godly—
Trophimus, Timothy, and Paul. Each of these three
excellent brothers in Christ had to endure sickness.

It is clear that sickness is different from sin in its
outworking. Sin does not produce any fruit of
holiness, whereas sickness does. Do not look upon
sickness or pain as something terrible. In whose
hand is the knife? Remember that it is in God’s hand.
Why should we be anxious over infirmity, as though it
were in the control of the enemy? Without God’s
permission Satan can make no one sick. All
infirmities are measured to us by God for the sake of
the enrichment they can bring.
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Now ye are the body of Christ, and severally
members thereof. - 1 Corinthians 12:27

The living consciousness of our fellowship in Christ
is a very precious thing. It awakens in us a growing
and deepening sense of “belonging.” The nature of
the butterfly, always “going it alone,” gives place to
the nature of the bee, always operating from the
hive, always working, not for itself, but for the whole.
It means that we see our own standing before God,
not as isolated units but as members one of another.

Units have no special use, exercise limited ministry,
and can easily be overlooked or left out. Whether we
are present or not is no one’s concern. A unit
scarcely affects even statistics. But members are
otherwise. They cannot be passive in the Body; they
dare not merely stand looking on. None of them can
ever say, “l don’t count.”
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Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. -
James 4:7

A child of God must not be inordinately curious.
There are byways he need not explore, where Satan
stands ready to entice the inquisitive with false
information. At first the Christian may be attracted to
such knowledge as beneficial, but unless these
dangerous thoughts are cut off at the outset they will
get out of hand afterwards. We must resist all vain
speculations.

When such a thought has once been resisted in
Jesus’ name, the matter is completely closed. Should
the thought return a second time, it may be ignored.
Resist the devil once, and the promise is that he will
flee. You should believe what God says, that Satan
has fled away. You need not resist him again, for to
do so is to discredit the first resistance. Each new
resistance means deeper distrust of God’s word,
until you become occupied with “resisting Satan”
from dawn to dusk. The more you think about it, the
more confused will you become. No! Simply turn
away to Jesus and forget all else.
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And he made us to be a kingdom, to be priests
unto his God and Father. - Revelation 1:6

At Sinai God told the people of Israel that He would
set them up as a kingdom of priests. China is a
nation of etiquette and India of philosophy, but
Israel’s role was unique. Everyone, man or woman,
adult or child, was to be a priest toward God and
toward mankind. Because of their failure, however,
what was intended for the whole nation of Israel had
to be reserved for the tribe of Levi.

Now, through Christ, the promise has been restored.
His Church in the world is a kingdom of priests.
Under the Old Covenant all who were disabled,
lame, or blemished were barred from priestly service;
but today, we, the base, the unclean, the blind and
crippled, are called by God to be priests. With the
New Covenant, the voice from heaven comes to tell
us that all saved ones are chosen to serve Him and
doing so, to draw mankind back to Him.
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Friendship of the world is enmity with God. -
James 4:4

Notice what this statement says. It does not suggest
that we should treat the people of the world as
enemies. Jesus never made hostility to the world a
condition for loving Him. It does mean, though, that
when you become a believer, former deep
friendships and intimate relationships can no longer
exist exactly as they did before. You may still love a
former friend, but your desire now is to win him to
Christ. You may go out to him, but with the new
purpose of sharing with him the good news that has
brought you such release. This is what Cornelius did
in inviting his relatives and close friends to his home
to hear Peter speak.

Tell your former friends what has happened. Tell
them you have believed in the Lord Jesus. Should
they react unfavorably, know that it is better to be
unwelcomed than to be drawn by them away from
the Lord. If possible maintain some association, for
this is good, but do not crave for intimate friendship.
You belong to the Lord Jesus and are there to
represent Him. Sooner or later you will see them
either turn to Him themselves or forsake you. Rarely
is it any other way.
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And Moses made haste, and bowed his head
toward the earth, and worshipped. - Exodus 34:8

Moses first worships, then he prays. He first
acknowledges the rightness of God’s ways, and then
he seeks God'’s grace. Unlike us, he does not at
once beseech God, on the ground of His grace, to
reverse His decision. We are always trying to
persuade God to change His way of working.
Without considering His ways, we just open our lips
and ask Him to remove the pressure here, the
sickness there, the domestic problems elsewhere. To
pray after this fashion is not to worship God.

We have lost sight of our place before God. We are
making ourselves too big. Moses was not like that.
Before he prayed, he first acknowledged God'’s
sovereignty and, with bowed head, accepted His
ways. Thereafter he prayed that if he had found
grace in God’s sight, God would still go up in the
midst of His people. The acceptance of God’s ways
does not rule out prayer nor eliminate grace. But
there is an order here: we first capitulate to God,
then we pray to Him. Prayer may be the expression
of my will; worship precedes it, and is the
acceptance of the will of God.
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