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The Joyful Heart
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Tattlers also and busybodies, speaking things
which they ought not. - 1 Timothy 5:13

Several things about this matter of speech deserve
our attention. In the first place, we should consider
the kind of talk we enjoy listening to. In this way we
can get to know ourselves. Do people come to us
because they find that they can pour all the latest
gossip into our ears? The sort of talk we relish
indicates the kind of people we are. In the second
place, we should observe what tales we most readily
credit. We are mostly more gullible in one direction
than in others, and the direction of our gullibility
betrays our innate weakness. Are we quick to believe
the slanders of talebearers? People naturally bring
supply to demand. Do we show them that it is
unwelcome?

But it is those who need our help who really test us.

Do people find in us those to whom they can confide
their real heart problems and be met with
understanding and wise counsel? Are we sensitive
enough, and close enough to God, for that?
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His heart is fixed, trusting in Jehovah. His heart is
established. - Psalm 112:7,8

From start to finish the Christian experience is a
journey of faith. Through it we come into possession
of a new life, and through it we walk by that new life.
We live by faith and not by joy. Joy is wonderful, but
it feeds our sensations and lures us into seeking the
things above only at times of excitement. Should our
blissful feelings cease, our interest wanes. That is
not the walk of faith.

Our feelings are always changing. He is the same
God everyday, be it cloudy or sunny. Are we trusting
in the up-and-down existence of our feelings, or is
our faith anchored in the Unchanging One?
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That Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.
- Ephesians 3:17

The life of the Christian resembles the situation in
God'’s tabernacle of old. There the outer precinct was
a scene of bustling activity, the inner sanctuary a
place of stiliness. A great number of Levites were
needed to prepare the many offerings and must have
filled the court to overflowing from morning till night;
but in the Most Holy Place there was not a man to be
found. The screen of the outer court must frequently
have parted to let people in; but the veil before the
Holiest hung quite still, undisturbed by the entry of
anyone. Outside, the din and movement spoke of
busy ritual service; inside there remained a quiet
place apart.

Such is the Christian
life. Without, you may
be in constant touch
with people, yet within
be undisturbed. The
outward busyness
need provoke no
ripples in the spirit.
And since you live
before God in constant
communion with Him
inwardly, you have
what is needed for the
outward occupation of



serving men who seek
and need Him.
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Where then is the glorying? It is excluded. -
Romans 3:27

We shall best understand the call of Abraham if we
see it in its proper setting. The nations all around had
not only forgotten God, but were idolaters. The whole
world worshiped false gods, and Abraham’s family
was no exception. In this Abraham was very different
from Abel, Enoch, and Noah, who seem to have
been men of backbone, strikingly different from all
those around them. They stood out against the
stream and refused to be dragged along by it. Not so
Abraham. He was indistinguishable from those
around him. Were they idolaters? So was he.

God, however, chose him. It was clearly not in
Abraham’s moral character that we must seek the
reason for this choice, but in God Himself. If

Abraham had not been just the same as all the rest,
then in looking back he might have prided himself on
his difference. But he was one of them. As with you
and me, the difference lay in God and not in the
man. So | ask you: Who should receive the glory?
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And what host thou that thou didst not receive?
but if thou didst receive it, why dost thou
glory . ..? - 1 Corinthians 4:7

When the Lord Jesus entered Jerusalem riding on a
colt, the crowds shouted in acclamation. Let us
suppose for a moment that the colt, upon hearing the
cry of hosanna and seeing the branches on the road,
should turn to the Lord and ask, “Is this cry for You or
for me?” or should turn to the ass, its mother, and
say, “After all, | was the one chosen; so | am nobler
than you.” It would be evident that the colt did not
recognize the One who rode upon it.

Many of us who are God'’s servants are just as
foolish. God’s sovereign choice of whom He may use
reflects no credit on us at all. It is He whom we uplift
who is to be praised. The shouts of hosanna are
never for us, nor are the palm branches, though we
should discover them beneath our feet. And as for us



fools who would say, “I am better than you”™—one
day we shall wake up to the truth and be utterly
ashamed of ourselves.
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And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof:
but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.
-1 John 2:17

Our deliverance from the world begins, not with our
giving up this or that but with our seeing, as with
God’s eyes, that it is a world under sentence of
death. It has no future. Suppose the government
decides to close a certain bank. Will you hasten to
deposit into it a large sum of money in order to save
the bank from collapse? No, not a cent more do you
pay into it, once you hear that it offers no prospects.
And we may justly say of the world that it is under a
decree of closure.

Babylon, an impressive figure of world power, fell
when her champions made war with the Lamb, and
when by His death and resurrection He who is Lord
of lords and King of kings overcame them
(Revelation 17:14). There is no future for her. We still
go on living in the world and using the things of the
world, but we can build no future with them, for
everything belonging to this world is under sentence
of destruction.
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And he said unto him, Verily | say unto thee,
Today shalt thou be with me in Paradise. - Luke
23:43

Suppose that this malefactor who was crucified with
Christ had lived on after he had believed in the Lord.
Suppose he had come down from the cross and
lived for several decades more. Let us further
suppose that during those years his work had been
ten times more than that of Paul, that his love had
grown ten times more than John’s, and that he had
brought ten times more people to Christ than Peter
did.

Would it have made any difference if he had gone to
heaven then, rather than on the day on which he was
crucified? Would he have been any worthier of his
place there after all those years?

All who have tasted the grace of God know that he
would not have been one whit worthier than when he
entered Paradise on that first day. Qualification for
heaven is founded on Christ’s “It is finished.” No one
can add anything to His work of redemption.
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There is nothing among my treasures that | have
not showed them. - Isaiah 39:4

Hezekiah was the prosperous king of a historic little
country. The king of Babylon was the ruler of a
growing powerful one. His congratulations to
Hezekiah on the occasion of the latter’'s miraculous
recovery from illness seemed thus genuinely
flattering. Hezekiah felt his stature enhanced by
them: he was mixing with the great ones. Because
his vanity had been thus boosted, he betrayed
himself into a foolish exposure of all his treasures.

Like him, we are all too ready to be glad when
attention is paid to us, whether by men or by God. If
one soul is saved or healed when we are involved, or
if people are helped by something we have said,
then we are flattered and begin to expose the sacred
treasures of God by recounting them to others. But
God, through His prophet, soon made it clear to
Hezekiah that such behavior leads only to loss. Let
us seek grace, rather, to be silent before Him.
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One that ruleth over men righteously, that ruleth
in the fear of God... - 2 Samuel 23:3

David is so often called in Scripture “King David”
because he was a true king in spirit as well as in title.
He was a king at heart. When a giant threatened
Israel, Saul trembled and so did all the people. Only
David was unafraid. There is no fear in the heart of a
king.

Ah, but David feared God. Saul became envious and
persecuted him, driving him into exile. Then, on at
least two occasions, David found Saul at his mercy
and had the opportunity of killing him. Nevertheless,
without a command from God he would not lift a
finger against his oppressor. Whoever cannot control
his own spirit is no king. A true king is a king under
all circumstances; he reigns everywhere.
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The seven golden lampstands [margin] are seven
churches. - Revelation 1:20

In Revelation 2 and 3, we are shown the Son of Man
moving among the lampstands and affirming the
individual responsibility of each to Himself. Our eyes,
following His, readily detect the many failures in the
churches; but has it occurred to us that John
nowhere distinguishes between the churches that
are right and the churches that are wrong? For all
their faultiness, he writes of them as the Lord himself
still sees them: namely, as “seven golden
lampstands,” seven candlesticks all of gold.

What God is doing through men is eternal—not just
something for ten or twenty years. What God has in
view He will never abandon, for the very good
reason that He Himself never changes. A person
who cannot afford to wear true pearls buys paste
beads and thinks of them as imitation pearls. But to
the one who has real pearls there is no such thing as
imitation pearls. To her there are not real pearls and
false pearls; there are only pearls.
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And she called his name Moses, and said,
Because | drew him out of the water. - Exodus
2:10

Had Moses not been drawn out of the water, Israel
might have remained in bondage. It was his exodus
from death in the Nile which made possible Israel’'s
exodus from Egypt. Triumphant over Egypt because
never in its bondage, he became God’s instrument
for delivering his people from Egypt’s king.

In this, of course, he is a wonderful figure of Christ
our Redeemer, who voluntarily identified Himself with
us to the extent of becoming one of us, and yet
never knew bondage to Satan or the world. By His
exodus from death he has made possible our exodus
from bondage. And it is He who leads us on in our
pilgrim way to God’s prepared inheritance.
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The anointing which ye received of him abideth in
you ... his anointing teacheth you concerning all
things. - 1 John 2:27



The anointing of the Spirit is God’s gift to every babe
in Christ. When we received Christ as Head, we
received the anointing—indeed the absence of it
would be serious evidence that we were not yet
united to Him.

John shows us this anointing as an inward thing,
conveying even to those babes in Christ the teaching
of the Scriptures “concerning all things.” Herein lies
the simplicity of the life of God’s children. There is no
need for so much questioning. Disobedience to the
anointing will very soon give us a bad time with the
Lord, whereas the mind of the Spirit is life and
peace. It is not a question of feeling or comparison,
but of an inquiry Godward: “Does the Spirit witness
life? Does He assure me of the Father’s good
pleasure in this step?” That is the only safe test.
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Ye are in our hearts to die together and live
together. - 2 Corinthians 7:3

Paul was one whose whole being could be involved
in the words he wrote. In a moral crisis such as the
one he had to deal with at Corinth he could not just
dash off a letter. What he wrote was wrung out of his
heart through pain and tears. He was not like one
who speaks with an unknown tongue, with words
coming in and going out without so much as touching
the thoughts of his heart.

There will always be a human element in our work
for God, whether it be counseling or the preaching of
the Word. Unless the counsel we give or the word
we preach is capable of causing us real joy or real
anguish of heart, we might as well be dictating
machines, first recording every word faithfully and
then playing it back verbatim. No, God delights to
use ordinary, sensitive men and women as His
messengers.
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April 14

Look ye out therefore, brethren, from among you
seven men of good report, full of the Spirit and of
wisdom, whom we may appoint over this
business. - Acts 6:3

The occasion was a contingency which led the
Church to institute relief for the poorer saints. That
urgent institution of social service was clearly
blessed of God, but it was of a temporary nature. Do
you exclaim, “How good if it had continued”? Only
one who does not know God would say that. Had
those relief measures been prolonged indefinitely,
they would certainly have veered in the direction of
selfish interests, once the spiritual influence at work
at their inception was removed. It would have been
inevitable.



When material things are under spiritual control, they
fulfill their subordinate role. Released from that
restraint, they quickly gravitate toward worldly
standards and goals. The Church of God, however,
is different. She never ceases to be dependent on
the life of God for her maintenance.
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And for their sakes | sanctify myself, that they
themselves also may be sanctified in truth. - John
17:19

As the sinless Son of God, Jesus enjoyed a freedom
far exceeding any we have on earth. There is much
that we may not do or say because we are so full of
defects and defilement, but that was never true of
Him. And yet, notwithstanding his faultlessness, he
deliberately refrained from doing many things which,
for him, would have been quite legitimate, from
speaking many words which He might lawfuly have
spoken, and from taking many attitudes which He
could justifiably have taken. These were some of the
ways in which He “sanctified” Himself, refraining from

much that was lawful for His disciples’ sake.

What it means is that when holiness was in view, the
Lord Jesus thought not merely of His own holiness,
but of ours. For our sakes He accepted limitations.
The opposite of holiness is not sin but commonness.
Commonness means: | do what is common practice
to everyone. Holiness means: others may do
something, but, in this instance at least, | may not. To
sanctify ourselves is to accept restraint from God
upon our spirits. As with the Lord Jesus, this may
often be for the sake of others.
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He set the bounds of the peoples according to the
number of the children of Israel. - Deuteronomy
32:8

In the centuries when China was strong, there was
no opportunity for the progress of the gospel. Then
came a period of a hundred years when she was at
her weakest. God in wisdom ordained this for the
building of His Church. He was holding a door open
for Chinese to find Christ. In relation to earthly
nations and events, the supreme question to ask
ourselves is always, how is the Church of God
affected? This should be the direction of all our
prayers with regard to world governments—not for or
against one side or another, in politics or war, but for



the will of God.

If all history is in relation to the Lord’s testimony, then
we must know how to pray. It must be possible for
British and German, Chinese and Japanese
Christians to kneel together and pray together, and
all say Amen. Our one appeal to God must be for a
march of events that is of advantage to the testimony
of His Son.
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The disciples were called Christians first in
Antioch. - Acts 11:26

The Bible uses the name Christian, meaning “Christ-
man” or “Christ’s one,” but never does it say “Jesus-
man.” Jesus is a personal name, whereas Christ is a
name that is inclusive as well as personal. The
Christian is a part of Christ, a member of the Body of
which He is Head (1 Corinthians 12:12). We rejoice
to call ourselves Christians.

The name Jesus applies essentially to the Son of
Man in His experience on earth. While Jesus lived
here on earth, He revealed Himself as unique among
all men in virtue and beauty. None could approach
Him and none could be united with Him as Son of

Man. But the meaning of the name Jesus is also
“savior.” He comes down to us to save us from our
sins, and while we can never unite with Him in His
saviorhood, by death and resurrection He has lifted
us up to union with Himself as the exalted Christ on
the throne.
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But the priests the Levites ... shall come near to
me to minister unto me. - Ezekiel 44:15

One condition basic to all that can truly be called
ministry to the Lord is that we draw near to Him. He
desires our worship; yet how hard we find it to drag
ourselves into His presence! We shrink from the
solitude, and even when we do detach ourselves
physically from outside things, we find our thoughts
wandering back to them.

Many of us can enjoy working among people in the
outer court, but how many of us give time to draw
near to God in the Holy Place? To come into His
presence and wait upon Him demands all the
determination we possess, and even means that we
may have to be violent with ourselves. But let me be
very frank with you: it is impossible to stand afar off
and yet minister to Him. You cannot serve God from
a distance. In the outer court, quite rightly, you
approach people; in the Holy Place you approach the
Lord. Come nearer. It is your privilege.
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Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more;
death no more bath dominion over him. - Romans
6:9

The resurrection of the Lord Jesus is different from
the resurrection of other people mentioned in the
Bible. For example, in calling Lazarus out of the
grave Jesus merely returned him to the life-situation
he had just left. He was even still bound with grave-
clothes, and until loosened from them could not walk
freely.

When Peter and John ran to the tomb of Jesus and
entered in, they saw the wound grave-clothes lying
empty with no body inside. Unlike Lazarus, the Lord
Jesus had passed out through them unbound.
Nothing, absolutely nothing, could restrict Him any
more. Before His resurrection, He too was subject to
human limitations; after it, He knew no restriction at
all. Death could not hold Him, and now nothing
would.
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Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today,
yea and forever. - Hebrews 13:8

Spiritual reality has this outstanding characteristic,
that it bears no mark of time. The time-factor
vanishes the instant you touch that reality. Take, for
example, prophecy. From the human point of view
there is such a thing as prophecy, but from the divine
point of view no such thing exists.

Our Lord says that He is the First and the Last, the
Alpha and Omega; but remember, He is both
together, both at once. It is not true that at one time
He is First and at another time He is Last; He is the
First and Last simultaneously. Nor is it that having for
a while been Alpha, He later on becomes Omega;
He is Alpha and Omega from eternity to eternity. Of
course in the sight of men He is not Omega until He
is so manifested, but in the sight of God He is
Omega now. With me the “I” of yesterday differs from
the “I” of today, and the “I” of tomorrow differs still
further; but Jesus Christ is the eternal “I AM.”
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The joy of Jehovah is your strength. - Nehemiah
8:10

The worst kind of life to live is the life of reactions, in
which we are all the time affected by persons or
circumstances. When we speak and somebody
responds warmly to our words, we are full of joy; but
we are the very opposite when our message is not
well received. Being thus easily affected will
inevitably produce an up-and-down experience.
Don’'t mistake me—it is natural to feel things deeply,
but he who is governed by such feelings will always
be lacking in divine strength.

It is when we lose our joy that our strength seeps
away. The joy of the Lord Jesus when He was here
on earth never rested on the seeming success of His
mission. It was not in fact attributable to anything
outward, but only to His steadfast pursuit of the will
of the Father—"the joy that was set before Him.”
Thank God that we do not have to try to copy Jesus,
but only to keep our eyes on His goal. His joy is ours
by the Holy Spirit.
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These things have | spoken unto you, that my joy
may be in you, and that your joy may be made
full. - John 15:11

From Watchman Nee’s last letter, dated April 22,
1972, in his sixty-ninth year, after twenty years in
confinement and shortly before his death:

“You know my physical condition. It is a chronic
illness—it is always with me. When it strikes, it
causes pain. Even if it should be dormant, it is
nonetheless there. The difference is whether it
strikes or not. Recovery is out of the question. In
summer the sun can add some color to my skin, but
it cannot cure my illness. But | maintain the joy in
me.

Please don’t be anxious. | hope you will also take
good care of yourself, and be filled with joy! All the
best to you.”
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Who were born not . . . of the will of the flesh, nor
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of the will of man, but of God. - John 1:13

The recurring phrase “after its kind” in Genesis 1
represents a law of reproduction that governs the
whole realm of biological nature. It does not,
however, govern the realm of the Spirit. For
generation after generation, human parents can
beget children after their kind, but one thing is
certain: Christians cannot beget Christians! Not even
when both parents are Christians will the children
born to them automatically be Christians, no, not
even in the first generation.

That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. It will take a fresh
act of God every time to produce someone who is
truly a child of His.
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Honor thy father and mother (which is the first
commandment with promise). - Ephesians 6:2

When | was a young man at college, God showed
me | was to go on my vacation to an island which
was infested with pirates, to preach the gospel. |
visited the island and found the people willing, and
after much difficulty | rented a house there. All this
time my parents had said nothing and then, five days
before | was to go, they suddenly stepped in and
forbade it! What was | to do? The will of God was
burning in my heart, but my parents, God-fearing
folk, said “No.” | was still a student. | sought light

from God and felt it right to submit to my parents,
though deeply wounded.

In God'’s time the way to that island was opened, and
His will that souls should be won there came
wonderfully to pass. But this experience had taught
me an important lesson. If a thing is written in the
Word of God, we dare not cast it aside—we have to
submit.
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The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, Jehovah
hath made even both of them. - Proverbs 20:12

Alas, very few Christians are good listeners! We
shall have to take ourselves rigorously in hand if we
are to acquire hearing ears. Our ears must be
trained to listen. It is possible to pay scant attention
to what people say to us, because we are so
impressed with the importance of what we wish to
communicate to them. We are just waiting for an
opportunity to break in and take up the role of
speaker again, assuming, naturally, that they will
meekly accept the role of good listeners!

Let us not consider this a trifling matter. If we do not
learn to listen, and listen understandingly, although
we may become prominent preachers or Bible
expositors, we shall be useless at helping people to
deal with their practical difficulties. There are far
more times when we need to learn to use our ears
than to open our mouths.
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And having gifts differing according to the grace
that was given to us . . . let us give ourselves to
our ministry. - Romans 12:6, 7

The calling of God is a distinctive calling. Moreover,
its object is always precise, never merely haphazard
or undefined. By this | mean that when God commits
to you or to me a ministry He does so, not merely to
occupy us in his service, but always to accomplish
through each of us something definite toward the
attaining of His goal. It is of course true that there is
a general commission to His Church to “make
disciples of all the nations”; but to any one of us,
God’s charge represents, and must always
represent, a personal trust.

It follows from this that since God does not call each
of His servants to precisely identical tasks, neither
does He use precisely identical means for their
preparation. As the Lord of all operations, God
retains the right to use particular forms of discipline
or training and often, too, the added test of suffering,
as means to His end. God understands clearly what
He is doing with you.
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Now unto him that is able to do exceedingly
abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that worketh in us ... -
Ephesians 3:20

God’s glory for endless ages is to be “in the church
and in Christ Jesus” (verse 21). But God’s glory now,
in the exercise of that exceedingly abundant power
of His, is to be dependent on the Church, for here we
see it measured according to the power that now
works in us.

His people are thus the gateway of the power of
God. What God wants to do here in time is narrowed
down to limits set by their cooperation. Must we not
therefore revive our ministry of prayer? The purpose
of God here in Shanghai and throughout China—
indeed worldwide—depends on the Church’s prayer
ministry today. “Ask,” said Jesus, “and ye shall
receive.” If we fail in this simple task, what use are
we to God at all?

4F28H
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April 28

Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name?
And he blessed him there. - Genesis 32:29

After his struggle at Jabbok Jacob wanted to know
who “touched him,” but he was not told. Jacob did
not know who the Wrestler was when he came, and
he knew no more when he went. Jacob just knew
that his own name had been changed—and that he
limped! This is the only time in Scripture when God
declined to reveal His name to a servant of His.

Those touched by God do not know what has
happened. That is why the touch is so difficult to
define, for God does not want us to wait for an
experience. If we do, we shall not get it. God wants
our eye fixed on Him, not on experiences. Jacob only
knew that somehow God had met him, and that now
he was crippled. The limp is the evidence. When
God does His work in us in His own way, the result
will be evident in us, and there will be no need to talk
about it.

4A29H
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April 29
For to me to live is Christ. - Philippians 1:21

On the evening of April 29, 1920, | was alone in my
room, struggling to decide whether or not to believe
in the Lord. At first | was reluctant, but as | tried to
pray | saw the magnitude of my sins and the reality
and efficacy of Jesus as the Savior. As | visualized
His hands stretched out on the cross, they seemed
to be welcoming me and He was saying, “l am
waiting here to receive you.” Realizing the
effectiveness of His blood in cleansing my sins and
being overwhelmed by such love, | accepted Him
there.

Previously | had laughed at people who had
accepted Jesus, but that evening the experience
became real for me and | wept and confessed my
sins, seeking the Lord’s forgiveness. As | made my
first prayer, | knew peace and joy such as | had
never known before. Light seemed to flood the room
and | said to him, “O Lord, You have indeed been
gracious to me!”
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April 30

| say unto you, this man went down to his house
justified. - Luke 18:14

At most the publican could only plead for
forgiveness. God heard his prayer, but gave him
much more than he had asked for, since Jesus said
that he returned home “justified.” Do you see how far
this exceeded the sinner’s expectations? He asked
for mercy; he could never think of justification. But
God said that he was justified. This means that it
was as if he had never sinned. Not only was he no
longer sinful: now he was actually righteous.

The salvation which God accomplishes is not
according to our limited measure, but to his infinite
grace. Man has his small ideas of how God will act
on his behalf, but God likes to hear his cry and
answer his prayers. But what He brings to pass
accords with His own disposition as the lavish
dispenser of unmerited favor. Let us praise Him!
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